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On a sunny, cool morning in 
April, the spring-laden wind carried 
anticipation as over 600 clergy and 
lay delegates gathered at Church 
of The Servant in Oklahoma City 
to decide on the disposition of 
55 churches across the state. The 
bustling crowd inside the stately 
structure was abuzz with the 
greetings of old friends and new 
acquaintances. 

As registrants picked up name 
badges and voting IDs, the church’s 
coffee shop dispensed snacks 
and drinks and shoppers found 
delightful items in the host church’s 
gift shop, Earthglow. The shop was 
opened for the occasion to allow 
shoppers to help Church of the 
Servant reach its goal of giving a 
million dollars in mission funds 
through their gift shop. Earthglow 
is ever closer to its goal, thanks to 
conference attendees.

As the clocked ticked toward 10 
a.m., clergy, laity, and registered 
guests made their way into the 
sanctuary, which boasts a stone 
waterfall, a carved wood altar, and 
numerous living plants. The space is 
set up in-the-round, with courtyards 
and abundant natural light. Judy 
Horne played worship music on 
the piano and the crowd murmured 
softly until Bishop Jimmy Nunn 
called the meeting to order and 
silence blanketed the dusty-pink 
pews.

After voting instructions and 
enabling motions were concluded, 
Allan Jolly, chair of the conference 
Board of Trustees, explained 
the rigorous process the trustees 
used to ensure all churches 
seeking disaffiliation had met the 
requirements in order to complete 
the disaffiliation process. 

Of the work, Jolly stated, “It’s 
an understatement to say that this 
has been an extremely challenging, 
painful, and perplexing time for 
our board, and we understand that 
you as members of our conference 
share in our grief and distress 
that some who have been part 
of our connection wish to sever 

our relationship and, in doing 
so, receive property and assets 
that have [been] held in trust for 
the United Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma for many years.”

Jolly further told the delegates 
that, after many discussions, the 
trustees “determined that it is the 
role of the conference trustees to 
report on the fulfillment of the 
requirements of our disaffiliation 
agreement, and your role…to 
determine whether you believe 
it’s in the best interest of this 
conference. And even more 
importantly, if it’s God’s will that 
you ratify or not ratify the requests 
of any or all of these 55 churches 

Conference smaller, more nimble with 365 
churches
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Rev. Dr. Joe Harris stands at the lectern to respond as Rev. Jonathan 
Clinesmith, pastor at OKC St. Matthew UMC, makes a motion on the floor  
on April 22, at the Special Called Conference at Church of the Servant in 
Oklahoma City.
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before you today.”
Almost immediately, individuals 

began moving to speed up the 
process. Rev. Wade Paschal, retired 
elder, moved that all 55 churches 
seeking disaffiliation be considered 
as one. Debate ensued, but the 
motion carried with a 59 percent 
majority. 

Rev. Dr. Greg Tener, senior 
pastor at Bartlesville First Church, 
moved that St. Luke’s be considered 
separately; Rev. Dylan Ward of El 
Reno Wesley moved 
to do the same with 
Claremore First. Both 
motions failed. 

Nathan Mattox, 
pastor of Collinsville 
Meadowcreek, asked for 
clarification on voting 
numbers provided 
moments before the 
meeting began, citing 
confusion around 
comparatively small 
number of votes versus 
disaffiliating churches’ 
total membership or 
worship attendance. 

Amid groans of 
protest from delegates 
who were ready to finish, 
Bishop Nunn responded, “Let me 

test the body. If you would like 
to hear statistics of the number of 
people that voted from each local 
church, I’m going to ask you to 
lift a hand. This is just a test of the 
body – this not a parliamentary 
action – raise your hand.” After 
the voting, the Bishop concluded, 
“That is the will of the body,” when 
reporting that the majority of those 
present did not wish to hear further 
information.

Not long after 1 p.m., the 

delegation voted with a 73 percent 
majority to ratify the disaffiliation 

of 55 churches 
from the Oklahoma 
conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church.

Bishop Nunn 
concluded, praying, 
“We recognize that all 
of us, every person, 
every church, are 
connected to one 
another through you, 
and we give thanks, 
oh God, for Jesus 
Christ, whom you 

sent into the world to redeem us, to 
sanctify us, and teach us anew, that 
our calling, our identity, and our 
purpose resides first and foremost 
in you. Oh God, we do ask your 
blessing upon those who will 
be exiting the United Methodist 
Church. We ask that even as times 
may be difficult, feelings may be 
raw, tension may be high, we pray 
for the balm of your holy spirit to 
come and sooth that. And we pray 
blessings upon those who continue 

their ministries, though by a 
different name.

The prayer continued, 
“Likewise, we pray for the 
churches of the Oklahoma 
United Methodist Church, 
those who will remain United 
Methodists. Teach us anew 
that you have called us, just 
as you’ve called others, to be 
ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 
And may we be ambassadors 
who exhibit grace. May we 
have courage. May we offer 
forgiveness. May we commit 
anew to walk in your way. 
And in these moments now, 
oh God, when, if we were of 
the world, it would be so easy 
to turn on one another, may 

we not turn on one another; rather, 
may we love one another, because 
you have first loved us.”

The Bishop concluded the 
meeting by thanking all involved 
in the process, and acknowledged 
that the appointment process was 
coming later than normal, as the 
cabinet carefully considered the 
needs of churches and clergy. He 
urged participants to contribute 
to disaster response ministry, 
especially in light of the tornado 
three days prior to the meeting.

“And may we be ambassadors 
who exhibit grace. May we 
have courage. May we offer 
forgiveness. May we commit 

anew to walk in your way. And 
in these moments now, oh God, 
when, if we were of the world, it 
would be so easy to turn on one 
another, may we not turn on one 
another; rather, may we love one 
another, because you have first 

loved us.”

Mel Ramsey hands out registration information at 
the Special Called Conference.
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Annual Conference Registration 
Deadline May 8

The deadline to register for the May session 
of annual conference is Monday, May 8. 
Please take time to review the registration 

form and get registered before the deadline. There are 
no “late” registration options for annual conference so 
if you plan to attend, please register now.

Registration for childcare has been extended to 
May 8.

There will be a Pre-Conference Briefing at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 7, via ZOOM webinar.  You will be 
able to ask questions but you will not need a camera 
for the meeting.  You can simply click on this link to 
join the webinar.  The link can also be found at our 
annual conference information hub. The meeting will 
cover voting information related to the General and 
Jurisdictional Conference fill-in elections as well as 
other pertinent information to help you prepare for the 
conference.

During the conference, we will vote for two 
clergy and nine lay delegates for the General and 
Jurisdictional conferences. 

Should you have any questions, please email 
ac2023@okumc.org.

Note: For the sake of our conference staff, please 
be sure to register before the deadline. This applies to 
all voting members, both clergy and laity. Each late 
registration adds to the workload of our valued data 
management staff, so we want to be mindful of them.

O K L A H O M A  M E T H O D I S T  F O U N D A T I O N     4 0 5 - 5 2 5 - 6 8 6 3  •  W W W . L A S T I N G G O O D . O R G

Enduring Provision : 
T H E  L E G A C Y  E N D O W M E N T  F U N D
CONTACT US TODAY TO PROVIDE FOR THE MINISTRIES OF YOUR CHURCH AND LASTING GOOD IN YOUR COMMUNIT Y

Dates at a glance
May 22-25 - Annual Conference
 Boston Avenue UMC, Tulsa

October 13-14 - Special Called 
Conference
 Location to be announced

Registration Required
Deadline May 8

Click here.

https://okumc-reg.brtapp.com/OklahomaAnnualConference2023
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/67e8cf7a-10fd-4aff-bf13-4b1fc9de3190
https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/98482334457?pwd=UHp1NVBLU1BJY2hLK0ZpMnJLMGk2QT09#success
https://www.okumc.org/annual_conference
mailto:ac2023%40okumc.org?subject=
https://okumc-reg.brtapp.com/OklahomaAnnualConference2023


Members and friends of Verdigris UMC gathered April 22-23 to celebrate the 
church’s 100th anniversary. Saturday’s events included a community cookout 
and a historical showcase highlighting special moments over the last century. 
Sunday’s service included a sermon from Bishop Jimmy Nunn on the marks 
of a great church. Worshipers also gathered for a meal and fellowship on 
Sunday afternoon, sharing memories and fun facts about the church. Special 
guests also included Council Oak District Superintendent Connie Gibson, four 
former VUMC pastors, and descendants of VUMC’s founders, along with their 
families. Celebrations concluded with a bell ringing of the church’s traditional 
bell, recently restored and newly mounted in honor of the anniversary. 
Looking back at 100 years of history, attendees turned toward the future with 
excitement, focusing on plans for new and growing ministries to serve the 
Verdigris community and beyond.
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Tornado topples two UMC 
steeples, leaves churches intact

An EF2 tornado blazed through Shawnee on April 
19, killing three and damaging numerous properties. 
Two properties affected were United Methodist 
churches - Shawnee Wesley and Shawnee St. Paul’s. 

The two churches took damage, but were both very 
lucky considering the lives and property completely 
destroyed by the storm. 

The steeple from St. Paul’s landed on the church’s 
roof, damaging tile shingles, which are difficult to 
replace. 

Wesley’s steeple landed in the parking lot, and 
many trees had to be removed due to storm damage. 
According to Dana Parker, the conference’s disaster 
response coordinator, St. Paul’s shares events with 
Wesley and Bethel, and since Bethel didn’t have 
damage, they provided lunch for the other churches as 
they assessed and worked on the damage.

A recovery plan is still in the works, since it takes 
time to deal with insurance adjusters, contractors, and 
more. The churches are figuring out what they need in 

the wake of the tornado.
Donation sites are set up, and an ERT team will go 

out in May to figure out what needs can be addressed 
by local churches. 

Eventually, construction and case management 
teams will be needed as these two churches and their 
communities go through the recovery process.

Shawnee Wesley’s steeple sits in the parking lot of the 
church after an EF2 tornado tore through the city and 
broke the church’s steeple.

Shawnee St. Paul’s had a damaged window grate in 
addition to its steeple, which landed on the church’s 
roof. 

Pastor Gerard 
Nsabimana of Shawnee 
Wesley poses with 
friends and the church’s 
steeple after it was 
ripped off in a storm.
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Late pastor’s family takes tour 
of many churches served
The life of a good pastor 

leaves a lasting impact. 
That fact was borne 

out earlier this year by the adult 
children of Rev. Howard Roberts, 
who served many United Methodist 
churches during his tenure in the 
1950s to 1970s. 

Rev. Roberts and his wife, 
Louise, had five children. Kaye 
passed in 2015. The other four, 
Kyle Roberts Dahlem of Spring, 
TX; Darryl Roberts of Tulsa; Laura 
Roberts Harmon of Ardmore; and 
Sam Roberts of Ocean View, DE, 
made a grand tour of the churches 
the Roberts served on the west side 
of the state.

Robers’ first official appointment 
– after serving two churches, 
Lookeba and Collinsville 
Meadowbrook – was to open 
Lawton Wesley in 1948. During 
the couple’s tenure, until Roberts’ 
retirement in 1978, they served 20 
churches across the state, including 

named the Oklahoma 
Mother of the Year 
in 1987. An article in 
the Okmulgee Daily 
Times on March 7, 
1987, described the 
reasons for Roberts 
as the winner of that 
honor, “Mrs. Roberts’ 
selection was based 
on her ability to guide 
each of her children 
to reach their full 
potential as evidenced 
by each child’s 
participation in the 
religious, education, 

civic, and business worlds, as well 
as her personal characteristics and 
her influence on her community, 
state, and nation.”

The family visited churches – 
and one empty lot, Second Street 
– in Lookeba, Lawton, Apache, 
Cheyenne, Mountain View, Buffalo, 
Wakita, Carnegie, Olustee, Fort 

Harrah, Skiatook, Apache, Elk 
City, and Newcastle. 

Of all the homes where 
the Roberts resided, all five 
children were only together in 
two of those cities, Buffalo 
and Wakita.

For her travels across 
the state with five kids in 
tow, Louise Roberts was 

The family of Rev. Howard Roberts. From Left: 
Stephanie Pounds, Darryl Roberts, Laura Harmon, Kyle 
Dahlem, and Sam Roberts. Photo by Stephanie Pounds.

The Lawton Constitution announced 
the completion of Lawton Wesley’s 
parsonage in an article Dec. 7, 1947. 
Photo courtesy of newspapers.com.

“A trip like this makes you 
truly appreciate the power of 
the Methodist connection – 
all these little churches that 
held communities together, 
the preachers’ families that 

led them as they moved from 
place to place, the way the 

conference kept communities 
across the state together 
with a common bond.”
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Sam Roberts poses at the empty lot where 
Second Street UMC used to be, and where his 
family served.

Cobb, and Crescent. 
They made stops at 
the Gloss Mountains, 
Harvey House in 
Waynoka, the Washita 
Massacre site, and 
Mountain Park. They 
experienced the 
vastness of Oklahoma 
when they chugged 
into a gas station with 
a completely empty 
tank. 

While the family 
was taking photos 
in Fort Cobb, a 
man pulled up, got 
out of his car, and 
said, “Are you Sam 
Roberts?” addressing 
the youngest of the Roberts 
children. “We would have won the 
state championship in basketball in 
‘73 and ‘74 if the Methodists hadn’t 
moved you!” 

The group ended their tour in 

Minco, the site where daughter 
Kaye is buried. They plan to take 
a second tour of the eastern half of 
the state sometime soon.

Stephanie Dahlem Pounds, 
daughter of Kyle and granddaughter 
to the Roberts, joined the group 

on the trip, 
keeping siblings and cousins 
updated through group texts. “It 
was bittersweet,” she recalled. “It 
was great to finally see all these 
places that I’ve always heard of. 

Our family is full of 
storytellers, and the 
stories jumped to life as 
we made our way from 
town to town.”

Pounds added, “A trip 
like this makes you truly 
appreciate the power of 
the Methodist connection 
– all these 
little churches 
that held 
communities 
together, the 
preachers’ 
families that 
led them 

as they moved from 
place to place, the way 
the conference kept 
communities across the 
state together with a 
common bond.”

“I’m not sure that 

disaffiliated churches will realize 
what they’ve broken until we’re 
farther down the road, and it will be 
hard to ever put that back together 
again,” said Pounds.

She concluded, “But my 
grandfather was a big believer in 
revival. He held one every time he 
moved to a new town. The time 
seems ripe for another. I’m ready!”

Darryl Roberts rings the bell 
at Buffalo UMC on a family tour 
of churches his family served. 
Photos by Stephanie Pounds.

The Roberts family poses in front of recently-
closed Carnegie United Methodist Church.

Sunset at Wesley Lawton UMC, where Rev. 
Howard Roberts opened a church and began a 
ministry.



Jan Winebaugh assisted with the 
outing. Gary Winebaugh provides 
transportation each week and 
serves as the church photographer.  
Choir director Carolyn Hutcherson 
directed the musical portion of the 
program. Children’s ministry is 
directed by Kittie Dishman. Pastor 
Mark Watson and his wife Lisa also 
assist with the program.

The Wacky Wednesday program 
was established at Checotah First 
United Methodist Church to provide 
an environment through which 
boys and girls make important 
discoveries about God’s love. The 
goal is to nurture each child with 
love and understanding, so that they 
will experience the love of Christ, 
as well as encourage their full 
potential by celebrating each child’s 
unique qualities as given by God. 
An early foundation in the scripture 
leads to a lifelong walk in their 
Christian life.

The Wacky Wednesday program 
at Checotah First United Methodist 
Church embarked on a unique 
service project this spring. On 
April 5, a group of 19 students 
and seven adult volunteers visited 
the Checotah Nursing and Rehab 
Center. The goal was to bring joy 
by sharing the Easter story with 
residents. Nursing home residents 
and staff were delighted to make 
new friends and they enjoyed the 
entertainment.  

The students, of varying ages, 
read the resurrection story, gifted 
stuffed animals, and colored 
pictures with residents. The students 
also sang Easter songs and closed 
the program with prayer. The 
children’s program celebrated a 
successful project with a pizza party 
and fellowship at Pizza Hut.

Church members, Taylor 
Jennings, Gary Winebaugh, and 

Easter story service project connects 
communities

GINGER COLEMAN

Doing good in Kingfisher

Kingfisher UMC found 
a new opportunity to 
reach out to neighbors 

in novel ways. In May, they put 
their love of community into 
action. Through their “Do All the 
Good You Can” campaign, the 
congregation partnered with RIP 
Medical Debt to purchase debts 
worth nearly five million dollars 
for just $27,000.  “We are excited 
to announce a new way to do a 

lot of good for pennies on 
the dollar!” exclaimed Rev. 
Dr. Jennifer Long. The 
goal could be expanded to 
over eight million dollars, 
if the church meets its goal. 
Donations can be made to 
the campaign here.

For more information, 
contact Dr. Long at 
revjlong@gmail.com.
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Checotah FUMC students and 
residents of Checotah Nursing and 
Rehab Center share the Easter story 
and worship together. Submitted 
photos.

Kingfisher UMC is on its way to paying off 
medical debt for Oklahomans across the 
state.

https://ripmedicaldebt.org/campaign/do-all-the-good-you-can/?


Holy week in Brookside 
is something special for 
the folks at Community 

Brookside.
Being a new United Methodist 

church in Tulsa has allowed this 
young church to offer traditional 
Methodist services and events, 
while also giving it some freedom 
to take some fun risks. 

Community Brookside launched 
in October of 2018, but even before 
the launch of the church, pastor 
Matt Morgan, who was appointed to 
start the new church in Brookside, 
began using Holy week as a way for 
the church to get outside the doors. 
His favorite way of connecting 
people in Brookside during Holy 
Week is through his barbecue.

Maundy Thursday is often 
celebrated throughout United 
Methodist circles with singing, foot 
washing, and a sermon preparing 
congregations for the events that 
begin on Good Friday and continue 
through Easter. 

In 2017, without having a 
church building or even a place to 
meet at the time, Morgan set up 

his giant smoker and filled it with 
brisket and pork butt and invited 
the community to come and have 
a Maundy Thursday meal with 
him in the empty lot where Trinity 
UMC once stood. On that first 
Maundy Thursday in 2017, before 
Community Brookside had even 
hosted its first worship service, or 
even really had a solid launch team, 
a tradition was born. That cold 
and rainy Thursday led to over 70 
people coming together from all 
over the Brookside area to enjoy 
barbecue and conversation with 
each other as neighbors. Stories 
were shared and tears were shed as 
Morgan got to know some of the 
people who live, work, and play in 
Brookside.

That Maundy Thursday six 
years ago led to one of Community 
Brookside’s most fun and engaging 
ministry events that they continue to 
celebrate each year. 

The Maundy Thursday BBQ has 
grown over the past few years to 
reach well over 200 people and has 
led to other Easter focused events 
as well. A Good Friday Tenebrae 

service is held each year, along 
with a community-wide Easter Egg 
hunt on Saturday, followed by two 
Easter worship Services on Sunday 
morning. These events have allowed 
Community Brookside to meet its 
neighbors and equip many within 
the congregation as volunteers, 
to do ministry with people from 
all over Tulsa. Easter Week has 
become, for Community Brookside, 
the main series of events that launch 
the church into outdoor events all 
summer long.

At Community Brookside, the 
church has really gotten behind 
some of the non-traditional ways 
in which they have celebrated 
all of the events surrounding the 
resurrection. And the great news 
is that the rest of the Brookside 
neighborhood has embraced these 
events too.

For more information 
about Tulsa’s newest United 
Methodist church plant, visit 
www.communitybrookside.
com  or visit www.facebook.com/
communitybrookside.  

Tulsa church plant sows community 
goodwill on Maundy Thursday
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Community Brookside in Tulsa hosted its annual Maundy Thursday barbecue event, serving over 200 people. 
Photos by Matt Morgan, Erika Maxey, and Johnny McClannahan.



Ministry in a Minute
Churches celebrate Holy Week and 
beyond

When it came time to read the scripture on 
Easter Sunday, pastor Brett Thomasson 
forgot his Bible. Fortunately, first grader 
Masyn Rumsey brought hers and took 
turns reading the scripture from Luke 24:6. 
Photo by Linda Boone.

SWOSU Wesley Foundation held its annual Worship at the 
Clocktower on April 11, on the university’s campus. The event 
featured a concert by the Wesley’s student worship band, Souled 
Out, and free food. The event attracted about 45 students. Left 
photo: Student leadership team (L to R): Ben Duren, Corey Shirey, 
Joshua Travis, Bailey Hanes, Brody Hedges, and Tristen Ketchmar. 
Right photo: Souled Out consists of (L to R): Joshua Travis on 
bass, Ben Duren on drums, Bailey Hanes on guitar, and Brody 
Hedges, vocalist. Submitted photos.

Lindsay Church did an old-fashioned, all-church photo 
on Easter Sunday. Submitted photo.

St. Stephens UMC in Norman held a Blessing of the 
Animals on April 16 (top photos). The church’s Good 
Friday service was April 7. Photos by Erin Moore.

If you have news to share with The Contact, please send it to editor@okumc.org. The edi-
tor reserves the right to edit any submissions for size, space, or content. Though we try to 

share all the good news we can, some submissions may not make it into the Contact. 
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Tahlequah FUMC engaged in authentic worship and extended the love of the gospel message to the community. 
One group went “Easter caroling” to those who are homebound or residents of assisted living facilities (LEFT 
photo). Lay members led daily devotionals throughout Holy Week. On Maundy Thursday, the members gathered 
for communion, foot washing, and a contactless station for remembering baptism (CENTER photo). The church 
met Saturday at Norris Park with over 1,000 kids and family, with the Easter bunny, 3,600 eggs, and lots of free hot 
dogs (RIGHT photo). Easter Sunday was a joyous occasion. Submitted photos.

Everyone got in on the fun of Palm Sunday at Edgewood 
UMC in Hartshorne. Submitted photos.

New Hope UMC in Oklahoma City celebrated 
Easter weekend with a big, fun community egg 
hunt on Saturday, and three worship services 

featuring the large orchestra and choir. Submitted 
photos.

New Life UMC in Moore had Holy Week events culminating in 
a sunrise service on Easter morning. Submitted photos.



14901 N. Pennsylvania Avenue  |  Oklahoma City, OK 73134  |  (405) 225-3038  |     

Life at Epworth Villa is all about freedom. Freedom from home maintenance and chores. Freedom from 

having to drive all over town. Freedom from worrying about future needs. And when you’re free 

to live your best life, it’s amazing the joy that each day brings. 

Experience the freedom you deserve and check out our spacious 

cottages and beautiful apartments at EpworthVilla.org.

EXPERIENCE LIFE AT ITS FINEST, EVERY DAY.

Checotah First UMC’s Easter celebration overflowed 
with children and included a dessert silent auction 
that raked in over $500 for the children’s ministry. 
Submitted photos.

Piedmont UMC spent Holy Week together as a family. 
Clockwise from top left: Rob Hopkins plays with his 
daughter during the Easter egg hunt. Students pose 
at the tomb at sunrise. Rev. Jinx Barber washes hands 
during the Maundy Thursday service. Barber poses 
with Piedmont’s own “Lady Gaga.” Submitted photos.

St. Paul’s UMC in Tulsa prepares sack lunches for those 
in need. The Manna Meals ministry does this each month 
and delivers to them. This 25-year tradition follows 
Jesus’ command to “feed his sheep.” Left: Rev. Marcia 
Shoemaker and Pam Brown bag cookies. Center: Michael 
Smith and Miracle Huseman. Right: Volunteers assemble 
sandwiches.  Submitted photos.
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Hennessey First UMC held its Easter carnival on 
Easter Sunday. The colorful event hosted about 150 
children, plus their families,and volunteers. Live 
animals, food, crafts, and games highlighted the 
second-annual event. Submitted photos.

As members of Eden Chapel and Highland Park United 
Methodist churches gathered at Glenwood Cemetery for 
sunrise service, they heard a rooster crow, reminding them 
of Jesus’ conversation with Peter. Top left: Rev. Katie Paul 
and Rev. Don Lemmons led singing, liturgy, and scripture 
readings. Top right: After the service, the congregation met 
for breakfast. Bottom left: An Easter egg hunt topped off 
the joy of the day. Bottom right: The pews were full at Eden 
Chapel. Photos by Barbara Wells.

Brigette Gean, a member of 
Crown Heights UMC, painted 
a gorgeous palm canvas 
for Palm Sunday Worship 
(above, left). The canvas 
measures 30 yards long 
and took 25 hours to create. 
Submitted photos.

Left: Lost Creek UMC in Stillwater hosted its annual 
community Easter Celebration - named the Eggstravaganza 
- at the Oak Park Retreat Center in Perkins on Saturday, 
April 8. Well over 300 people attended. While the children 
ran around the park playing on the playground and 
enjoying the various games and activities, their parents 
were able to meet and talk to Lost Creek members at the 
many tables that promoted the church’s various groups 
and ministries. The afternoon ended with a large egg hunt 
and a visit from the Easter Bunny. Submitted photos.



Save the Date

OKUMC Briefs and Events

Employment
 � Guest Services coordinator, full-time, Canyon 

Camp, Hinton, OK. For more info, contact David 
Combs at dcombs@okumc.org.

 � Maintenance supervisor, full time, Canyon Camp, 
Hinton, OK. For more info, contact David Combs at 
dcombs@okumc.org.

 � Food service supervisor, full time, Canyon Camp, 
Hinton, OK. For more info, contact David Combs at 
dcombs@okumc.org.

 � Multiple summer positions available including 
kitchen, maintenance, lifeguarding, housekeeping, 
and more. Egan Camp & Retreat Center, Tahlequah, 
OK. For more information, contact Penn Henthorn at 
phenthorn@okumc.org.

 � Multiple summer positions available including 
kitchen, maintenance, lifeguarding, housekeeping, 
and more. Cross Point Camp, Kingston, OK. For 
more information, contact Tony Thomas at tthomas@
okumc.org.

 � Multiple summer positions available including 
kitchen, maintenance, lifeguarding, housekeeping, 
and more. Canyon Camp, Hinton, OK. For more 
information, contact David Combs at dcombs@
okumc.org.

 � Student ministry director, Resurrection UMC, 
Olathe, KS. To apply, visit this link.

Passages
 � Marilyn Ehlers, wife of Rev. Richard Ehlers, passed away April 4. The couple were married for 63 years. 

Mrs. Ehlers was an active United Methodist throughout her life. She taught home economics in Guymon and 
married the United Methodist youth pastor. Rev. Ehlers, who is now retired, served OKC Selecman United 
Methodist Church for 15 years as a local pastor. Mrs. Ehlers’ celebration of life was April 11, at First United 
Methodist Church in Moore.

 � Rev. Cyndy Schillinger passed away April 17,surrounded by her family, in Katy, Texas. Rev. Schillinger 
served many Oklahoma congregations, including Tulsa, Jenks, El Reno, McCloud, Carnegie, and Midwest City. 
A private memorial is planned for the family.

 � Sung Ja Kim, mother of Rev. Dr. James Kim, passed away April 30. A celebration of life will be held at 10 
am, May 12, at Williams Funeral Directors Chapel in Garland, TX.

Share your event or job opportunity in the Contact. 
For consideration, email your listing to editor@okumc.org. Deadline for the May issue is April 20. 

Annual Conference | May 22-25, Boston Avenue United Methodist Church, Tulsa
Resilience: The Biology of Stress & the Science of Hope - Documentary & Discussion | 1:30 p.m., May 

28, Moore First United Methodist Church, Moore.
Lay Servant Training | Sept. 8-9, Meadowcreek United Methodist Church, Collinsville.
Lay Servant Training | Aug. 18-19, Elk City UMC.
Mission Leadership Training | Sept. 16, 2023, location and times to be determined.

Appointments
Rev. Dr. Victor McCullough from Heartland D.S., to St. Mark’s UMC, Wichita, KS, eff. July 1.
Rev. Dr. James Kim from Wichitas D.S., to Heartland D.S., eff. July 1.
Rev. Diana Northcutt from Cimmaron D.S. to Cimmaron D.S. and Wichitas D.S., eff. July 1.
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