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Pastoral Letter Clarifying Calls
Advent Greetings.
We have entered the season of preparation called
Advent. My prayer for you and your church is that you
will use this time to focus on the coming of the Christ
child into our midst. In an uncertain time some 2,000
years ago, God did a new thing by sending Jesus to a
hurting world. During these uncertain times, may we
be on the lookout for what God is doing in our midst.
I am writing today to both clarify upcoming
conference meetings as well as invite you to hold yet
one more date on your calendar.
First, as announced on November 9, there will be
a Special Called Conference at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
April 22 via Zoom to deal exclusively with requests for
disaffiliation.
From May 22 through 25, we will gather in Tulsa
Bishop Jimmy Nunn
for our normal session of annual conference. We will
worship together, conduct business, and invite you to a
Superintendent or the office of Transitional Ministry’s
day of learning and engagement around the Tulsa Race
director Rev. Dr. Tish Malloy.
Massacre of 1921.
Finally, please mark your calendars for another
May God grant you grace and peace,
Special Called Conference at which we will consider
final requests for disaffiliation under Par. 2553 on
Bishop Jimmy Nunn
Friday, October 13 and Saturday,
October 14. We may not need both
days and we may have additional
business to address but please hold
them for now. This conference will
also utilize the Zoom platform as we
have used in the past.
It is important to note that
disaffiliation votes will only be dealt
with at the April and October meetings.
Should you have specific
questions regarding disaffiliation,
please be in touch with your District
Director of Communications: Joseph Harris
Multimedia & Web Manager: Andrew Himes
Editor of Publications: Jena Barber
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1501 N.W. 24th, Oklahoma City, OK 73106
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United Women in Faith’s
Weekend of Action
Toole Tyme at Cookson Hills Ministry Center
TABITHA BECKMAN

E

very year women and
men from around
Oklahoma gather in
Cookson, near Lake Tenkiller, to
help Cookson Hills prepare for
their Christmas store. The store
provides low-income families in the
area with a chance to come pick out
gifts and have them wrapped for
Christmas. Families also receive a
bag of food to prepare a Christmas
feast. This annual event is known
as Toole Tyme.
This year’s group also helped
rake leaves, paint a fence, and
pack bags of food that go to local
schools for kids to take home over
the weekends.
Rev. Jami Moss, who is newly
elected to the Cookson Hills board,
said, “They really do a lot in the
community. And I think that’s my

favorite piece of it. Because if
Cookson Hills were to go away,
the community, which is already
underserved, would be that much
more underserved. I’m excited
about the revitalization of Cookson
in the area because I do believe that
Cookson is a is a cornerstone in this
community.”
Cookson Hills Center is a
project of the United Methodist
Church. It is the only rural mission
program in Oklahoma and the only
mission program that is a joint
effort of the Oklahoma Conference,
the Oklahoma Indian Mission
Conference, the United Women in
Faith, and the General Board of
Global Ministries. Cookson Hills
serves Adair, Cherokee and Sequoia
counties.
Harri Williams, the conference
President of United Women in

Above left: volunteers present homemade jam. Above right: helpers in
the Christmas store choose just the right toys for little ones. Far right:
as everyone has worked up an appetite, a team prepared delicious and
healthy meals. Photos by Tabitha Beckman.

Faith, described the Toole Tyme
event, “We come in on Friday and
meet and greet and fellowship
and sign up for the awesome
opportunity to work at this mission
center to help them prepare for
Thanksgiving and for Christmas.
It’s an awesome opportunity to be
able to do this and it takes a lot of
hands to organize.”
When asked what makes
Cookson Hills Ministry special,
Williams said, “If you haven’t been
in the eastern part of the state, you
miss the fall colors, you miss the
mountains, and of course, Lake
Tenkiller is right here also. But
when you come and see the beauty
of this mission and the land that it
sits on, it’s like stepping onto holy
ground, to be here and serve in
whatever capacity we can serve in.”
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Top left: Fall is the perfect time to rake leaves at Cookson Hills; Middle
left: the thrift store is an enticing shop with lots of merchandise;
Bottom left: the group prepared bags and bags of food for making
Christmas dinner. Above left: a fresh coat of paint makes the fence
inviting and new. Above right: the Christmas shop made it possible
for kids to have a ball playing with toys and gifts they receive for
Christmas.
Cover photo: a volunteer sorts through food donations. Photos by
Tabitha Beckman.
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Restore Hope Ministries Blesses
400 Plus Families
NEWS RELEASE

I

n the days before
Thanksgiving, dozens
of community volunteer
groups joined together at Restore
Hope Ministries to prepare and
distribute over 400 Thanksgiving
baskets to families in crisis.
Volunteers of all ages and from
diverse backgrounds come
together and stand shoulderto-shoulder to pack the baskets
and place them in the hands of
neighbors in need.
Volunteers and sponsors include
the staff of companies like Tulsa
Wealth Advisors, church groups,
individuals, and families – like the
Haws Family, which has adopted
this project as a Thanksgiving
family tradition for over 30 years.
“Many of the families we help
are hardworking, low to middle
income families who are getting

by, but just need a little extra
help when unexpected events
or expenses arise,” explains
executive director Jeff Jaynes. “We
are here to give them a hand up
when they’ve fallen on hard times;
to restore hope that a better day
is possible. We are here to share
the abundance we have received
with those who feel like there’s not
enough.”
While many were busy planning
Thanksgiving menu or making
travel arrangements, an increasing
number of Tulsans worried about
how they would feed their children
on a regular day, let alone prepare
a special holiday meal.
With the impacts of inflation
causing grocery prices to rise,
this year it seems an even more
daunting task to many. These
Thanksgiving baskets allow
Tulsa neighbors to celebrate

hope by preparing a traditional
Thanksgiving feast with their
loved ones. Jaynes added, “After
two years of COVID-protocol
distribution, our staff is excited
to gather with groups in person to
serve our neighbors.”
Thanks to the generosity of
Tulsa community sponsors,
Restore Hope Ministries has been
providing Thanksgiving baskets to
families in crisis for over 30 years.
The 21-ingredient baskets include
a turkey and all the trimmings –
from fresh produce to dessert.
To properly prepare for the
distribution event, families preregistered for their baskets during
the first two weeks of November
and retrieved their baskets at one
of Restore Hope’s two locations.

Restore Hope Ministries collected and distributed 400 turkeys plus 400 boxes that included canned fruits and
vegetables including peas, green beans, yams, and fruit cocktail; fresh vegetables like potatoes, celery, carrots,
and onions; dairy items like butter and whipped cream, and other necessities like marshmallows, cake mix, and
rolls. Left: A look at the multitude of boxes ready to be handed out. Right: A volunteer and a staffer, Christina
Brown, load a recipient’s car with lots of goodies. Photos by Sharon Catalano.
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Finding belonging in new places

W

hen Roger Parker was part of the
transition team for churches wishing to
disaffiliate with the UMC, he and the
other members of the team realized that most of those
congregations had a number of people wishing to stay
with the UMC.
Out of those meetings, the conference saw the need
for a pastor to help all of those “orphaned” members to
still come together as United Methodists.
Parker sees his job as two-fold: to help members
join another United Methodist congregation and get
connected with a study or prayer group; or to help with
online worship and pastoral support as members who
don’t have a nearby church navigate the next steps.
“I’m meeting with small groups and individuals,
in person or sometimes on the phone, to help with
their grief work and to help them think about the next
chapter of their lives,” said Parker.
With the livestream of The Gathering, which can
be played any time after its initial posting on Sunday
mornings to YouTube, small groups can gather at a
member’s home or another creative meeting space.

Groups can come together and
worship, and then meet again for
Bible study if they’d like.
“We want them to know we
are aware of them, we care about
them, and we want to give them
support,” said Parker. “There are
lots of ways churches can meet
and still be a church. They can
choose a ministry, like a reading
program or a food pantry, or anything that they find as
a need.”
Parker added, “Church can happen anywhere. They
can hold hands in a circle and pray and then get to
work serving.”
The Advent series is on belonging, as many
displaced members may not feel as though they belong
to their churches anymore.
Those looking to stay in connection with the UMC
can reach out to Parker at rparker@okumc.org, and
follow The Gathering UMC on Facebook and YouTube.

Is God Calling
You for More?
Saint Paul School of Theology
is educating tomorrow’s leaders
by offering on-campus, online
and hybrid learning courses.
Grounded in Christ, we are
committed to the formation of
people for innovative, creative
ministry.

Discover More!

spst.edu
913-253-5084
admiss@spst.edu
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The 88-year journey of a priceless gift

S

ometimes when things come back around,
they have just the right timing. That’s what
happened when Rev. Doyle Sharp, pastor at
Marlow First United Methodist Church, received a
quilt that had been gifted to a pastor’s wife in 1934.
Ladies of the Lawton Bethel Church made a quilt
and gifted it to Velda Rowlands Nanings, wife of
pastor J.J. Nanings, complete with a hand-made label.
The quilt stayed in the Nanings family, where a niece
kept the quilt in pristine condition for 50 years.
When Sharp received the quilt, he contacted the
leaders of Bethel United Methodist Church in Lawton
and offered it to them.
It just happened that Sharp called at the perfect
time, with just the right pastor in place at Bethel.

“Our pastor has a love for quilts, so it was decided
to present it to her on Pastor Appreciation Sunday
during the church service,” said a member of church
leadership. The group had the quilt embroidered with
the words, “Presented to Reverend Cydni Tillery by
her Loving Church Family at Bethel United Methodist
Church, Lawton, OK.”
“I love my Bethel church family,” said Tillery. “For
them to entrust this legacy to me is such an honor. It’s
an affirmation of their confidence in me, especially
with me being bivocational.”
Tillery not only serves Bethel, but she also works as
an English teacher at Temple. She knows the kids from
sixth grade all the way through graduation, and that in
itself is a ministry. “I can reach kids I will never see in
church,” she said.
As the first female preacher at Bethel, Tillery is
making history while preserving it, all because of a
quilt stitched together nearly 100 years ago.

A quilt made by Bethel Methodist Church in Marlow made its way to pastor Cydni Tillery, a lover of quilts. Top
left: the original, handmade label signifying the quilt’s origins. Bottom left: an embroidered inscription gifting the
quilt to Tillery. Right: Tillery teared up as she received the gift of a historical quilt on Pastor Appreciation Day from
members of Bethel United Methodist Church in Lawton.
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free time to explore the canyon!
And during the morning and
afternoon times of silence, it was
as if all creation was inviting
the community to simply be,
to gaze out the windows and
ponder the wonder and beauty of
KATHY LEITHNER
God’s presence and
orty people
Jesus’ invitation to life
from eight
abundant.
states (half from
The Oklahoma
Oklahoma) gathered at
Five-Day Academy is
Canyon Camp recently
sponsored jointly by the
to sink deeply into a
Upper Room and the
rhythm of prayer, worship,
Oklahoma Conference
teaching, silence, smallof The United
and large-group sharing,
Methodist Church. The
meal conversations, and
Academy for Spiritual
free time. This time was
Formation© creates
eagerly anticipated, since
Members of the Five Day Academy take in the breathtaking transformative space
it had to be postponed
for people to be in
views at Canyon Camp during a hike. Clockwise from
for two years due to the
bottom left: Mark Benson, Jen Logsdon-Kellogg, Kathy
communion with God,
Covid pandemic. Those
Leithner, John Go, and Loyd Allen.
self, others and creation
who attended came with
for the sake of the
Christian mindfulness. “Wow!”
hopes for rest and renewal,
world. It is open to lay and clergy
said one participant, “Amy has a
to be stimulated by new ideas and
of all denominations. Usually,
lot of info – but it’s her genuine
challenging perspectives, and for
the Oklahoma Five-Day happens
presence that is moving.” “So
companionship on the journey of
every two years; the dates for the
down to earth and real,” wrote
faith.
next one should be scheduled by
another, “that I felt like I’d always
This was “truly excellent in all
mid-2023.
known her.”
aspects,” one participant wrote
Dr. Allen focused on Thomas
in the evaluation. “I enjoyed the
Merton and the True Self, giving
lectures and the new friends,” said
background on one of the most
another. Of her small group, one
influential spiritual writers and
testified that they “brought me
teachers of the 20th century and
back from the brink of burnout.”
inviting all to center our sense
The theme of this fourteenth
of self (beyond our roles and
Oklahoma Five-Day Academy was
titles) in the Being of God. “He
“The Secret of Joy,” which shaped
trusted us with very deep and vital
the daily worship themes of
information and spirit,” said one
humility, acceptance, forgiveness,
participant. “I appreciate that he
gratitude, compassion, and
didn’t back down from challenging
generosity. Participants described
us!”
worship as enlightening, lifeOn the first full day, snow
giving, inspiring and joy-inducing.
began
falling gently and lasted
Dr. Amy Oden and Dr. Loyd
until evening, covering the canyon
Allen were faculty for the week.
Dr. Amy Oden teaches on the subject
in a 3 1/2-inch blanket of white.
Amy Oden’s topic was “Christian
of Christian mindfulness at the FiveThat didn’t keep the hikers in
Mindfulness” and covered the
Day Academy at Canyon Camp.
the group from venturing out at
practices, history, and theology of

Five-Day Academy and
The Secret of Joy

F
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CU Wesley’s New Approach to Old Stories
MICHAELA DRAIN

P

ub Theology can be described as a trendy or
gimmicky way to get young adults back into
church. While that is one way to understand
it, there is more to the CU Wesley Pub Theology than
that.
The CU Wesley Pub Theology discussions are
empowering and healing conversations about lives of
faith using mediums such as podcasts and face-to-face
discussions.
It is meeting people where they are within their
spiritual and physical lives and reminding each
other that God is present, even here. The goal of the
evening is not to convert or embarrass people with
their lack of knowledge. The goal is to learn a bit
from those saints that came before and have their life Michaela Drain, director of the Wesley Foundation at
Cameron University, prepares to record a podcast, which
story converse with our own.
is half of the Pub Theology program which pairs church
While relaxing in an environment, free of starched members and university students for frank discussions
trousers and long black robes, we discuss topics that on theological topics. Submitted photo.
can be as heady as some of the pours.
At Pub Theology, students and church members
The discussion is where the healing begins for
meet at the bar to hear how God moved in the past,
many of these participants. This time of reflection
reflect on how God is currently moving in the present, allows students and church members to share about
and look to the hope of God continuing to move in the their spiritual journey and tell of how God has gotten
future.
them through it.
Theologians of the past help show how they found
Church members are encouraged to attend as
God in difficult moments. These lessons are recorded
well as college students because these topics are
and shared via the CU Wesley podcast so that busy
issues that have affected Christians throughout all
students and church members can stay up to date
of church history. The topics include: martyrdom,
wherever they may be. The most important part of
spirituality, money, evangelism, pluralism, and grace.
these lessons is the discussion, when participants get to Feel free to join in the discussion either in person at
reflect on their own life of faith.
Kochendorfer’s Brewing Co., or online via the CU
Wesley Podcast.

Enduring Provision :

THE LEGACY ENDOWMENT FUND

CONTACT US TODAY TO PROVIDE FOR THE MINISTRIES OF YOUR CHURCH AND LASTING GOOD IN YOUR COMMUNITY

OKLAHOMA

METHODIST

F O U N DAT I O N

405-525-6863

•

W W W. L AST I N G G O O D.O RG
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Christmas on Sunday

T

hroughout all time,
churches have grappled
with how to handle
worship when Christmas morning
falls on a Sunday. Many families
have established traditions and
those include visiting far-flung
family or staying home and
focusing on one another.
According to an article by
Jessica L. Anschutz and Doug
Powe of the Lewis Center for
Church Leadership, many churches
make the decision to cancel
services in light of the holiday.
That, they say, is something for
churches to reconsider. “A worship
service on Christmas Day gives
voice to the meaning of Christmas

beyond consumerism and the
commercialization of Christmas,”
the article says.
Many people might be lonely on
Christmas morning; some might
be alone but for the opportunity to
worship with their church family.
The authors suggest hybrid or
virtual worship ideas complete with
take-home Christmas Day worship
packets prepared in advance.
Other options might include
“casual” Sunday, with pajamas
and/or ugly Christmas sweaters; a
birthday party for Jesus complete
with cake and gifts (to a local
charity); spontaneous Nativity skits
featuring simple costumes; singing
Christmas carols and drinking hot

chocolate; or reading children’s
books about the story of Christmas.
Another thing to consider
is sharing a meal, like an oldfashioned potluck or a churchprovided simple brunch. A
community meal is another idea.
The church can be a gathering place
for those who might otherwise feel
forgotten or lonely.
It’s not too late to plan an
impactful Christmas morning
worship service. For more
information, read the full article.

EXPERIENCE LIFE AT ITS FINEST, EVERY DAY.
Life at Epworth Villa is all about freedom. Freedom from home maintenance and chores. Freedom from
having to drive all over town. Freedom from worrying about future needs. And when you’re free
to live your best life, it’s amazing the joy that each day brings.
Experience the freedom you deserve and check out our spacious
cottages and beautiful apartments at EpworthVilla.org.
14901 N. Pennsylvania Avenue | Oklahoma City, OK 73134 | (405) 237-5303 |
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Ministry in a Minute

Students at Checotah Middle School teamed up with Checotah UMC’s Methodist Mission Food Pantry to raise
over $590 and collect 1,175 canned food items for the mission’s food pantry, which distributes food items three
days a week. Left photo: Students present mission board members with a check. Middle photo: Mission board
chairman Bruch Callich, LEFT, works with pastor Mark Watson to load a pickup with donations. Right photo: A
group of helpful students loads the Methodist Mission van. Submitted photos.

Eden Chapel UMC in Perkins performed three baptisms
Sunday, November 20. The three ladies baptised
included the church’s youngest and oldest sisters in
Christ. Photo by Barbara Wells.

Piedmont United Methodist Church teamed up with
animal rescue Pets & People Humane Society in Yukon
for a pet blessing at the organization’s dog park. In
addition to blessings, families had the opportunity to
do whole-family portraits, plus peruse pop-up sales and
learn about the benefits of adoption.

Lighthouse UMC held its annual community
Thanksgiving meal November 16. The large gathering
fed multiple people and offered opportunities to get to
know neighbors. Submitted photos.
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OKUMC Briefs and Events
Save the Date

Christmas Day | December 25
Conference offices closed Monday & Tuesday, December 26 & 27
MLK Worship Service | 4 p.m. | January 16
Quayle UMC, 5001 Everest Ave., OKC
Guest speaker Rev. Dr. Michael Bowie Jr., National Director of
Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century
Global Mission Fellows Applications | Open Now
Deadlines: Winter – Feb. 1, 2023 | Spring – April 1, 2023
Learn more at https://umcmission.org/become-a-fellow/

Employment
 Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Leadership and
Partnership, GCORR; Washington, DC, or work from
home; full time. Apply here.
 Children’s Ministry Director, FUMC Ponca City,
OK, part time, 15 hours/week. Email Leon Veazey at
okchapleon@gmail.com with inquiries or to apply.

 Custodian, FUMC Ponca City, OK; part time,
20 hours/week. Email Leon Veazey at okchapleon@
gmail.com with inquiries or to apply.

Appointments
 Gwendolyn Collins-Derrick from Tulsa Kingdom Fellowship to Tulsa Kingdom Fellowship/Muskogee Spencer
UMC, effective November 1, 2022.
 Tracey Ivy from Tulsa Memorial Drive UMC to Tulsa Southern Hills UMC/Tulsa Memorial Drive UMC,
effective December 1, 2022.

Passages
Ben Ewing Jr. passed away Friday, November 18. He was the spouse of Mary Ewing, an associate member
who preceded him in death. Mary began as pastor of Friendship Church in Mingo in 1986. The family served
other churches including Geary, Tishomingo, and Muskogee Trinity. Services for Ben were held November 21 at
Geary UMC.
Gary Wilburn, retired elder, passed away Monday, November 21. He was serving Canadian and Quinton
UMCs. He previously served Seminole and other churches in the Oklahoma conference, and was the director of
Boys Ranch and Children’s Home. Services were held November 29 at FUMC Henryetta.

Share your event or job opportunity in the Contact.
For consideration, email your listing to editor@okumc.org. Deadline for the January issue is Dec. 15.

