
Session 5 
Born Again: Welcoming the Stranger  

 
GATHERING AND CALL TO WORSHIPFUL WORK 
 
A LITANY OF VISION 
One Voice: As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 

day when: 
Left: each member, every congregation and every 

community experiences a new birth of faith, hope 
and love through the movement of God’s Spirit 
among all people. 

One Voice:  As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Right: the life and ministry of every congregation is 
honored regardless of size, location, age, 
ethnicity,  culture, economic strength or special 
context. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Men: the special opportunities, challenges, gifts and  
needs of congregations in rural or town and 
country settings is recognized;  resources  are 
developed which respect and respond to the 
unique problems and potentials present in town 
and country communities, especially those 
dependent upon agriculture, forestry, mining, 
fisheries and other producers of  food, fiber and 
natural resources. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Women:  each congregation is responsible for enabling 
persons to experience a life-changing encounter 
with God in Jesus Christ so that all may 
experience the gospel within the Reign of God. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Left:  each person is nurtured in a faith relationship 
with God as a Christian disciple through life in a 
faith community  

Right:  and the personal and spiritual gifts of all disciples 
are discovered and sent out in mission and 
ministry to all the world. 

One Voice: As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Men:  the political and economic powers that threaten 
to fragment and destroy local communities 
around the world are challenged by the Church; 
the involvement of the Church in this is 
recognized, lamented, repented and forgiveness is 
sought. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Women:  the longstanding patterns of racism, exploitation 
of the poor and the powerless and environmental 
degradation are actively addressed. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

All:   all Christians are seen as partners in mission, all 
persons are seen as neighbors in Christ. 

 
 
HYMN          Help Us Accept Each Other UMH #560 
 (or) God of Love and God of Power        UMH #578 
 
 
DEVOTION            Born Again: Welcoming the Stranger 
 
Read Acts 10, the story of Peter’s vision, Cornelius’s vision and the 
inclusion of the first Gentile believers. 
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Taboos are incredibly strong social norms. A modern day example 
would be not eating cats or dogs in the United States culture. 
Imagine, however, having a vision in which God invites you to a 
feast in which there are thousands upon thousands of gourmet 
dishes of cat and dog for you to eat. The entire meal, God continues 
to invite you to eat and eat. If you can imagine such a scene, you 
might have an idea of the vision Peter has in Acts 10. Here Peter is 
praying and witnesses God inviting him to eat of all the unclean or 
taboo animals. Jews do not eat these animals. God has told them not 
to eat these animals. Yet, Peter is having a vision of God inviting 
him to eat these animals. It makes no sense. 
 
As he ponders what this vision might mean, three men come 
looking for him. They have been sent by Cornelius, a Gentile. Peter 
follows these unclean, these taboo men back to Caesarea. Peter is 
invited to preach. Yet it is not until these Gentiles, these unclean, 
these taboo people have received the Holy Spirit that Peter 
understands his vision.  Peter could not have imagined that God 
would welcome these people into the fold, but it appears God was 
greater than Peter’s imagination. 
 
It is a good reminder for the church that before we are at work, 
witnessing to our faith, attempting to live into the Kingdom, God is 
already working before us.  And conclusions that we came to long 
ago may not be what God has in mind for people now. 
 
Reflect for a moment on those times in your faith journey where 
you have felt like Peter and like Cornelius. If you choose, please 
share these experiences with others. 
 
 AN EXPERIENCE OF MINISTRY  
Read through the Experience together. The questions below will 
continue to refer to the witness presented here. 

 
 
 

Welcoming the Stranger 
 

Upper Sand Mountain Parish is a Cooperative Parish of ten United 
Methodist Churches covering about 200 square miles on Upper 
Sand Mountain, a sandstone mountain in the Tennessee River 
Valley of northern Alabama. 
 
Several years ago, the Parish received a grant from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to build a storm shelter 
to provide protection for people whose homes were particularly 
vulnerable during a hurricane. The residents of the neighboring 
trailer park were of particular concern. After the shelter was built 
the concern then became how to let people know that it was 
available for them and to assure them that they were welcome to 
come. 
 
In the same summer of the completion of the storm shelter, the 
Kentucky Baptists took Alabama on as a “project”!  When they 
were told by someone that “you don’t go to Alabama without going 
to Upper Sand Mountain”, a leader of the group made contact with 
the Parish!  Fifty young people came to provide a variety of work, 
among which was face-painting and puppets.   
 
On the day the project began, 2 boys on bicycles from the park 
were asked to take flyers to each home announcing that puppets and 
face-painting would be in a tent on a vacant space from 2-4 p.m.  40 
children came on their own, plus mothers pushing strollers with 
little ones.  Puppets told Bible and other stories, faces were painted, 
songs sung and refreshments served.  Then they were asked, “If we 
do this again next week, will you come?” All said, “YES!”  and 
they did and continue to do so!   
 
An element not initially anticipated is that everything is now done 
in two languages: for most of the residents of the trailer park 
English is their second language.  
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The first Christmas following the initial weekly summer program, 
15 children came to the Los Posada Service and one family came 
for refreshments in the community room/storm shelter following 
the service. Christmas 2004, 100 people came to celebrate a 
Mexican/American Christmas with food, singing and worship in the 
facility! 
 
The ministry continues each summer with the help of young people 
who come to Upper Sand Mountain Parish for work camp.  Each 
week a tent is set up for crafts, another for refreshments, and this 
summer, a third was added as a place where folks could begin to 
learn, or practice, their English, or their Spanish. Each week they 
begin with crafts, move to recreation, story time, singing, worship 
and a meal; parents and children participate as they are able. 
 
Key to the success of the ministry are Rev. Rosendo Sanchez and 
his wife, Esparanza Baltazar.  Rev. Sanchez is a retired District 
Superintendent from the Methodist Church of Mexico who has 
come to the North Alabama Conference as a Missioner through the 
National Hispanic Plan.  Both he and Esparanza also live and offer 
ministry in another area of the Anniston District with employees of 
chicken processing plants and their families. 
 
The Parish has resisted the suggestion to put a trailer into the park 
from which to provide ministry, being concerned that residents will 
live in the area, but not be recognized and acknowledged as a part 
of the total community.  The Parish has begun instead the process 
of renovating the former Parish Ministry Center to create a United 
Methodist Hispanic Community Center! 
 
The opportunities for ministry continue to manifest themselves.  A 
weekly conversational Spanish class has been well attended by 
members of the Parish.  When “goodies” from Little Debbie baked 
goods to cabbage are received at the Parish Ministry Center, they 
are eagerly distributed throughout the park by resident “helpers”!  
An after school program is in the process of being dreamed into 
reality.  

(This Experience of Ministry was received from Rev. Dorsey 
Walker, Director, Upper Sand Mountain Parish, Sylvania, 
Alabama.) 

 
 

RUMINATING 
Cows, goats, and other ruminants all chew cud as part of 
their digesting of food. Here we are inviting you to spend 
some time, chewing the cud, ruminating, over the case study 
together. Not that anyone is suggesting that any of you are 
ruminants. Some of us just tend to think through things by 
chewing. If things later spring to mind, all the better. Share 
them when you next gather. 

 
• From this Experience of Ministry above, what assets can 

you identify  that were  used for ministry? (Luther Snow 
identifies five types of assets -physical, individual, formal 
and informal associations, institutions and economic- in  
The Power of Asset Mapping  How Your Congregation Can 
Act on Its Gifts.)   
 

• Using their assets in a different way, what other  
options/courses of action do you see that they could have 
taken? 

• What are the stories from our congregation’s past that shed 
light on issues similar to this? 

• How do those stories shape our view of ourselves, our assets 
and what we can share? 

• What assets do we have as a congregation to address the 
same or a similar situation? 

• What are the assets in our community that can be shared 
with others in relation to the Experience of Ministry? 

• How was the leadership of the laity helpful in the 
Experience of Ministry? 

• How was the leadership of the pastor helpful? 
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• How was the leadership of other members of the 
congregation or community helpful? 

• What are similar kinds of issues that our community is 
dealing with and how might we share in the work of the 
kingdom? 
 

 
HYMN They’ll Know We Are Christians FWS #2223 
 (or) Here I Am, Lord UMH #593 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Might want to emphasize “ … Thy will be done on earth, as 

it is in heaven …” 

 

BENEDICTION 
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