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Session 
 

Session 3 
Born Again: Faithful Vision 

 
GATHERING AND CALL TO WORSHIPFUL WORK 
 
A LITANY OF VISION 
One Voice: As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 

a day when: 
Left: each member, every congregation and every 

community experiences a new birth of faith, 
hope and love through the movement of God’s 
Spirit among all people. 

One Voice:  As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 
a day when: 

Right: the life and ministry of every congregation is 
honored regardless of size, location, age, 
ethnicity, culture, economic strength or special 
context. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 
a day when: 

Men: the special opportunities, challenges, gifts and  
needs of congregations in rural or town and 
country settings is recognized;  resources  are 
developed which respect and respond to the 
unique problems and potentials present in town 
and country communities, especially those 
dependent upon agriculture, forestry, mining, 
fisheries and other producers of  food, fiber and 
natural resources. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 
a day when: 

Women:  each congregation is responsible for enabling 
persons to experience a life-changing encounter 
with God in Jesus Christ so that all may 
experience the gospel within the Reign of God. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 
a day when: 

Left:  each person is nurtured in a faith relationship 
with God as a Christian disciple through life in a 
faith community  

Right:  and the personal and spiritual gifts of all 
disciples are discovered and sent out in mission 
and ministry to all the world. 

One Voice: As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 
a day when: 

Men:  the political and economic powers that threaten 
to fragment and destroy local communities 
around the world are challenged by the Church; 
the involvement of the Church in this is 
recognized, lamented, repented and forgiveness 
is sought. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 
a day when: 

Women:  the longstanding patterns of racism, exploitation 
of the poor and the powerless and environmental 
degradation are actively addressed. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to 
a day when: 

All:   all Christians are seen as partners in mission, all 
persons are seen as neighbors in Christ. 

 
 
HYMN        For the Fruits of This Creation              UMH #   97 
                  (or) Sing the Almighty Power of God     UMH # 152 
 
 
DEVOTION                 Born Again: Faithful Vision 

 
If you could imagine anything for the future of our 

parish – what do you envision? If you could imagine 
anything for the future of our community – what do you 
envision? What are your hopes and dreams? 
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Allow a time for others to respond to these questions. 
 
 
Read Isaiah 49: 8-13 
 

            Both John the Baptist and Jesus were preaching                  
            repentance. The difference is that John the Baptist focused  
            upon repentance in terms of shaping up so that you can  
            join a future kingdom. Jesus preached repentance in terms  
            of us joining in this Kingdom: It is here and now, a  
            present reality. Come and live in the Kingdom. 

 
“Shalom is a word that the ancient Jews used in their 
greetings and in their farewells. To the Hebrew people of 
Biblical times, it meant much more than our interpretation 
of "peace." Shalom meant total spiritual and physical 
wellbeing. It called up visions of a society perfectly ordered 
by Yahweh, marked by love and justice. Shalom was life as 
God had meant for it to be. It was a world in which the 
needs of every person were met and where each one had 
enough of whatever was required to live a joyful life before 
the Lord. 
 
“Jesus initiated His ministry by declaring that the Kingdom 
of God was at hand (Matt. 4:17). By the Kingdom of God, 
He meant a world in which all that was suggested by 
shalom would be realized. This kingdom was to be 
composed of people delivered from sin and guilt, and freed 
to love one another. It was to have its social institutions 
reshaped according to the will of the heavenly Father and 
would be a society marked by justice, offering to all 
peoples everywhere the opportunity to live with dignity. Its 
citizens were to be spiritually "reborn" through the trans-
forming work of One who was not of this world, and they 
were to be in this world as agents through whom God 
would change the world from what it is into what it ought 
to be. (See Millard Fuller's No More Shacks, Word Books, 

1986, in the Foreword by Tony Campolo, p. 9.)” 

Today, the Church as the Body of Christ exists to help 
carry out that vision of Shalom. It is as if we live between 
two kingdoms – two times – the Now and the Not Yet (See 
Paul Sampley’s book Between Two Times). We have 
entered into the worldview of Christ’s vision, of Christ’s 
Kingdom. Yet we still live in the old kingdom with its 
worldview of inequality, sin and oppression. 

Yet there is still hope. For God remains present in our lives, 
encouraging us in both complex and simple ways to 
respond to one another in the spirit of Shalom. And our 
United Methodist understanding of God’s prevenient grace, 
reminds us that God is a God who goes before us. God is 
already at work in the world around us. Dare we join in? 

 
 

AN EXPERIENCE OF MINISTRY  
The following story tells of how one congregation attempted to 
faithfully live out their vision of shalom, how they attempted to 
live within God’s Kingdom. 
 
Read this Experience of Ministry together. The questions below 
will continue to refer to the witness presented here. 
 
About 4 years ago, President Bush came out with an initiative on 
Faith Based Organizations and Community Based Organizations 
working together.  He even gave money for such.  As happens in a 
lot of cases, the money went to a state agency to hold meetings.  
And so after a couple of meetings, I decided to JUST DO IT.  The 
family advocate for Department of Human Services (Social 
Services) in Archuleta County (she is a member of the Catholic 
Church), the Rector of the Episcopal Church and I decided to do 
something together.  We each talked with our church. The result 
was a year later Pagosa Outreach Connection was formed.  To date 
we have the following organizations involved on a weekly basis: 
Community United Methodist Church 
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St. Patrick's Episcopal Church 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church 
Angelian Fellowship  
Salvation Army 
United Way 
LPEA -the local electric company assistance program 
local Rotary Club 
Department of Human Services 
Domestic Violence Office 
 
More than $57,000 has been paid out by the group for electricity, 
heat, rent and food, medical and dental bills, glasses, prescriptions, 
mileage to the hospital including food and lodging, and yes, even 
counseling for chemically dependent folks. 
 
In three years of ministry, 150 low-income families in Archuleta 
County, Colorado have been assisted by 10 churches and groups 
working together.  
 
(From Don Ford, pastor, Community United Methodist Church, 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado) 

 
RUMINATING 
Cows, goats, and other ruminants all chew cud as part of their 
digesting of food. Here we are inviting you to spend some time, 
chewing the cud, ruminating, over the case study together. Not that 
anyone is suggesting that any of you are ruminants. Some of us 
just tend to think through things by chewing. If things later spring 
to mind, all the better. Share them when you next gather. 

 
• From the Experience of Ministry above, what assets can 

you identify that were  used for ministry? (Luther Snow 
identifies five types of assets -physical, individual, formal 
and informal associations, institutions and economic- in  

The Power of Asset Mapping  How Your Congregation 
Can Act on Its Gifts.)   
 

• Using their assets in a different way, what other options 
/courses of action do you see that they could have taken? 

• What are the stories from our congregation’s past that shed 
light on issues similar to this? 

• How do those stories shape our view of ourselves, our 
assets and what we can share? 

• What assets do we have as a congregation to address the 
same or a similar situation? 

• What are the assets in our community that can be shared 
with others in relation to the Experience of Ministry? 

• How was the leadership of the laity helpful in the 
Experience of Ministry? 

• How was the leadership of the pastor helpful? 
• How was the leadership of other members of the 

congregation or community helpful? 
• What are similar kinds of issues that our community is 

dealing with and how might we share in the work of the 
kingdom? 

 
 
HYMN        God Who Shaped Creation                          UMH #443 
            (or) Wounded World that Cries for Healing       FWS #2177 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Might want to emphasize “ … Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven …” 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
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