
D
a

il
y

 P
r

o
c

ee
D

in
g

s

Section e

Oklahoma Annual
Conference

2011 Journal





179 Daily Proceedings

  DAILY PROCEEDINGS
The Forty-Fourth Session of 

The Oklahoma Annual Conference
of The United Methodist Church

May 29 – June 1, 20111

FiRSt DAY - SUnDAY, MAY 29, 2011

Executive Sessions
  Lay members met in the Christian Life Center at St. Luke’s UMC in Oklahoma City at 3:30 
p.m., while clergy members met in the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. The report of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry was presented and approved at the clergy session. (See Section F – The Business of the 
Annual Conference.)
 

Service of Commissioning – 7:00 p.m.
 Under the leadership of Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr., the 2011 Oklahoma Annual Conference 
began with the Service of Commissioning in the Sanctuary of St. Luke’s UMC. The pre-worship 
concert was performed by the choir of the First United Methodist Church of Moore. Rev. Dr. Eugene 
Lowry was guest preacher for the service. Afterward, a reception honoring Bishop and Dee Hayes, 
Eugene and Sarah Lowry, and those commissioned was held in St. Luke’s Christian Life Center. (See 
Certification of Ordination, page189). 

SECOND DAY - MONDAY, MAY 30 

General Session - 8:30 a.m. 

 Bishop Hayes officially opened the business meeting in the Sanctuary of St. Luke’s UMC. 

  Episcopal Address – By Bishop Hayes. (See Episcopal Address in Section H – Reports.) 

 Laity Address – By Judy Benson, Oklahoma Conference lay leader. Benson said that Jesus 
Christ is our bridge to a life worth living and the key to eternal life. The lay people of our United 
Methodist churches are building bridges to get people to a future where the world is transformed for 
Jesus Christ. 
  
 Teaching Time – By Robert Henry, president of Oklahoma City University. President Henry 
spoke of his two favorite Oklahomans who were also Methodists: Angie Debo, an American historian 
from Marshall, and the legendary Will Rogers.  

Memorial Service and Holy Communion - 10:30 a.m.
 With Bishop Hayes presiding in the worship service in St. Luke’s UMC Sanctuary, the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion was shared, and the Memorial Service celebrated the lives of those recently 
deceased. Rev. Dr. Lowry preached the sermon. Special music was presented by the Youth Choir of 
Enid First United Methodist Church. (See Section J – Memoirs). 

General Session – 2:00 p.m.

 Bishop Hayes opened the session at the Freede Center, Oklahoma City University.   
 
 Enabling motions – Conference Secretary Joseph Harris made the following motions, and they 
were adopted:
 1. The printed program shall be the official program of the 2011 session of The Oklahoma Annual 
Conference, subject to necessary additions and adjustments. 
 2. The minutes of the daily sessions, as prepared by the secretarial staff and reviewed by 
the Oklahoma Conference Department of Communications, shall be the official record of the 
conference.
 3. The bar of the conference for voting, debate, discussion, and other official business of the 
annual conference session shall be restricted to the main floor of the Freede Center, including the stage 
area, without any seating division between laity and clergy. 
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 4. All materials included in the packets, and materials so related and distributed at registration, be 
considered in the hands of the conference members at the opening session so that action concerning 
them may be taken after 24 hours have passed in any cases where such time interval is required. 
 5. The following persons shall be elected as assistant secretaries: Tony Caro, Larry Gaston, 
Claudean Harrison, Andy James, Jeremy Jones, Jan Polson, Marsha Purtell and Valerie Steele. 
 6. The conference shall be organized under the Rules in the 2010 Journal. 

 Ballot No. 1 – The first vote was taken to elect lay delegates for General Conference. The first
 vote was taken to elect clergy delegates for General Conference. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced Mary Ann Smith, Tulsa Asbury member, as his assistant for this 
session.  

 Annual Conference Council Report – By Donna Heldermon, Myrtle Clingenpeel, and Sam 
Powers. (See Section H – Reports.) Clingenpeel spoke of the various areas of the ACC, including 
ministry audits. Each ministry that receives funding from the Conference is required to submit an audit 
including funding requests as well as activities. Sam Powers highlighted the strengths of the Strategic 
Plan and encouraged churches to “help us help you” by following The Plan. Donna Heldermon spoke 
of the proposal to decide where annual conferences will be held beginning in 2013.  

 Trak 1 Video – Diana Northcutt presented a short video regarding the importance of background 
checks and the technology used for project management. 

 Leadership Development Ministry Team Report – By Chuck Stewart. (See Section H-Reports.)  
Stewart spoke of the LEAD Seminars held this year that provided pastors with skills not learned in 
seminary. LEAD Planning Team is made up of  members from OIMC, Oklahoma Annual Conference, 
OCU, Saint Paul’s School of Theology, and The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation. Stewart 
encouraged pastors to sign up for the fall LEAD event.
 
 Board of Laity Report – By Judy Benson, Frank Denney, and Chuck Stewart. (See Section 
H – Reports.) Torch Award was presented to Jim Hagar from First UMC of Edmond for Scouting. 
Shepherd Church Award was presented to First UMC of Edmond, and Bishop’s Award of Excellence 
was presented to First UMC of Claremore.
 A video was presented emphasizing the importance of each and every lay person in the church. 
The role of the Board of Laity is to equip leaders and is accomplished through: Evangelism and 
Leadership training, Senior Adult ministries, Local Church Leaders Workshops, United Methodist 
Women, Young Adult ministries, Stewardship, Small and Rural Churches, Youth Serving Ministries, 
United Methodist Men, Single-Parent Gatherings, Local Church Lay Leaders, Lay Speaking Ministries, 
Growing Spiritually, the upcoming Seminary Lite classes, and, at the Celebrate the Laity luncheon 
during Annual Conference, by recognizing outstanding laity-led ministries. 

 Saint Paul School of Theology at OCU – By Elaine Robinson and Myron McCoy. (See Section 
H – Reports.) Rev. Dr. Robinson explained how Saint Paul School of Theology at OCU is on a “journey 
of love.” The seminary’s first class will graduate in August, and all are serving Oklahoma churches. 
Saint Paul continues to move forward and make disciples of Jesus Christ by working with all people 
in the Conference. A new class series, Seminary Lite, will help laity grow in their faith, specializing 
in Wesleyan studies to enable deeper understanding of who we are as Methodists. Course of Study 
also begins on the OCU campus this fall, for part-time local pastors. 

 Board of Ordained Ministry Report – By Michael Burkett. David Clewell explained the process 
and requirements necessary to become Certified Candidates for ministry. Suzanne Davis presented 
the names of clergy approved to be commissioned or ordained as deacons, and Doyle Sharp presented 
the names of clergy approved to be commissioned or ordained as elders during the 2011 Annual 
Conference. Rev. Sharp also presented the names of those recognized as new Associate Members of 
the Oklahoma Annual Conference. (See Section H – Reports.) 
 The board has more than 60 members, one full-time employee, and awards more than $85,000 
in scholarships each year. 

 Committee on Religion and Race Video – highlighted the importance of creating right 
relationships, and  the effectiveness of partnerships. The 2nd Annual Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. Racial 
Unity Award was presented to Elaine Robinson. 
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 Committee on the Status and Role of Women Video - Highlighted the results of a survey 
regarding obstacles that face women clergy, and how COSROW can meet the needs of women in 
ministry in all aspects of church life. (See Section H – Reports).
    
 United Methodist Women Video – Some goals of UMW in 2011 are to increase attendance, 
provide scholarships, and increase reporting to district coordinators. (See Section H – Reports). 
 
 United Methodist Men Video - Bill Chissoe shared his vision and hope for UMMen. 
Communication, support, and networking between groups are essential. Bishop Hayes pledged to 
help establish the strongest UMMen’s organization in our jurisdiction. 
   
 Lay Speaking Ministry Video – There are 975 lay speakers in the Oklahoma Conference, of 
which 102 are youth lay speakers. Training events can be found on the conference website www.
okumc.org. Lay speakers are ready to show their faith by good deeds. 
  
 Wellness Committee Giveaway – By Jim Jones and Jan Tofani. Jones announced that the new 
health provider for the conference is Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma. You may sign up on that 
website at bcbs.com for personalized health information. 

 Ballot No. 1 report:
 Lay: 4,875 votes cast; 402 invalid votes; 250 needed to elect. Judy Benson elected with 326 votes. 
 Clergy: 4,087 votes cast; 190 invalid votes; 218 needed to elect. No election. 
  

General Session – 6:30 p.m.
 Voting for General/Jurisdictional Conference Delegates continued at the Freede Center, OCU. 
 Ballot No. 2 report: 
 Lay: 4,139 votes cast; 370 invalid votes; 237 needed to elect. Frank Denney elected with 303 
votes; Don Kim elected with 250 votes. 
 Clergy: 3,878 votes cast; 179 invalid votes; 207 needed to elect. Linda Harker elected with 
284 votes; Bob Long elected with 222 votes; Jessica Moffatt Seay elected with 213 votes. 

 Ballot No. 3 report:
 Lay: 3,178 votes cast; 172 invalid votes; 252 needed to elect; Briana Tobey elected with 285 
votes; Bill Junk elected with 257 votes. 
 Clergy: 2,598 votes cast; 42 invalid votes; 214 needed to elect. Frankye Johnson elected with 
235 votes. 

 Ballot No. 4 report:
 Lay: 2,092 votes cast; 136 invalid votes; 246 needed to elect. Herschel Beard elected with 260 
votes; Aly Shahan elected with 253 votes. 
 Clergy: 2,162 votes cast; 62 invalid votes; 211 need to elect. Joe Harris elected with 232 
votes; Brian Bakeman elected with 221 votes; Tom Harrison elected with 214 votes. 

 Ballot No. 5 report:
 Lay: no elections. 
 Clergy: no elections. 

 Ballot No. 6 report:
 Lay: 1,044 votes cast; 26 invalid votes; 256 needed to elect. Bob Anthony elected with 302 votes; 
John Hiller elected with 270 votes. 
 Clergy: 867 votes cast; 11 invalid votes; 215 needed to elect. Guy Ames elected with 229 votes; 
Maggie Ball elected with 224 votes. 

 Balloting begins for Jurisdictional Conference lay and clergy delegates.

 Ballot No. 7 report:
 Lay: 4,647 votes cast; 570 invalid votes; 228 needed to elect. Barbara Perry elected with 358 
votes; Chuck Stewart elected with 303 votes; Tom Junk elected with 300 votes; Debra Davis elected 
with 264 votes; Cara Nicklas elected with 230 votes. 
 Clergy: 3,875 votes cast; 302 invalid votes; 200 needed to elect. Sam Powers elected with 200 
votes. 

http://www.okumc.org
http://www.okumc.org
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 Ballot No. 8 report:
 Lay: 2,064 votes cast; 159 invalid votes; 239 needed to elect. Nikola Paschal elected with 265 
votes; Ahnawake Dawson elected with 251 votes. 
 Clergy: 3,415 votes cast; 263 invalid votes; 198 needed to elect. Tish Malloy elected with 216 
votes; Wade Paschal elected with 214 votes; D.A. Bennett elected with 207 votes; Mouzon Biggs 
elected with 205 votes. 

 Ballot No. 9 report:
 Lay: 1,018 votes cast; 26 invalid votes; 249 needed to elect. Sam Aguirre elected with 283 votes; 
Donna Roberts elected with 272 votes. 
 Lay Reserve Delegates: Trey Witzel, Sharri Hiller, Kathy Caldron, and Mark Springer. 
 Clergy: No elections. 

 Ballot No. 10 report:
 Clergy: 1,696 votes cast; 36 invalid votes; 209 needed for election. Robert Gorrell elected with 
241 votes; Darrell Cates elected with 236 votes; Amy Venable elected with 234 votes; and Twila 
Gibbens elected with 233 votes. 
 Clergy Reserve Delegates: Carlos Ramirez, Mike Chaffin, James Kim, and Jennifer J. Long. 

 General Conference will be held in Florida in April 2012, and Jurisdictional Conference will be 
held in Oklahoma City in July 2012. 

THIRD DAY – TUESDAY, MAY 31  

General Session – 8:30 a.m.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Megan Shewey from First UMC of Enid as his assistant for this 
session. 

 Introduction of legislation not in packet – By Craig Stinson. Items presented to the conference: 
Conference Treasurer’s report. Voting will take place Wednesday morning. 

 Lydia Patterson Institute Report – By Socorro de Anda and David Burris. (See Section H – 
Reports.) President de Anda presented a video showing a Juarez (Mexico) TV news report of LPI 
students who venture through dangerous and violent neighborhoods to cross the border to El Paso, 
Texas, to attend school in the safe haven LPI provides. President de Anda spoke of the many times 
the students give up funds for class trips and donate the money to others in need. LPI is grateful to 
United Methodist churches and agencies that provided $1.2 million in scholarships for LPI students 
to attend college. 

 Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference Report – By David Wilson. OIMC Conference 
Superintendent Wilson presented a video highlighting ministry opportunities with the Choctaw Nation 
in the Durant area, where the Chi Howa Okla church was chartered and meets in the community center. 
A 2.5-acre plot of land was donated by the Choctaw Nation tribal council for the new church, and 
in March 2012, a mission team from Kingsport UMC of Tennessee will help build the facility. Rev. 
Dr. Wilson expressed gratitude for the support of the Oklahoma Conference to OIMC. Oklahoma 
Conference contributed $110,000 last year to help with pastors’ salaries and new ministries. OIMC 
is celebrating four or five new-church starts and other flourishing fellowships. The 169th session of 
that annual conference will be held in Antlers in June.
 
 Treasurer’s Report – By Brian Bakeman. (See Section H – Reports.) A video produced by 
First UMC of Moore described the church’s response to a $140,000 embezzlement crime. After this 
ordeal, the church’s Finance Committee reviewed and revised policies and procedures. Prudent and 
safe business practices are essential to operating a church. Rev. Bakeman urged all congregations to 
follow the rules set out in the Book of Discipline and by the Oklahoma Conference Council on Finance 
and Administration. Chairpersons of local-church finance committees and pastors are encouraged to 
review at least once a year the checklist available to all churches on the website www.okumc.org. 
 Bakeman recommended approval of the audit. It was approved. 

http://www.okumc.org
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 Equitable Compensation Report – By Bruce Brotherton. (See Section H – Reports.) Brotherton 
presented the report. The Schedule of Minimum Compensation changes was presented for approval. 
It was approved. 
 The Ministers’ Moving Expense Fund, with no changes, was presented for approval. It was 
approved.
 Brotherton and Bishop Hayes stressed the importance of the Clergy Housing Standards Policy 
of the Oklahoma Annual Conference and recommended it be studied by each local church’s SPRC 
committees. 
 The report in its entirety was presented for adoption. It was approved. 

 Department of Congregational Development Report – By Chris Tiger and Craig Stinson. 
(See Section H – Reports.) Tiger spoke of the movement to start new churches. New churches have 
50 percent more Professions of Faith than established churches, and they attract more young people 
and more diverse people. 
 Stinson spoke of four new churches in the Oklahoma Conference that were launched in the past 
10 years. In combination, these churches report 942 new people attending worship and 442 professions 
of faith.  
 The two newest congregations are Summit and Connect, in Edmond. Summit has an average 
worship attendance of 100, and Connect has an average worship of 100-140. 
 There are several ways to help give birth to new churches: pray, become a Sister church, throw a 
“baby” shower for a new church, offer financial support, or volunteer to serve as a missionary to the 
new church. 

 Committee on Nominations Report – By Darrell Cates. (See Section C – Boards, Councils, 
Commissions.) Cates presented the changes to the report, from the Pre-Conference Workbook. He 
also presented an enabling motion for Conference staff to make editorial changes regarding clergy 
appointments. 
 Cates presented for approval the report with the enabling motion and also that the Journal be the 
official report of the 2011 Annual Conference. It was approved. 

 Pension and Health Benefits Report – By Mouzon Biggs. (See Section H – Reports.) Biggs 
presented the report. 
 Phil Ware recommended Disciplinary Question 91 be approved. It was approved. 
 Ware recommended the 2012 Past Service Annuity Rate and Funding be set at $604. It was 
approved. 
  Biggs brought forth the following health benefits plan changes for approval. They were 
approved. 
 1. Active participants will see a 6 percent increase in health premiums for 2012. 
 2. Retirees will see a 6 percent increase in health premiums for 2012.
 3. Office visits in 2012 will be $30 for in-network, and those out-of-network will increase to 
$50. 
 4. The Health Benefits Fund (Church Portion) Apportionment will increase 3 percent for 2012.
 5. The special rate is now $34,999 or less, and the regular rate is $35,000 or more. 
 
 All other parts of the plan remain unchanged from last year. Biggs brought forth the motion that 
all printed material be adopted. Report was accepted.

 Special Appeals Offering Video – Presentation encouraged donations for a new ministry building 
at Cookson Hills Center. 

Retirement Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.
 Bishop Hayes led the Litany of Thanksgiving and Passing of the Mantle. The anthem was sung 
by the Retired Clergy Choir. 

    
General Session – 2:00 p.m.

  Courtesy Introductions – Bishop Hayes introduced the following guests: Dean Richard Hayes 
from Duke Divinity School and President Mark Rutland from Oral Roberts University. 
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 Mission and Service Ministry Team Report – By Tom Hoffmann. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Hoffman presented the report. Karen Distefano spoke of the qualifications for churches to participate 
in the All-Star Church Recognition and Award program. Over 50 churches qualified for this award. 
Distefano introduced two Oklahoma clergywomen who are newly commissioned as missionaries 
through the General Board of Global Ministries: Fuxia Wang, who works with the Chinese community 
in Norman and at OU, and Kristen Brown, who works with women and children in the Christian 
community in Jerusalem. 
 Special guest Rachel Barnett from GBGM reported that the Oklahoma Conference supported 
missions in the amount of $1.2 million through Advance giving in 2010. She also presented an award 
to the Oklahoma Conference for giving the most money in 2010 among all annual conferences in the 
South Central Jurisdiction.   
      
  Volunteers In Mission Report – By Jeremy Basset. (See Section H – Reports.) Basset presented 
the report. A video highlighted the call to mission carried out through trips to Zimbabwe by volunteers 
from Victory Memorial UMC in Guymon. A ministry connection with Methodists in Bolivia was 
formed over 25 years ago and continues with the work of David Stephenson, VIM liaison for the 
Bolivia/Oklahoma Partnership and executive director of Engineers in Action. VIM work with Manos 
Juntas (Mexico) continues through building casitas and operating a medical clinic. 
 Basset presented for conference action the proposed document “Oklahoma Volunteers In Mission 
Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines Regarding Short-Term Missions.”   
 Mark Jardine, Muskogee-St. Paul UMC, brought forth a motion to amend the document to become 
effective Jan. 1, 2012, if passed. His motion was seconded. His motion carried. 
 Les Bussell, Hooker UMC, brought forth a motion to postpone voting on the document until 
changes were drafted that clarify which volunteers need to be certified. His motion was seconded. 
The motion carried.  
 Basset brought the VIM report, minus the proposed document, for approval. It was approved. 

 Central Conference Pension Initiative – By Wendy Lambert and Robert Long. The United 
Methodist pension program is ranked No. 1 for U.S. clergy, but many of the central conferences are 
unable to pay pensions or are reducing pensions. The General Conference has established a goal of 
$25 million to cover the cost of sufficiently funding pension plans for those conferences. Overall, the 
denomination has now raised $21.5 million toward the CCPI goal. 
 You may make pledges through the website www.ccpi-umc.org or by phone. 

  Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries Report – By Stan Basler and friends. (See Section 
H – Reports.) A video showed the challenges facing newly released inmates as they re-enter society. 
The CJAMM Exodus House programs help them adjust to life after prison. The CJAMM Redemption 
Churches also help inmates, those formerly imprisoned, their families, and others to find God. 
Lifegate is another effective program. 
 CJAMM New Day Camps are for children whose parents are incarcerated. One youth told of her 
experiences at New Day Camps since she began attending at age 8. She said she felt abandoned by 
her parents, and New Day Camp helped her make friends and gain confidence. She is now enjoying 
being a youth leader in the program. 
 One of the first participants in the Exodus House program expressed thanks to Exodus House, 
Redemption Church, Tulsa’s Boston Avenue UMC, and God for giving him a job and a future. Another 
participant spoke of the acceptance he received from Redemption Church and from CJAMM leaders 
Stan Basler and Steve Byrd, and of the changes God has made in his life. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced Matt Patrick from Claremore UMC as his assistant for the session. 

General Session - 4:10 p.m. 

 Addiction Ministries Video – Students in the Summer School for Chemical Dependency spoke 
of the education they received from the school. 

 Special Appeals Offering Video – The building of New Hope Elementary School in Liberia 
was highlighted in the video. 

 Circle of Care Report – By Lissa Wright and Don Batson. (See Section H – Reports.) Batson 
introduced Steve Vinson, from National Health Care Group, who announced that COC was named 
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Outstanding Ministry in the Nation. Wright presented a plaque to Linda Harker in appreciation of all 
her work while serving on the COC board. Mark Howard presented Harker with a yearbook from the 
young people in the Independent Living Program and flowers from those at the Children’s Home. 
 Wright recognized the top five churches for giving per person: Allen, Weleetka, OKC-Nichols Hills, 
Coalgate, and Chickasha-Epworth. The top five churches recognized for overall giving were: Tulsa-
Asbury, Tulsa-Boston Avenue, Tulsa-First, OKC-Church of the Servant, and Chickasha-Epworth. 
 Howard celebrated the Independent Living Program’s 14 graduates (completing either high 
school or college). He reported 36 residents participating in that program. An intern for the Wesley 
Foundation at Notheastern State University, who is also a resident of ILP from the Children’s Home, 
gave his testimony of finding refuge in the Lord and shared his dream of becoming a clergy elder in 
the Oklahoma Conference. 
 A female resident gave a special presentation by performing a song. 

 Project Transformation Video – Project Transformation consists of literacy-based summer day 
camps that make a difference in the lives of children in urban neighborhoods of Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
City, and Tulsa. Eight church sites hosted 426 children in 2010. After the video presentation, Bishop 
Hayes called the 2011 summer interns to the stage. He invited the audience to join him in laying hands 
on them and led a prayer of commissioning for their summer work. 

 The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation Report – By Bill Junk. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Junk emphasized that the Foundation is a partner and resource to the local church. He was pleased to 
report the success of the EQUIP program; 100 classes of Financial Peace University were offered at 
Oklahoma churches, and 1,000 families attended. 
 Bob Long, new chairperson of the Board of Trustees, spoke of setting up an endowment for St. 
Luke’s UMC through the Foundation, and about the times that endowment has helped with building 
maintenance. 
 All churches are encouraged to build a bridge to the future by utilizing the Foundation’s many 
services. 

  Special Appeals Offering Video – The portion of the Annual Conference offering designated 
for Bolivia will go toward construction of two new churches.

 Introduction of Extension Ministers – Bishop Hayes lifted the following clergy in prayer for 
their special ministries: Rod Newman, Jennifer Long, Steve Dickie, Carol Cook-Moore, Tom Albin, 
Maggie Ball, Elaine Robinson, Mary Gaudreau, Sharon Betsworth, Lin Stern, Gail Edmison, Duane 
Baker, Kathy Coit, Charles Watson, Ernest Jackson Jr., Beverly Powell, Marty Barnes, and Cindy 
Culver. 

 Wellness Committee Giveaway - Jim Jones encouraged all to take part in the health screening.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Lauren Berlingeri, from Fairview UMC, as his assistant. 
 

Service of Ordination – 7:00 p.m.
 
 The pre-worship concert was performed by St. Luke’s UMC choir. The service was held in St. 
Luke’s sanctuary, and was led by Bishop Hayes. A reception was held in the Christian Life Center, 
honoring the new ordinands and missionaries Fuxia Wang and Kristen Brown. (See Certification of 
Ordination, page 190).

THIRD DAY – WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
         

General Session – 8:30 a.m. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced David Kim, from OKC-Korean First UMC, as his assistant for this 
session. 

 Church and Society Report – By Kirt Moelling. (See Section H – Reports.) A social holiness 
retreat dealing with the United Methodist Social Principles was held at Camp Canyon this year, with 
an attendance of 140. The retreat was funded by Peace With Justice. C&S also offered educational 
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opportunities at Local Church Leaders Workshops in six districts, with 100 attendees.   
 Jennifer Long, representing the Environmental Coalition, invited all to attend “Caring for Our 
Home,” a retreat at OCU on Sept. 22-23. Long told of the environmental dangers found at a coal ash 
dumping site in Bokoshe. The coalition is seeking signatures on a petition calling for the regulation 
or halt of the ash transportation by the company Making Money Having Fun LLC.
 The “Resolution for a Call to Civility” was brought forth for approval. (See Section I – 
Resolutions.) It was seconded. A proposal to amend was brought forth: After the word persons, to 
replace the period with a comma and add “while still encouraging and participating in vigorous and 
passionate dialogue about issues”; and to insert “meekness, humility and love” between the words 
civility and those. The proposal was received as a friendly amendment from Randy Little of Harrah 
UMC. 
 The resolution was then approved. 

  Cookson Hills Center Report – By Meri Whitaker. (See Section H – Reports.) A video showed 
one ministry of Cookson Hills, in partnership with drug court, that gives the participants an opportunity 
to be rehabilitated, including job skills and support. This program has been successful in keeping those 
people drug-free. 
 Whitaker presented the report and thanked the conference members for their support.

 Skyline Urban Ministry Report – By Claudia Lovelace. (See Section H – Reports.) Lovelace 
presented a video introducing the two new site directors, Robert Taylor and Caroline Owen, who 
highlighted the services provided at their sites. Della Pickens told of the services provided in the Jets 
program.
 Lovelace brought forth for approval “A Proposed Statement of Relationship between the 
Oklahoma Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church and Skyline Urban Ministry Inc.” It 
was approved.

 Senior Living Ministries Report – By Steven Dickie and John Harned. (See Section H – 
Reports.) Dickie acknowledged the work of the senior-living ministries, which include Epworth 
Villa in Oklahoma City, the United Methodist Retirement & Health Care Center Inc. of Clinton, The 
Commons in Enid, and Oklahoma Methodist Manor in Tulsa. Bishop Hayes introduced Harned as the 
new CEO of Epworth Villa. 
 It was announced that the Apportionment for senior-living ministries will be discontinued, and 
a Mother’s Day special offering will be instituted, beginning in 2012. Churches are requested to 
participate in that offering.

 Discipleship Ministry Team Report – By Greg Tener and James Graham. (See Section H – 
Reports.) Tener presented the report. Graham presented a video highlighting the Multiplying Leadership 
workshop with the Albin Institute. Cydni Tillery presented a video highlighting the Natural Church 
Development programs. Mark McAdow presented the Harry Denman Evangelism Awards to lay 
member Tom Pace of OKC-Church of the Servant and to Robert E. Long, senior pastor of OKC-St. 
Luke’s UMC. 
 
 Camps and Retreat Ministries Video – A video was shown celebrating the camps and retreats 
held at Canyon Camp, Camp Egan, and Cross Point Camp. The year 2010 saw the largest number of 
campers ever. Randy McGuire introduced Josh Pulver as the new director at Camp Egan. 

 Academy for Spiritual Formation Video – A video invited all to attend the five-day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation scheduled for the fall of 2012. 
   
 Discipleship for Small-Membership Churches Report – By Diana Northcutt. (See Section H 
– Reports.) Northcutt presented the report and spoke of the events held throughout the year, as well 
as the Trak-1 technology being implemented for background checks. 

  Youth Ministries Report – By Matt Patrick and Adam Brinson. (See Section H – Reports.) Patrick 
presented the report. The Conference Council on Youth Ministry (CCYM) has been reorganizing, 
moving ahead with fundraisers, working to double attendance at the annual conference youth summit, 
and making sure each district has a District Council on Youth Ministry. 
 Brinson spoke of his experiences working at youth camps and encouraged more adults to get 
involved. 
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 Young Adult Council Video – A video showed the events available to young adults in the 
conference. Andy Hinson spoke of a mission opportunity for Oklahoma young adults with peers in 
the Holsten Conference, helping tornado victims. Nathan Mattox presented the report and introduced 
Adam Shahan as clergy co-chair of the Young Adult Ministry Council. 
    
 Campus Ministry Report – By Jim Hill. (See Section H – Reports.) Through video, campus 
ministers and students told of being part of a campus ministry and how it affected their lives. Phil 
Jones was announced as recipient of the Lamplighter Award for his service as director of Campus 
Ministries.
 

General Session – 10:45 a.m.

 A special song, “How He Loves Us,” was performed by youth delegates Megan Noble and 
Brandon Willis. 

  Rural/Small-Membership Church Video – The video highlighted the growing Project Noel 
ministry, with 100 churches participating in 2010. Commission Chairperson Amanda Lockwood 
invited smaller churches to contact the commission for more information on how to participate in the 
holiday gift program. She also spoke of the new Magnetic Church Plan. 

 Mount Sequoyah Assembly Video – A video highlighted the opportunities available at the 
conference and retreat center that serves the South Central Jurisdiction and invited all to “come to 
The Mountain” for ministry and mission. 

 Oklahoma City University Report – By Maggie Ball and Robert Henry. (See Section H – 
Reports.) Ball presented the report and invited all to visit campus and participate in the many events 
held at OCU throughout the year. A video highlighted the ways students become involved in activities, 
the quality education they receive, and the opportunities for them to follow their dreams. 
 Oklahoma City University, along with the Woodworth Estate, provides three scholarships to Lydia 
Patterson Institute students. Fernie Rivera is a graduate of both LPI and OCU. Rivera told his story 
of attending LPI, meeting Matt Franks from Yukon UMC when Franks visited the El Paso, Texas, 
school, and choosing to go to OCU. Rivera told of his personal struggle to do what he wanted versus 
what God wanted for him; he changed his major from Business Administration to Religion. Rivera 
said he does not regret the decision and is thankful to the Oklahoma Conference for guiding him to 
now attend seminary at Saint Paul School of Theology at OCU.
 President Henry announced that Bishop Hayes is his current favorite Oklahoma Methodist and 
presented the bishop with a commemorative Will Rogers UMC plate. Henry said he is proud of the 
connection between OCU and the Oklahoma Conference. He spoke of the U.S. financial hardships 
that have affected the university as well, but he also noted that, even in these hard times, OCU was 
able to give $5.9 million in scholarships and aid to United Methodist students. 

 Bishop Hayes acknowledged Mark Ashton for 10 years of service as chancellor for the Oklahoma 
Conference. Ashton is retiring, and Bishop Hayes introduced the new chancellor, John Ray Green 
from Duncan-First UMC, in the Lawton District. 

 Annual Conference Council recommendation - Donna Heldermon brought forth the 
recommendation that all future annual conference gatherings be held in a single strategic location, that 
location being Oklahoma City, and the OCU campus being our primary meeting facility, beginning 
with the 2013 conference. The recommendation was approved. 

 VIM Proposal – A motion was brought forth that the substitute document be approved. It was 
seconded. (See Section I – Resolutions.) A friendly amendment was made to insert “GBGM” before 
each reference to Individual Volunteer. It was accepted. A friendly amendment was made to remove 
the word Travel. It was accepted.
 The document was approved. 

General Session – 2:00 p.m.

  Bishop Hayes recognized Phil Ware and Stan Warfield, who are retiring, as the last two pastors 
serving this annual conference who began ministry in the Evangelical United Brethren Church (EUB). 
The EUB and Methodist denominations merged in 1968 to become The United Methodist Church.
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 Archives and History Video – Jerry Gill told of the new programs that have been initiated 
in the conference this year. Christina Wolf sent a special thank-you for the conference’s generous 
donations, support, and interest in the archives of the Oklahoma Conference and the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference. She encouraged churches and individuals to contact her office for any historical 
information. 

 Department of Communications Report – By Shari Goodwin and Joe Harris. (See Section 
H – Reports.) Bishop Hayes gave a special thanks to the Communications Department for their work 
on the videos and voting procedures for this Annual Conference. 
 Goodwin presented the report. Voting, under Harris’ leadership, was finished in less than 3 hours. 
The conference was available for viewing by anyone via Internet live streaming. Facebook and Twitter 
also were being used to post voting results and other announcements. 
 Contact the Magazine was a national award winner this year. 
 An Apportionment video will be created, using the videos shown in this Annual Conference, for 
each local church to use. And video reports can be updated by the department for future reporting. 
 A video showed the effectiveness of all the tools of communication available to our churches through 
current technology. Resources and training are available at United Methodist Communications. 
 A feature called “Contact Breaking News” is new to the website, www.okumc.org.

 Conference Board of Trustees Report – By Mark Brown. (See Section H – Reports.) Brown 
introduced Charles Hull, who presented the Ministry Protection Committee report.
 Brown presented the following resolutions for approval. (See Section I – Resolutions.)
 “Resolution for Discontinuance of the Caddo UMC and Merger with the First UMC of 
Durant, Okla.” It was approved. 
 “Resolution for Abandonment of the Former Wesley UMC property in Lawton, Okla.” It 
was approved. 
 “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Grace UMC in Lawton, Okla.” It was 
approved. 
 Bishop Hayes gave a special prayer for those churches’ members and communities.
 Brown presented the report for approval. It was approved.  
  
 Council on Finance and Administration Report – By Tom Harrison. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Harrison recognized the efforts of the CF&A Executive Committee and gave thanks to Brian Bakeman 
for his extraordinary work. Harrison presented the report. 
 Harrison presented the 2012 Annual Conference Budget for approval. It was approved.  

 Jeremy Basset introduced Sam Powers, pastor of Piedmont UMC, who told of experiencing 
the May 24 tornado that ravaged the Piedmont community. Some church members lost their homes. 
Many members of the congregation, as well as people of other denominations, have served together 
to help those affected by feeding disaster survivors and volunteers. Powers encouraged congregations 
to consider putting storm shelters in parsonages. Persons wanting to volunteer can contact Richard 
Norman, VIM disaster response coordinator. Basset announced a special offering for the tornado 
response; containers for donations will be available at the conclusion of the annual conference.

 Motion to Receive Printed Reports – Joe Harris moved that any printed reports not yet acted 
upon be accepted as official reports of the conference. The motion was approved. 

 Joe Harris thanked GNTV for its technical work during the conference, as well as Cory’s Audio 
Visual Services, which supplied the equipment. Harris thanked the tellers, associate secretaries, and 
his staff for all their work to make the conference run smoothly. 
 
 Invitation to 2012 Annual Conference Site – Mouzon Biggs Jr. invited the Oklahoma Conference 
to meet at Boston Avenue United Methodist Church in Tulsa. The invitation was accepted.

 The 2011 Annual Conference session was adjourned at 3:38 p.m.

 
Service of Sending Forth – 3:50 p.m.

 The service was led by Judy Benson. Bishop Hayes delivered the message, and the Cabinet 
members read the changes in clergy appointments. (See Section G – Appointments.) 
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      CERTIFICATION OF ORDINATION

     This is to certify that in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on the 29th day of May, 2011, I 
commissioned, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, the following Deacons: Cynthia J. Culver, Hal Hamilton, Ulrik R. Petersen. 

     On the 29th day of May, 2011, I commissioned, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following Elders: Kyle Anderson, Brandon 
Robert Blacksten, Kathy Ann Brown, Tari Lynn Carbaugh, James Edward Cinocca Jr., 
April Coates, Tiffany Nagel D’Amours, Temple Diehl, Felecia Hensley, Adam Leathers, 
Nancy J. McCullough, Alan R. Nagel, Gerard Nsabimana, Matthew B. Scraper, Timothy 
Joe Trujillo Sr. 

 On the 29th day of May, 2011, I recognized, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following as Associate Members: Robert 
S. Duran Sr., Daniel Llanos-Jimenez, Don H. Whitman. 

 On the 31st day of  May, 2011, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, the following Deacons: Richard Wesley Norman, Jim 
Stilwell, Erica Cecile Thomas. 

 On the 31st day of May, 2011, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, the following elders: Lester Dennison Bussell Jr., Scott 
Elliott Heusel, Elizabeth Horton-Ware, Jan Johnson Fletcher, Patti McCall, Gloria Grace 
McGee-Denton, Sheri Smith Lashley, Spencer Smith, Mark T. Whitley.

        

    
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION

  The foregoing proceedings, with reports herein published, were adopted by the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church at its forty-fourth Annual Session, held in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, May 29-June 1, 2011, as the official record, and we hereby 
certify that they are correct.

              

  
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church                             Secretary of the Annual Conference
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CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION

 This is to certifiy that the following were elected delegates and reserve delegates to 
the 2012 General and Jurisdictional Conferences, and that they were elected in the order 
listed.
 
 Lay Delegates to the General Conference: 
 Judy Benson, Frank Denney, Don Kim, Briana Tobey, Bill Junk, Herschel Beard, 
 Aly Shahan, Bob Anthony, John Hiller. 

 Clergy Delegates to the General Conference:   
 Linda Harker, Bob Long, Jessica Moffatt Seay, Frankye Johnson, Joe Harris, 
 Brian Bakeman, Tom Harrison, Guy Ames, Maggie Ball. 

 Lay Delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference: 
 Barbara Perry, Chuck Stewart, Tom Junk, Debra Davis, Cara Nicklas, Nikola 
 Paschal, Ahnawake Dawson, Sam Aguirre, Donna Roberts. 

 Clergy Delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference:
 Sam Powers, Tish Malloy, Wade Paschal, D.A. Bennett, Mouzon Biggs, Robert
 Gorrell, Darrell Cates, Amy Venable, Twila Gibbens. 

 Lay Reserve Delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference: 
 Trey Witzel, Sharri Hiller, Kathy Caldron, Mark Springer. 

 Clergy Reserve Delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference:
 Carlos Ramirez, Mike Chaffin, James Kim, Jennifer J. Long. 
  

Joseph Harris, Secretary
Oklahoma Annual Cofnerence


