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  DAILY PROCEEDINGS
The Forty-Second Session of 

The Oklahoma Annual Conference
of The United Methodist Church

May 24-May 28, 2009

FIRST DAY – SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2009

 Under the leadership of Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr., the 2009 Oklahoma Annual Conference 
began with an opening worship celebration at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Oklahoma 
City. The pre-worship concert was performed by the Quayle UMC Choir and Oklahoma 
Conference Gospel Choir, and the sermon was given by Bishop Linda Lee of the Wisconsin Area. 
Following the evening worship, an ice-cream social was held in the Christian Life Center. 

SECOND DAY – MONDAY, MAY 25, 2009

Executive Sessions 
 Lay members met in the Christian Life Center at St. Luke’s UMC at 10 a.m., while clergy members 
met in the sanctuary at 10:15 a.m. The report of the Board of Ordained Ministry was presented and 
approved at the clergy session. (See Section F–The Business of the Annual Conference.) 

Memorial Service and Holy Communion – 1:30 p.m.
 With Bishop Hayes presiding in the worship service at St. Luke’s UMC, the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion was shared, and the Memorial Service celebrated the lives of clergy and their spouses 
who died during the past year. Bishop Lee preached the sermon, and the anthem was performed by 
the OKC-Korean First United Methodist Church. (See Section J–Memoirs.)  

General Session – 3:30 p.m.
	 Bishop	Hayes	officially	opened	the	business	meeting	in	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Luke’s	UMC.	
  
 Organization of the Annual Conference—Conference Secretary Joseph Harris made the 
following motions, and they were adopted. 
	 1.		 The	printed	program	shall	be	the	official	program	of	the	2009	session	of	The	Oklahoma	
Annual Conference, subject to necessary additions and adjustments. 
 2. The minutes of the daily sessions, as prepared by the secretarial staff, examined by the 
Committee	on	the	Journal,	and	approved	by	the	Annual	Conference,	shall	be	the	official	record	of	
the conference. 
	 3.	 The	bar	of	the	conference	for	voting,	debate,	discussion,	and	other	official	business	of	
the	annual	conference	session	shall	be	restricted	to	the	main	floor	of	the	Freede	Center,	without	any	
division between lay and clergy.
 4. During the Tuesday evening discussion of the constitutional amendments, the bar of the 
conference for voting purposes shall be St. Luke’s Christian Life Center and Fellowship Hall.
	 5.		 During	the	discussion	on	Tuesday	evening,	the	rule	for	floor	debate	shall	be	3	statements	
for and 3 statements against at 1 minute each. 
 6. All materials included in the packets and materials so related and distributed at 
registration shall be considered in the hands of the conference members at this opening session so 
that action concerning them may be taken after 24 hours have passed in any cases where such time 
interval is required.
 7. The following persons shall be elected as assistant secretaries: Tony Caro, Larry Gaston, 
Sharri Hiller, Michelle McCarty, Jan Polson,  Marsha Purtell, Kelley Segler, Valerie Jones Steele, 
and Sheri Laskley as alternate.
 Episcopal Address— By Bishop Hayes. (See Episcopal Address in Section H–Reports.) 

 Laity Address—By Judy Benson, Oklahoma Conference lay leader. She spoke on the conference 
theme: “Living the Plan: Loving Radically, Serving Compassionately, Making Disciples Intentionally.” 
From her remarks: “What a great theme! Whose plan is it? It’s God’s plan. But what’s with this ‘living’ 



180 Daily Proceedings

stuff? Living requires commitment, action, energy, endurance, determination, and exhilaration. We’re 
being asked to live radically, compassionately, and intentionally. The Oklahoma Conference is not 
just going through the motions – we are committed to giving our all in living God’s plan. The United 
Methodist Church doesn’t turn rapidly or easily, but we can and we are turning in God’s direction. 
 “Who is going to bring new people to Christ, feed the hungry, set prisoners free, visit the sick, 
clothe the poor, nurture the children in faith? It will require inspired and dedicated clergy and equipped 
and willing laity – working together. 
 “The 2008 General Conference approved legislation by the Association of Annual Conference 
Lay Leaders that now includes our witness as well as our prayers, presence, gifts, and service to the 
United Methodist Church in our membership vows. Witness is part of God’s plan. 
 “Perry and Checotah church members have business cards about their church and faith to hand 
out. Norman women make prayer shawls that go out with a witness of love and prayers. Young people 
share their witness as they invite others to be part of their youth groups. 
 “Ardmore-First passes out holiday baskets at Christmas and stays in contact with those families 
throughout the year. Other churches help with programs like the backpack ministry that feeds hungry 
children in our communities. First Church in Oklahoma City has prayer teams for all their ministries.  
 “We’ve said our conference plan is about reaching more people, diverse people, and younger 
people for Christ. Studies show that 19 percent of teens have never been churched and 59 percent who 
were part of a church in their teens disengage in their 20s. The Board of Laity conducted a survey of 
churches that have young adults and young families to determine why they attend there. The results 
showed it had a lot to do with community, listening, reaching out, being relevant, authentic, accepting, 
and being involved in something they feel really makes a difference. Having an effective pastor doesn’t 
hurt, either. 
 “Once the young families, young adults, and teens are in our midst, they deserve to feel the love 
of Jesus Christ as an integral part of a caring community, to be appreciated, given leadership roles, 
be full recipients and participants, and have the freedom to do things differently than we might do 
them. 
 “Each of our churches in the Oklahoma Conference can make a difference in transforming the 
world for Jesus Christ.”
 
 Strategic Plan Report—By Craig Stinson, Conference director of Congregational Development 
and Connectional Ministries. He said there has been a tremendous response to the new Strategic Plan 
that was approved last year. Out of the 529 churches in the conference, 500 have responded in some 
way. We are making disciples of Jesus Christ, and helping existing disciples grow deeper in the love 
and likeness of Christ. We are reaching new people, diverse people, and young people. 
 Some plans for growing in effective ministry that churches are using include Natural Church 
Development, DNA Coaching, and Bishop Schnase’s book “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.” 
Some plans that other Conferences are using include “Charting the Course,” “Does Your Church Have 
a Prayer?” and Kevin Watson’s “A Blueprint for Discipleship.” 
 About 80 smaller and middle-sized churches are interested in “rethinking” ministry but need 
some help. In response to their request, the Conference staff has been realigned and there is now a 
staff member dedicated to that task. Diana Northcutt has been named Director of Discipleship with 
Small Membership Churches. Contact Northcutt or Stinson to get the help you need. Help is available 
for any church of any size. 
 Help is also available through Local Church Leader Workshops and Lay Leader Focus Days. 
There are trained teams of laity in every district to help you. 
 One way to measure the vitality of our congregations is through average worship attendance. The 
numbers	from	2008	were	compared	to	the	numbers	from	five	years	ago,	and	we	found	that	a	third	of	
our churches have grown in average worship attendance. About a third of rural churches grew, about 
a third of town churches grew, about a third of city churches grew, and about a third of suburban 
churches	grew.	To	find	out	why	their	attendance	has	grown,	Bishop	Hayes	will	be	inviting	pastors	of	
those churches to gather, to ask them what they have in common that has caused the growth. Then 
Bishop Hayes will invite the lay leaders of those churches to gather to discuss that same question. We 
will see what we can learn from their responses. 
 Your responses to the Strategic Plan have generated a lot of discussion. We don’t have answers 
yet, but are trying to ask better and better questions. We believe the answers are somewhere inside 
you, rather than out there with some kind of expert. 
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 The song “Finally Free” was sung by 8-year-old Heather Martin, who attends Cache United 
Methodist Church in the Lawton District. She also sang at the 2008 Annual Conference.

 Board of Ordained Ministry Report—Led by Michael Burkett. Suzanne Davis and Doyle Sharp 
read the names of clergy approved to be commissioned/ordained during the 2009 Annual Conference. 
(See	Certificate	of	Ordination—Section	E).		

Service of Commissioning — 7 p.m.
 The pre-worship concert at St. Luke’s UMC was performed by the OKC-Church of the Servant 
Choir. Bishop Linda Lee was guest preacher for the Service of Commissioning. Afterward, a reception 
honored Bishop Lee, Bishop and Mrs. Robert E. Hayes, those newly commissioned, and their 
families.

THIRD DAY – TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2009
Service of Word and Table – 7 a.m.

Barry Hayes, Preaching

Morning Devotion – 8 a.m.
Homily: Frankye Johnson 

General Session – 8:30 a.m.  
Freede Center, OCU

 Bishop Hayes introduced Josh Pulver as his assistant for the morning. 

Strategic Plan Emphasis #1: How are we building healthy congregations 
that plant new faith communities?  

 Annual Conference Council Report—By Donna Helderrmon, Myrtle Clingenpeel, and Sam 
Powers. (See Section H-Reports)

 Discipleship Ministry Team Report—By Greg Tener and James Graham. (See Section 
H—Reports.) Resources for DNA Coaching are available from Derrek Belase, pastor at Stillwater-
Highland Park UMC. Tener discussed events coming up in Sept and Oct. 
 Graham spoke of using Natural Church Development (NCD), a process that helps church examine 
themselves	and	determine	their	needs,	to	grow	and	flourish	by	recruiting	young	people	into	the	church.	
Graham encouraged other congregations to contact NCD leaders in Oklahoma. 
 Bob Pierson presented the report from the Evangelism Committee and encouraged everyone 
to attend upcoming training events. Mark McAdow presented the 2009 Harry Denman Evangelism 
Awards to layman Mike Sparks, Mangum UMC, and clergyman Tom McElroy, Tulsa-First UMC. 

 Director of Discipleship with Small Membership Churches Report—By Diana Northcutt. 
Northcutt	discussed	the	specific	needs	of	smaller-membership	churches.	She	encouraged	church	leaders	
to contact her to set up a meeting with her to develop an effective strategic plan for their church. Her 
focus will be on consultations in the local churches and leadership development.

 Healthy Congregations Quadrant A: How are we helping people grow closer to God? 

 Academy for Spiritual Formation Report—By Elaine Gragg. Gragg reported that the number 
of attendees at Academy for Spiritual Formation retreats has increased for both laity and clergy. Five 
have	completed	the	two-year	study,	and	five	more	are	enrolled.	Tim	Travers,	OKC-Church	of	 the	
Servant, spoke of his inspiring experience at the fall 2008 retreat. 

 Camps and Retreat Ministries Report—By Ed Coy Light and Randy McGuire. (See Section 
H—Reports.) McGuire asked for continued prayers and support for U.S. military personnel. McGuire 
introduced camper Greg Lacey from New Hope UMC in OKC, whose life was transformed by camping 
and who has become a youth minister. Repairs and improvements are being made at all three camp 
sites in the state. 
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 Chairman Light spoke of the impact camping made in his life. The Ray of Light Campaign will 
raise	funds	to	finish	facilities	at	the	sites.	The	campaign	seeks	to	recruit	7,000	people	who	will	each	
commit $100 per year for three years to fund capital improvements to the campgrounds. 
 “Transforming the World, Warming the Heart” is the theme for the 2009 summer camps. 
 McGuire announced new camps:  Living Justly in an Unjust World, for youths; a young adult 
camp; and Single-Parent Family Gathering.

 Youth Ministries Report—By Adam Hull and Diana Northcutt. (See Section H—Reports.) 
Northcutt spoke about Hull’s initial reluctance to take part in a mission trip to Louisiana after Hurricane 
Katrina. He went anyway, and his experience inspired him. On the trip, Hull felt called to ministry. Hull 
presented a donation of $7,000 to Bishop Hayes from the Youth to the special offering for Liberia. 

 Healthy Congregations Quadrant B: How are we helping 
individual disciples give themselves away? 

 Volunteers In Mission Report—Led by Jeremy Basset. (See Section H–Reports.) Bassett 
announced the 2009 celebration of 20 years of VIM ministry by the Oklahoma Conference. Robyn 
Thompson-Goggs represented a mission team from Hennessey UMC. That congregation raised 
$40,000 in support of the team’s service project at Port Elizabeth, South Africa. The volunteers will 
do construction and lead a day camp for children whose parents died from AIDS. The team will also 
lead training for dealing with grief and counseling.
 Richard Norman spoke of the complex challenges for Early Disaster Response teams that served 
in more than 45 states this past year. 
 The Warm Heart Award was presented to Ray Crawford, pastor of Claremore-First UMC.
 Evelyn Phyffer invited Oklahoma United Methodists to join Bishop Hayes on the VIM mission 
trip to Liberia scheduled for early 2010. 

Retirement Worship Service – 10:30 a.m.
 Bishop Hayes led the Litany of Thanksgiving and Passing of the Mantle. The anthem was sung 
by the Retired Clergy Choir. 

General Session – 2 p.m.
 Bishop Hayes introduced Don Kim, OKC-South District lay leader, as his assistant for the 
early afternoon session. Linda Deberry, McAlester District lay leader, was the assistant for the late 
afternoon session. Bishop Hayes announced a donation of $328.10 for Liberia was received at the 
Board of Laity Luncheon. 
 
 The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation Report—By Bill Junk, Foundation president. 
Junk expressed his concern about the current economic crisis but also announced that The Foundation 
has	 been	 shining	 brightly	 by	 helping	ministries	 cope	financially	 and	 through	 critical	 investment	
decisions. The Foundation helps provide scholarships to Oklahoma City University and is establishing 
the LIFE fund to help clergy with educational debt. 
 Junk encouraged attendance at Stewardship Focus Day, on Aug. 28, 2009, at OKC-Chapel Hill 
UMC. He introduced Mike Wiley, senior consultant, the newest staff member of the Foundation. 

 Circle of Care Report—Led by Lissa Wright, board chairperson. President/CEO Don Batson 
introduced Mark Howard, Residential Services director, who presented the Circle of Care young 
residents. They performed a spiritual interpretation of the song “Testify to Love.”  
	 Wright	presented	plaques	to	the	top	five	churches	for	individual	giving:	Rocky	Point	UMC	and	
Weleetka UMC, McAlester District; Chickasha Epworth UMC and OKC-Asbury UMC, OKC-South 
District; and Jefferson UMC, Enid District.
	 Wright	presented	plaques	to	the	top	five	churches	for	overall	giving:	OKC-Church	of	the	Servant,	
North OKC District, and in Tulsa District: Asbury, First, Boston Avenue, and Broken Arrow-First.  
	 Steven	testified	about	learning	to	respect	others	and	loving	radically	through	his	experience	as	a	
resident of Boy’s Ranch at Gore. He expressed his gratitude to Circle of Care and Bishop Hayes.
 Julie McDonald described Pearl’s Hope, a new transitional housing program that provides help 
to homeless single mothers and their children. 
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  Healthy Congregations Quadrant C: How are we helping people 
meet God through worship and small groups? 

 Jennifer Pasco presented the Francis Asbury Award, for support and service to campus ministry, 
to Ron Gilbert, a member of Miami UMC.  

 Older Adult Council Report—By Jennifer Pasco. (See Section H-Reports). Pasco encouraged 
local churches to develop programs that include older adults. 

 Healthy Congregations Quadrant D: How are we 
transforming our communities/state/world? 

 Project Transformation Report—By Ashleigh Sorrell Rose. (See Section H-Reports). Sorrell 
Rose highlighted Project Transformation literacy opportunities that minister to hundreds of young 
campers with the help of college interns, volunteers, and partner churches. 

 How are we planting new faith communities? 

 Department of Congregational Development Report—By David Burris, Chris Dodson, and 
Craig Stinson. (See Section H-Reports). Congregational Development is investing in leadership and 
facilitating new church starts. Pastor Dodson told of the amazing experience of birthing Cross Timbers, 
a	new	church	start	in	Moore.	The	“mom”	church	is	Moore-First	UMC.	To	find	out	more	about	Cross	
Timbers, visit www.mycrosstimbers.org. 
 
 Hispanic Ministries Report—By Wendi Neal and Carlos Ramirez. The Hispanic Ministries 
Society is supervised by the Hispanic Ministries Committee, which is helping create leadership and 
self-sufficiency	within	the	Hispanic	ministry	fellowships.

 Asian Initiatives Report—By Don Kim. He thanked Craig Stinson and Congregational 
Development for creating the Asian Initiative, to help bridge the barriers between Asian congregations 
and other congregations in the Conference. One project led by OKC-Korean First UMC is reaching 
out to Asian students at Oklahoma City University. Also, ministry in the Vietnamese community is 
being developed and a clergy leader is being sought. The initiative will continue to seek new ways to 
minister to the Asian communities. 

 Rural/Smaller Membership Church Report—By Amanda Lockwood and Mike Mahaffey. 
(See Section H–Reports). Lockwood thanked Lyle Shipley, former chairperson, for his work. 
The commission has had a busy, successful year and is looking for idea-starters and new ministry 
opportunities. Green Sprouts for God’s Church (GS for GC) is one project started to help small/rural 
churches stay rooted in the conference’s mission. Project Noel, started by commission member Joe 
Tilton, was a huge success in 2008, and participation in 2009 is encouraged.  

 Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century (SBC 21) Report —By Ernest Jackson Jr. 
(See Section H-Reports) Jackson said the newly formed SBC 21 brings together ongoing efforts to help 
predominately African-American congregations become more effective in mission and ministry. 

 Leadership Development Ministry Team Report—By Chuck Stewart. (See Section H–Reports.) 
The team accepted the challenge of implementing the Strategic Plan Playbook training at Local Church 
Leader Workshops. 

 Oklahoma City University Report—Led by Maggie Ball and Tom McDaniel. (See Section 
H–Reports.) OCU was delighted to welcome the delegates and guests for the 2009 conference. OCU is 
committed to building servant leaders, and one way is through Youth Servant Leadership Scholarships. 
This past year almost $4 million in scholarships were given to United Methodist students.
 Ball introduced Adam Shahan, a senior who also serves as a student local pastor at Lexington 
UMC. Shahan spoke of his call to become an elder in The United Methodist Church through his 
experience at OCU. 
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 OCU is also committed to building great laity in the church. Ball introduced Aloise McCullough, a 
recipient of the new scholarship offered to dependents of United Methodist clergy. McCullough spoke 
of the blessings she has received by being an OCU student and her relationship with the administration, 
which has prepared her for the future. 
 Ball introduced OCU President Tom McDaniel, who expressed his delighted at hosting the 
conference at our university. McDaniel thanked the conference for its support and for providing staff 
such as Maggie Ball, Rod Newman, and Jennifer L. Long. There were 23 students enrolled in the 
inaugural year of the Saint Paul School of Theology at OCU. Overall enrollment at OCU is up, and 
the student retention rate is more than 80 percent.   
 McDaniel said OCU is doing everything possible to be good stewards and make sure the economic 
crisis does not affect students. The “You’re  A Name and Not A Number” Fund was created to help 65 
students who otherwise would not have been able to continue their education in the spring semester. 
McDaniel introduced Board of Trustees member Tal Oden, who was honored for his work and dedication 
to the university. Oden was presented with a picture of Bishop W. Angie Smith Chapel. 

 The Divas—Twila Gibbens Rickman, Jessica Moffat Seay, and Amy Venable—closed the session 
by singing “Operator, Give Me Jesus.” 

Walk for Health and Wholeness – 4:30 p.m.
 The 1-mile walk encircling the OCU campus was led by Bishop Hayes and Jan Tofani. 
In honor of the 10th anniversary of the health screening program at Annual Conference, prize 
drawings encouraged those who participated in the 2009 testing.
 

Roundtable Conversation around Constitutional Amendments – 6:30 p.m.
 The Roundtable Conversation and voting were held in the Christian Life Center at St. Luke’s.
The results of the voting are as follows: 
   Valid
Amendment Yes  No  Ballots Description
1  315  447  762  Worldwide Nature of Church
2  315  449  764  Worldwide Nature of Church
3  315 449  764  Worldwide Nature of Church
4  317  447  764  Worldwide Nature of Church
5  316  445  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
6  314  445  759  Worldwide Nature of Church
7  312  444  756  Worldwide Nature of Church
8  315  448  763  Worldwide Nature of Church
9  317  446  763  Worldwide Nature of Church
10  316  447  763  Worldwide Nature of Church
11  315  447  762  Worldwide Nature of Church
12  315  446  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
13  316  446  762  Worldwide Nature of Church
14  313  449  762  Worldwide Nature of Church
15  314  448  762  Worldwide Nature of Church
16  313  447  760  Worldwide Nature of Church
17  314  447  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
18  314  447  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
19  314  447  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
20  313  448  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
21  314  447  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
22  314  447  761  Worldwide Nature of Church
23  315  445  760  Worldwide Nature of Church
24  365  399  764  Membership Requirements
25		 228		 536		 764		 Conflict	of	Interest
26  566  191  757  Adding “Gender”
27  610  152  762  Annual Conference membership
28  222  538  760  Committee on Investigation
29  593  164  757  Election of Clergy
30  717  43  760  Bermuda
31  469  291  760  Admission into a church
32  684  73  757  Basis for Electing Bishops
(These amendment numbers conform with the Pre-Conference Workbook.)
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Evening Worship – 9 p.m.
 The worship service was held in St. Luke’s sanctuary, with music provided by St. Luke’s LifeLight 
Band. 

FOURTH DAY – WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2009
Service of Word and Table – 7 a.m.

Janice Meese, Preaching

Morning Devotion – 8 a.m.
Homily: David Wiggs

General Session – 8:30 a.m.
	 Bishop	Hayes	introduced	Adam	Hull	as	the	assistant	for	the	first	morning	session,	and	Chelsea	
Riley as the assistant for the second morning session. 

 Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference Report—By David Wilson, OIMC conference 
superintendent.  The 167th Session of the OIMC Annual Conference was set to begin Thursday, June 
4, 2009, in Anadarko. Wilson said the past year has been full of joy and challenges for OIMC churches. 
Apportionment support from the Oklahoma Conference for 2008 totaled more than $117,000, an 
increase from the previous year. 
 OIMC has launched a new church in Clinton, Oklahoma. Bryan Chapel UMC, in Muskogee 
District,	is	to	be	closed	officially	by	the	Oklahoma	Conference	at	this	annual	conference.	The	property	
will be deeded to OIMC. The OIMC will appoint a Cherokee laywoman to lead a church there.  
 The Oklahoma and OIMC Conferences will host the 2012 South Central Jurisdictional Conference.  
Wilson said the relationship between the two conferences is strong and growing. 
 

Strategic Plan Emphasis #2: How are we identifying, 
recruiting, equipping, and sending spiritual leaders? 

 Campus Ministries Report—Led by George Warren and Phil Jones. (See Section H-Reports). 
The Annual Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry (ACBHECM) is focused 
on leadership development, creating new spiritual leaders. 
 Phil Jones spoke of his concern about the declining numbers of youths in the Church. Campus 
Ministry will be persistent in its efforts to invite and engage the young adult students at campuses 
across the state. 
 Diana Cox Crawford said campus ministers are doing a marvelous job and encouraged continued 
support. Cecelia Brooks said she is proud to be an Oklahoma United Methodist and to be associated 
with Langston University campus ministry, where the Holy Spirit is alive and well. In February 2009, 
a new building for the Langston Wesley Foundation was consecrated for ministry. 
 Michael Bartley announced that 148 churches received Lamplighter Awards this year for their 
support of campus ministries. Bartley introduced Gloria McGee-Denton, who accepted Jesus Christ 
as	a	youth	and	whose	call	to	ministry	was	refined	through	campus	ministry.	She	currently	serves	as	a	
campus minister and a pastor of a local congregation.
 Gerard Nsabimana said he discovered that Wesley Foundations are alive in Oklahoma and praised 
God for the opportunity to go into ministry and serve the Church. In a video presentation, several 
former Wesley Foundation members gave their testimonies. 
 Michela Alexander spoke of her experiences as an intern at the Wesley Foundation in Weatherford. 
Katie Mayes from the OU Wesley Foundation said she has been encouraged to be a better spiritual 
leader and is excited to share the blessings she has been receiving from the Wesley Foundation. 
 Warren spoke of campus ministers as being missionaries on the college campus. He thanked the 
Conference members for their Apportionment support and for helping their students connect to campus 
ministries, and he thanked the board members for their service. 
 Bishop Hayes’ wife was honored to have the OSU Wesley Foundation’s Dee Hayes Scholarship 
named after her. The scholarship will provide funds for a graduate of Africa University to attend OSU, 
study agriculture there, and take that knowledge and skills back to Africa.  
 
 Local Church Leader Workshops—By Kelley Segler. “Victory in Jesus” is the theme for the 
2010 Local Church Leader Workshops. Segler encouraged all to attend the workshops and experience 
healing for their churches. 
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 Board of Laity Report—Led by Judy Benson, Frank Denney, and Chuck Stewart. (See Section 
H–Reports.) Benson introduced the Board of Laity, and Denney spoke of their focus at the Local 
Church Leader Workshops on implementing the Strategic Plan. Wendy Reeder, of Southern Hills 
UMC in Tulsa, spoke of that congregation’s involvement with Project Transformation and the blessings 
received through being a partner church in the summer literacy camp program. 
 Stewart spoke on how the Board of Laity teamed with Leadership Development to train laity in 
understanding and using the Conference Strategic Plan. Donna Heldermon announced the Bartlesville 
District is actively involved in Strategic Planning, and new ministries are emerging. 
 Conference Scouting Coordinator Richard Grosshans introduced the district coordinators of 
scouting.	The	scouting	program	includes	Boy	Scouts,	Girl	Scouts,	Cub	Scouts,	Campfire	Girls,	4H,	
and Big Brothers/Big Sisters.  Travis Bates, an Eagle Scout from OKC-Chapel Hill UMC, related his 
experience with scouting, which allowed him to exercise his faith.  
 
 Lay Speakers—By Pat Parvin. As of December 2008, Oklahoma Conference had 946 lay speakers, 
and 69 of those were youth. Training classes continue to be offered for lay speakers, and the Strategic 
Plan is being implemented. Lay speakers traveled to Liberia in February and saw the need for further 
training there. Lay Speaking Ministry leaders are pleased about the offering for Liberia’s churches. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced Warren Danskin. Bishop Hayes and Danskin are leading a tour group 
that will attend the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany, in August 2010. 

General Session – 10:35 a.m. 

 Ministerial Recruitment Report—By Jack Terrell-Wilkes. (See Section H–Reports.) Terrell-
Wilkes challenged everyone to ask How God Is Calling You as part of the body of the Church. In a 
video	presentation,	certified	candidates	shared	their	experiences	of	being	called	to	ministry.	

 Young Adult Council Report—By Nathan Mattox. (See Section H-Reports). Mattox recognized 
those at conference who were between the ages of 18 to 30, and he noted that the Oklahoma Conference 
classifies	people	 in	 their	30s	as	Young	Adults.	Mattox	 invited	delegates	 to	view	 the	Young	Adult	
Council page online on Facebook. He said it is full of information about the council. 

 Committee on Nominations Report—By Sandy Wylie Jr. Changes were announced to the version 
of the report printed in the Pre-Conference Workbook. The report, with corrections, was approved. 
The corrected copy is printed in the 2009 Conference Journal. (See Section C–Boards.)
 
 Saint Paul School of Theology at Oklahoma City University Report—By Elaine Robinson, 
dean of Saint Paul School at OCU. (See Section H-Reports). Saint Paul School at OCU was a dream 
of	Tom	and	Brenda	McDaniel,	Bishop	Hayes,	and	Myron	McCoy.	The	school	completed	a	great	first	
year because of prayer, hard work, and the connection between Saint Paul, OCU, and the Oklahoma 
Conference. Bill Junk and the Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation are also a major factor in the 
success. For the 2009-2010 educational year, between 40 and 45 students are expected to enroll. 

 Mount Sequoyah Report— By Sheri Altland. (See Section H–Reports.) A video was shown 
highlighting the events hosted by Mount Sequoyah, the jurisdictional retreat center in Fayetteville, Ark. 
In February, a major ice storm created 3,600 cubic yards of debris, but with the help of 264 volunteers 
from eight states, Mount Sequoyah Conference and Retreat Center is again available for events. 

 Introduction of active and reserve chaplains under appointment. (See Section G-Appointments). 
The Chaplains introduced themselves, and Marty Barnes spoke of his experience reaching out to military 
personnel around the world. Bishop Hayes led a prayer for their ministry, safety, and guidance. 

 Youth Workers Academy Report—By Leslie Long. Long emphasized the importance of 
providing training and support to individuals who work with our churches’ youth. Youth Academy 
II was launched in 2008 and had participants from city and rural churches. Long encouraged those 
interested to attend the Youth Academy.  
 
 Chemical Dependency Ministries Report—Led by Annette Harper. (See Section H–Reports.) 
Chemical Dependency is striving to be proactive in its ministry. United Methodist students from Africa 
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will be attending the 2009 Summer School to experience and replicate it in their communities. 
	 Jonathan	Triplett,	OCU	Student	Life	official,	shared	his	experience	of	going	through	the	Summer	
School program and becoming involved with Chemical Dependency ministry. Triplett said he was 
motivated to become a licensed alcohol and drug abuse counselor. 

	 Pension	and	Health	Benefits	Report—Led by Mouzon Biggs. (See Section H–Reports.)  Biggs 
highlighted the recommended changes in the Pension report that was approved in 2008. Biggs moved 
adoption of the items requiring action; they were approved. 
 Rick Kelly, who is employed by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma, presented the Health 
Benefits	Plan.	Kelly	moved	for	adoption	of	the	items	requiring	action;	they	were	approved.	
 Jim Jones, chairperson of the Wellness Committee, celebrated the 10 years of health screenings 
for Annual Conference members and that project’s importance in early detection of illness and disease. 
He	applauded	the	fitness	walk	at	each	Annual	Conference	and	said	it	is	a	way	to	increase	awareness	
of the necessity of being healthy individuals. 
 Beginning June 1, the New Directions Employee Assistance Program (EAP) will be available 
for assistance. 
 Biggs moved for approval of the entire report; it was approved. 

 General Session – 2 p.m.

	 Bishop	Hayes	introduced	Katie	Wonderly	as	the	assistant	for	the	first	afternoon	session,	and	
Kaleb Oakleaf as the assistant for the second afternoon session.      
            

Strategic Plan Emphasis #3: Where is the Annual Conference reaching that the local church 
can’t reach by itself?  What connections are the Annual Conference making that benefit us all? 

 Mission and Service Ministry Team Report—By Darrell Cates. (See Section H-Reports). Rachel 
Harvey, a representative of The Advance (the General Board of Global Ministries’ second-mile giving 
program) announced that the Oklahoma Conference contributed $760,176 through The Advance in 
2008. The Oklahoma Conference had the highest percentage of churches (91 percent) contributing to 
The Advance that year. On behalf of the Conference, Bishop Hayes accepted a plaque from GBGM 
recognizing that achievement. A video was shown highlighting a new youth fund-raising campaign, 
titled B1 (One Being, Being One)—Fast for a Day. The money raised will be donated to organizations 
chosen	by	church	youths.	To	find	out	more,	contact	the	Conference	Youth	coordinator,	The	Advance,	
or go to www.fasttodaychangetomorrow.com. 
 Oklahoma VIM Early Disaster Response teams deployed quickly to help victims of the Lone 
Grove tornado and will be among the volunteers serving until all their needs are met. 
 Five-Star Church Awards were presented to 57 churches in the Conference. (See Section 
H-Reports). The plaques for the award were made at Cookson Hills Center. The MSMT is discussing 
expanding the award to 10 stars.

 Board of Church and Society Report—Led by Kirt Moelling. (See Section H-Reports). The 
goal of the board is to enable United Methodists to engage socially and be world transformers, to 
educate and advocate. The United Methodist Constituent Advocate Network (UM-CAN) is being 
formed in order to have a Constituent Advocate for each legislative district who will advocate for 
United Methodist concerns, using the Social Principles and Annual Conference directives. 
	 Adam	Shahan	shared	his	excitement	that	the	former	commission	is	now	an	official	board,	and	
he encouraged each local church to form a Church and Society Committee. 
 Mark Davies encouraged United Methodists to discontinue using plastic bags, to recycle, and to 
respect Mother Earth. 

 Peace With Justice Report—By Bruce Davis. June 7 is Peace With Justice Sunday, and 50 
percent	of	that	special	offering	will	be	used	in	Oklahoma.	Planning	has	begun	for	a	significant	Social	
Justice Retreat for 2010, with nationally recognized presenters in the area of social justice. 

 Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries Report—Led by Stan Basler. (See Section H–Reports).  
Basler spoke of how the Ministry Audit and the Strategic Plan are helping CJAMM programs. 
 Brian Johnson, a former inmate, told of his journey to Christ beginning with the I-Can program 
and continuing in OKC-Penn Avenue Redemption Church. 
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 Cozetta Johnson spoke of raising six grandchildren whose parents were incarcerated. The 
experience of her grandchildren at New Day Camp ultimately led her to become a member of Geary 
UMC and a lay delegate to Annual Conference. 
  Tara Staller was very thankful to secure placement in Exodus House after being paroled. She said 
having the safe housing allowed her to turn her life around so that she could raise her three daughters 
and mend her relationship with her mother. 
	 Mike	Reynolds	said	he	was	a	member	of	 the	first	Kairos	program	in	2000.	He	was	 recently	
released from prison and is thankful to the Methodist church for introducing him to Jesus Christ. 
 David Collins is thankful to Redemption Church for accepting him without judgment and helping 
him get on his feet since being released from prison. He is involved in Sunday school and UMMen.  
 A Few Good Men, a vocal group from Lawton Redemption church, sang “Jesus Will Fix It.”  
The song was written by group members Tony Snider, Harold Timmons, and Otis McPhea. 
 
 Department of Communications Report—By Shari Goodwin and Joseph Harris. (See Section 
H-Reports). Goodwin thanked the staff of the Communications Department for putting together 
materials and videos, among many other things, for this Annual Conference. Communications is 
working to be good stewards by conducting meetings through conference calls and online via Adobe 
Connect.
 Sarah Wilke, CEO of UMR Communications, Dallas, expressed her thanks to the Oklahoma 
Conference for its newspaper partnership with UMR, toward accomplishing the shared goal of 
connecting each individual with the wider Church community. 
 Wilke also extended thanks to Shari Goodwin for Goodwin’s leadership on the UMR board. 
 Harris asked everyone to respond to a Readers Survey that will be distributed in Fall 2009. 
 United Methodist Communications (UMCom), in Nashville, the denomination’s media agency,  
is offering a number of resources—online, video, and more—for the new emphasis called “Rethink 
Church.” 

General Session – 3:40 p.m.

 Cookson Hills Center Report—By Meri Whitaker. (See Section H-Reports). In a video 
presentation, the caretaker at Cookson Hills spoke of good things happening at the mission with the 
elderly, children, and other members of the community.  It’s a mission for Christ, none of which would 
be possible without the Oklahoma Conference, according to Cookson Hills leaders. 
 Whitaker spoke about how the ministry helps many members of the community and described 
the aid provided after a major ice storm in February. She expressed her thanks to the Conference, 
which she said is the lifeblood that keeps the center going. 
 Denise Rowell sang a song of thanks to the Conference. 

 Commission on Religion and Race Report—By Glenn Harris. (See Section H–Reports.) Harris 
thanked the commission for affording him the opportunity to attend many training conferences this 
year. In September 2009, the South Central Jurisdiction’s Commission on Religion and Race meeting 
will be held in Oklahoma City. The theme is “Overcoming Racism in the 21st Century—Marching 
On.” 

 United Methodist Men—By Jack Parsons.  The National Gathering of UMMen on July 10-12 
will be held in Nashville, Tenn. Oklahoma Conference UMMen groups have provided 9,000 “Strength 
for Service” booklets to U.S. military personnel around the world. 
 The late Ralph Jones was honored posthumously with the Society of John Wesley Fellow Award. 
On behalf of Oklahoma UMMen, Carl Young announced the award. 
 
 United Methodist Women—Led by Kathy Caldron. (See Section H–Reports.) The Oklahoma 
Conference UMW has more than 10,700 members, and they are in the process of intentionally making 
disciples for Jesus Christ. UMW participation has been a catalyst for several female clergy. The 
Cooperative School for Christian Mission is another educational outreach by UMW. 
 Stacia Jackson spoke about how the Neighborhood Services Organization (NSO) in Oklahoma 
City has helped her after she lost her job and her home and was without transportation. NSO is one 
of the Oklahoma ministries that receives ongoing support through United Methodist Women.

 Committee on the Status and Role of Women Report—By Connie Taylor. (See Section 
H–Reports.) Sonja Tobey produced a video tribute to the women of the Oklahoma Conference, both 
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clergy and laity. COSROW has also commissioned a new logo, and stoles bearing the symbol were 
presented to the new female ordinands. One of the stoles also was presented to Bishop Hayes. 

 Council on Finance and Administration Report—By Tom Harrison. (See Section H–Reports.) 
Harrison presented the Oklahoma Annual Conference Budget for 2010. The budget was approved. 
	 Harrison	recognized	the	officers	and	members	of	CF&A,	and	thanked	Brian	Bakeman	for	being	
an outstanding conference treasurer. 
 Harrison moved for adoption of the entire report; it was approved. 
 
 Conference Board of Trustees Report—Led by Kurt Glassco. (See Section H–Reports.) 
Charles Hull presented the Ministry Protection Committee report. Hull introduced the resolution 
regarding adequate church insurance coverage. It was approved. 
 Keith Cressman announced the completion of the incorporation of the Oklahoma Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. Cressman noted the list of property and mineral 
interest leases that have been acted upon during the year. 
 Dan Pulver presented for approval the Statement of Relationship with Epworth Villa and the 
Oklahoma Annual Conference. It was approved. 
  The bishop led a prayer of thanksgiving for the years of ministry carried out by the 
congregations	of	churches	that	were	being	officially	closed	by	the	2009	Annual	Conference.	
 Glassco presented the following resolutions. (See Section I–Resolutions.)
  The “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Fittstown UMC” (Ardmore District) 
was approved.
 The “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Lawton Wesley UMC” (Lawton 
District) was approved.
 The “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Mountain Park UMC” (Lawton 
District) was approved.
 The “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Bryan Chapel UMC” (Muskogee 
District) was approved. 
 The “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Okmulgee Butler UMC” (Muskogee 
District) was approved. 
 The “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Watts UMC” (Muskogee District) 
was approved.
 The “Resolution for Discontinuance and Abandonment of Tulsa Church of the Shepherd 
UMC” (Tulsa District) was approved.
 Glassco announced that churches should plan for an increase of between 6 and 8 percent in 
property insurance rates. 
 The entire report was presented for approval. It was approved.  

Service of Ordination – 7 p.m.
 The pre-service concert was performed by  St. Luke’s Chancel and One Voice Choirs. The service 
was led by Bishop Hayes, and a reception followed, honoring the ordinands and their families. 

FIFTH DAY – THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2009
Service of Word and Table – 7 a.m.

Morning Devotion – 8 a.m.
Homily: Carlos Ramirez

General Session – 8:30 a.m.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Joseph Harris as his assistant for the morning session. 

 Treasurer’s Report—By Brian Bakeman. (See Section H–Reports.) The December 31, 2008, 
Statement	reflects	total	assets,	excluding	physical	property,	of	$26,727,207,	a	reduction	of	15	percent,		
or	$4,676,697,	from	last	year’s	total.	The	difference	in	the	amounts	is	primarily	due	to	Mission	&	
Service ministry, through which we gave $950,000 to OIMC, and losses in market investments. 
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 Giving through the Apportionment reached $15,250,674, or 96.67 percent of what was apportioned. 
Giving to the General Church was $2,880,623, or 97 percent. The Africa University and Episcopal 
Fund apportionments were fully paid (100 percent). 
 Expenses for 2008 were $32,412,058, a decrease of $134,047 from last year. Oklahoma Conference  
donated $596,669 to support the new Saint Paul School of Theology at Oklahoma City University, 
and the loan amount owed for the Conference Ministry Center is down to $159,203. The Agency 
Emergency/Capital Fund provided $210,342 in repairs and capital expenditures for our Wesley 
Foundations, CJAMM, campgrounds, and retirement facilities. 
 Bakeman emphasized it is necessary to be careful and conservative in our spending this year. 
It	is	important	for	churches	to	issue	correct	W-2’s,	maintain	current	Federal	Employer	Identification	
Numbers,	follow	internal	accounting	controls,	and	have	accurate	and	readable	financial	reports.	He	
said that, since last year, three churches have discovered funds have been misused or stolen and 
another church is dealing with the Internal Revenue Service in a major case involving payroll taxes. 
Bakeman said all of those cases could have been averted with adequate internal accounting controls 
and adherence to federal requirements to issue W-2’s and payroll reporting requirements. 
	 It	is	time	for	the	Church	to	speak	out,	teach,	and	model	financial	responsibility	both	corporately	
and individually, the treasurer stated. Use the resources of The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation 
to	teach	financial	stewardship	to	your	members.	
	 There	will	 be	 four	financial	workshops	on	Saturdays	 in	August.	They	will	be	 in	Claremore,	
McAlester, Oklahoma City, and Woodward. Bakeman also encouraged everyone to attend Stewardship 
Focus Day, presented by The Foundation on August 28 at OKC-Chapel Hill UMC in Oklahoma City, 
and the “Creating a Culture of Generosity” workshop” on Aug. 22 in Lawton. 

 Commission on Equitable Compensation Report—Led by Bruce Brotherton. (See Section 
H–Reports.) Brotherton gave special thanks for the help of Brian Bakeman, Tiara Dalton, Bishop 
Hayes, and the Cabinet. 
 Brotherton moved that the recommended minimum compensation be approved for full-time 
associate, probationary, and full-connection members. It was approved. 
 Brotherton moved that the recommended minimum compensation be approved for full-time local 
pastors. It was approved.
 Brotherton moved that the recommended minimum compensation be approved for local pastors 
who are students attending seminary, college, and university. It was approved.
 Brotherton presented the Ministers’ Moving Expense Fund. 
	 Brotherton	moved	for	adoption	of	Items	A	&	B.	It	was	approved.	
	 Brotherton	moved	for	adoption	of	Items	C	&	D.	It	was	approved.	
 Brotherton moved for adoption of Item F. It was approved. 
 Brotherton moved for adoption of Item G. It was approved. 
 Brotherton submitted the entire report for adoption. It was approved. 

 Lydia Patterson Institute Report—By David Burris. (See Section H–Reports.) Burris described 
the	financial	burdens	that	have	fallen	upon	Lydia	Patterson	Institute	because	of	the	weak	ecomony.	
Many	students	will	not	be	able	to	attend	without	additional	financial	support.	
	 Burris	 introduced	Socorro	Brita	de	Anda,	president	of	 the	UM-affiliated	 institute	at	El	Paso,	
Texas. Some additional challenges facing Lydia Patterson Institue this year have been violence south 
of	the	border	and	the	outbreak	of	swine	flu.	The	school’s	president	talked	about	her	concern	for	the	
safety of students who have to cross the border to get to the school. 
 For the 2008-09 school year, there were 72 seniors, and she reported that 69 of them had been 
accepted to attend a college or university by the time of the Annual Conference. 
 She asked Oklahomans to continue to pray for the students and thanked them for their continued 
support of the school.  

 United Methodist Seminaries Report—By Gary McDonald. (See Section H-Reports). 
McDonald represented the 13 United Methodist Seminaries. Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist	University,	Dallas,	continues	to	add	facility	and	increased	its	financial	aid	budget.			
 Dr. William Tabbernee, is retiring after 18 years of service as President of Phillips Theological 
Seminary in Tulsa. Dr. Tabbernee spoke of starting the seminary with no campus and $2 million; 
currently, the school has more than $40 million in assets and is operating on a campus that is about 
five	years	old.	Phillips	seminary	has	served	between	70-90	United	Methodist	students	each	year,	
and its United Methodist graduates total more than 450. 
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 Tabbernee will continue in his position as professor of the History of Christianity. Gary 
Peluso-Verdend will be the new president of Phillips Theological Seminary. 

 South Central Jurisdiction Report—By David Severe, executive director. (See Section 
H-Reports) Severe appreciates the support of the Conference and is thankful for the gifts received. 
He looks forward to Oklahoma United Methodists hosting the 2012 South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference in Oklahoma City. 

 Skyline Urban Ministry Report—By Tree Currier (See Section H-Reports). Currier shared 
the story of a homeless person, one of several types of clients served by Skyline, a United Methodist 
inner-city ministry in Oklahoma City. She said there are 1,415 homeless people in the city, half of 
whom	are	homeless	for	the	first	time.	Skyline	has	seen	a	25	percent	increase	in	clients	this	year.	
 Programs include an emergency food pantry, Saturday night worship service led by new Director 
Claudia Lovelace and followed by a hot meal, a 12-step Bible-based recovery program, a community 
charity eye clinic, a senior citizens program, a clothes closet, and JETS after-school program. 
 Through another program of Skyline, more than 1,500 students received back-to-school clothes 
last year, and Skyline expects to assist an equal number of students again this fall.  

 Standing Rules Report—By Robert Rose.  (See Section K-Standing Rules). Rose explained the 
proposed changes, other than editorial items.
 The Standing Rules report, as amended, was approved. 
 Archives and History Report—By Christina Wolf and Jerry Gill. (See Section H–Reports.) 
The purpose of the commission is to support the Conference Archives at Dulaney-Browne Library at 
OCU. 
 Wolf, who is the Conference archivist, invited members to visit the Archives and use the reading 
room	on	the	fifth	floor	of	the	library.	OIMC	archives	are	also	housed	in	there.	Contact	Wolf	with	any	
questions about archiving and record-keeping for your local church. 
 Charles Watson chairs the Oklahoma United Methodist Historical Society, and he encouraged 
those who are interested to join the society. 

 Central Conference Pension Initiative (CCPI) Update—By Bob Long and Wendy Lambert. 
Long assured the delegates that the Oklahoma Conference’s pension fund is secure, but that is not the 
case for many conferences. Lambert told of many clergy in dire need of the help that is being sought 
through the initiative. 
 Bishop Hayes thanked Long and Lambert for co-hosting Annual Conference at St. Luke’s UMC 
this week. Hayes also thanked Lambert for heading the Worship Committee for the conference. 

 Statistician’s Report—By Ken Smith. (See Section H–Reports). Smith highlighted a correction 
to the report. 
 The corrected report was submitted for approval. It was approved.

 Motion to Receive Printed Reports—Joseph Harris moved that the printed reports not yet acted 
upon	be	accepted	as	official	reports	of	the	conference.	It	was	approved.	
 Harris extended his thanks to the assistant secretaries and his staff for their work during conference 
and to St. Luke’s UMC and Oklahoma City University for hosting this Annual Conference.  

 Upper Room Ministries Report—By Tom Albin. He presented two copies of the new booklet 
“Prayers for Hard Times” to Bishop and Mrs. Hayes. He encouraged United Methodists to purchase 
the	booklets	and	hand	them	out	to	those	who	might	benefit	from	them.

 Invitation to 2010 Annual Conference Site—Mouzon Biggs offered to host the 2010 Annual 
Conference in Tulsa at Boston Avenue United Methodist Church. The invitation was accepted. 
 
 The 2009 Annual Conference business session was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Service of Sending Forth – 10:45 a.m.
 The service was led by Judy Benson. Bishop Hayes delivered the message, and the Cabinet 
members read the new appointments. (See Section G–Appointments.) 
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CERTIFICATION OF ORDINATION

 This is to certify that in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on the 25th day of May, 2009, 
I commissioned, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, the following Deacons: Cynthia Ann Bright, James Anthony Lambert, Wendelyn 
Willis Perceful and Linda Jo Truitt.

 On the 25th day of May, 2009, I commissioned, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following Elders: Jacqueline Louise 
Banks, Dylan Joseph Cole, Matthew Dane Franks, James Timothy Hunt, Debra Kaye 
Marlett-Campbell, Will Leonard Pasieczny, James Bruce Perkin II, Marsha Nan Purtell, 
Aaron Christopher Tiger, and Susan S. Whitley. 
 
 On the 25h day of May, 2009, I recognized Verna Janelle Brammer as an Associate 
Member of the Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist Church.  

 On the 27th day of May, 2009, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church, the following Deacons: Rebekah Belase, Gail A. 
Edmison, Jeremy Sanders. 

 On the 27th day of May, 2009, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church, the following Elders: Becky Baxter Crowell, Barry 
Bennett, Barry Lynn Collins, Bruce E. Davis, Steve D. Harshaw, Deborah Ingraham, Jeff 
Jaynes, David Johnson, Valerie Jones Steele, Amanda Brooke Peterson Lockwood, M. Sue 
Lykins, William R. Long, Michelle Dane McCarty, David R. Mingus, Chad Perceful, Jerry 
Raab, Carlos Ramirez, Cynthia L. Robertson, Don Tabberer, and Sonja E. Tobey. 
 

    
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION

 The foregoing proceedings, with reports herein published, were adopted by the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church at its forty-second Annual Session, held in 
Oklahoma	City,	Oklahoma,	May	24-28,	2009,	as	the	official	record,	and	we	hereby	certify	
that they are correct.

              

  
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church                             Secretary of the Annual Conference

 


