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Embrace Failure in 

Ministry

Failure often happens when we’re 

trying to do something for God.



Back to the Basics

“Therefore, go and make disciples of  

all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of  the Father and of  the Son 

and of  the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to obey everything I’ve commanded 

you. Look, I myself  will be with you 

every day until the end of  this present 

age.” – Matthew 28:19-20, CEB

❡ 120. The Mission – the mission of  

the Church is to make disciples of  

Jesus Christ for the transformation of  

the world. Local churches and 

extension ministries of  the Church 

provide the most significant arenas 

through which disciple-making 

occurs.



Back to the Basics

❡ 121. Rationale for Our Mission – The mission of  the Church is to make disciples of  Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of  the world by proclaiming the good news of  God’s grace and by 
exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor, thus seeking the fulfillment of  God’s 
reign and realm in the world. The fulfillment of  God’s reign and realm in the world is the 
vision Scripture holds before us. The United Methodist Church affirms that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of  God, the Savior of  the world, and the Lord of  all. As we make disciples, we respect 
persons of  all religious faiths and we defend religious freedom for all persons. Jesus’ words in 
Matthew provide the Church with our mission : “Therefore, go and make disciples of  all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you” (28:19-20), and “You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind…You must love your neighbor 
as you love yourself ” (22:37, 39).



“I look upon all the world as my parish.”

John Wesley, Works XXV, 616

• “I look upon all the world as my 

parish; thus far I mean, that in 

whatever part of  it I am, I judge it 

meet, right, and my bounden duty 

to declare unto all that are willing to 

hear, the glad tidings of  salvation.”

June 11, 1739 

What is a parish by definition?

1.a. (1): the ecclesiastical unit of  area committed 
to one pastor, (2): the residents of  such an area

1.b. British : a subdivision of  a county often 
coinciding with an original ecclesiastical parish 
and constituting the unit of  local government.

2 : a local church community composed of  the 
members or constituents of  a Protestant 
church.

Merriam - Webster







Church and Community Development

School partnerships are key to building stronger communities and thriving churches.

• Discover innovative ways to initiate school partnerships.

• Develop church discipleship programs that reinforce the value of  school 
partnerships.

• Design outreach initiatives that support and nurture schools and educators.

School partnerships are not just valuable, but vital and possible for churches of  all 
sizes and locations. They are also the perfect starting point for other community 
partnerships and further development.



So That What?
The desire to engage in school partnerships must be rooted in 

something greater than our fear of  death.

Ministry is our mission, not our survival tactic.



“

”

Effective church-school partnerships take a true 

commitment and willingness to build long-term, 

sacrificial relationships.

Nicole Baker Fulgham

Effective Church Partnerships



What is Your Why?
Currently have a school partnership? 

Why does this partnership matter to you and what do you hope to contribute to 
it in the future?

❧

Looking to make a school partnership? 

Why do you desire this and what do you hope to gain from it?



Church and Community Development

• Discover innovative ways to initiate school partnerships.

• Getting outside of  the walls of  your church. Partnerships are about relationships that are 
symbiotic and life-giving to both organizations. Where do we start making connections?

• Develop church discipleship programs that reinforce the value of  school 
partnerships.

• Building internal foundations that will nourish and transform those you witness and minister 
to. What are the in-house programs and ministries that we are offering to share the Gospel?

• Design outreach initiatives that support and nurture schools and educators.

• Engaging in intentional outreach outside of  the church building. Being the church without 
having to be in the church. How are we getting into the schools to serve in creative ways?



Initiating School Partnerships

• Discover innovative ways to initiate school partnerships.

• Getting outside of  the walls of  your church. Partnerships are about relationships that are 
symbiotic and life-giving to both organizations. Where do we start making connections?

• District Superintendents of  Schools

• Know the statistics. How many schools are in your parish? How many students in each school? 
How many teachers in each school?

• Who are the administrators and teachers in the schools? What are their names?

• Which schools in your parish are in the greatest need?

• LISTENING TOUR: Talk with the educators in your church and learn about what they need the 
most. Don’t tell the schools what they need. Let them tell you.



Initiating School Partnerships

• Discover innovative ways to initiate school partnerships.

• Getting outside of  the walls of  your church. Partnerships are about relationships that 

are symbiotic and life-giving to both organizations. Where do we start making 

connections?

• LISTENING TOUR: 

• Talk with the educators in your church and learn about what they need the most. Ask them 

to connect you with others.

• Talk with your students and parents.

• Talk with the teachers, administrators, superintendents, and possibly (if  you’re really brave 

or happen to know a member) the school board.



Church Discipleship Programs

• Develop church discipleship programs that reinforce the value of  

school partnerships.

• Building internal foundations that will nourish and transform those you witness and 

minister to. What are the in-house programs and ministries that we are offering to share 

the Gospel?

• Back to school program, tutoring programs

• Bible studies

• Teachers “support groups”, Teachers Appreciation Lunches

• Graduation Sunday, Back to School Sunday, Prayer Service for Teachers



Outreach Initiatives

• Design outreach initiatives that support and nurture schools and 

educators.

• Engaging in intentional outreach outside of  the church building. Being the church 

without having to be in the church. How are we getting into the schools to serve?

• Backpack programs, school supply drive, weekend food programs

• Adopt a Teacher, Pastor/Youth Leader and Coach partnerships

• Prayer at the Pole, Fellowship of  Christian Athletes

• Proctor tests, substitute, put up and tear down of  classrooms, reading programs, visit 

students at school and have lunch with them (if  allowed), 



Transformation Takes Time

On average, churches get approximately 150 hours a year with a child. 

1 Sunday School + 1 Worship + 1 Weekday = 3/week x 52 = 156 hours a year at best

There are 168 hours in every week and 8,736 in a year. That is 8,580 hours the church is NOT 
involved. 

Children spend on average 1,190 hours in school each year.

If  we are not investing in the 8,580 hours, or at the least, the 1,190 hours, we cannot support 
transforming lives.


