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This material is drawn from Thomas C. Oden’s John Wesley’s Teaching – Volume 

3: Pastoral Theology1 

Soul Care 
Sermon 95 – “On the Education of Children” 

Quoting Mr. Law on the reason for education in the first place. 

“Had we continued perfect as God created the first man, perhaps the perfection of our nature had been 

a sufficient self-instructer for every one. But as sickness and diseases have created the necessity of 

medicines and physicians, so the disorders of our rational nature have introduced the necessity of 

education and tutors. 

“And as the only end of a physician is, to restore nature to its own state, so the only end of education is, 

to restore our rational nature to its proper state. Education, therefore, is to be considered as reason 

borrowed as second-hand, which is, as far as it can, to supply the loss of original perfection. And as 

physic may justly be called the art of restoring health, so education should be considered in no other 

light, than as the art of recovering to man his rational perfection. 

"And is it not reasonable to suppose that a Christian education should have no other end but to teach 

them how to think, and judge, and act according to the strictest rules of Christianity? 

What was the purpose of this? 

not only for teaching a few questions and answers of a catechism, but for the forming, training, and 

practicing children in such a course of life as the sublimest doctrines of Christianity require.2 

Wesley was also concerned with idolatry – elevating lesser things to ultimate 

importance.  This was, for him, a form of atheism.  In the same sermon, he writes: 

What can parents do, and mothers more especially, to whose care our children are necessarily 

committed in their tender years, with regard to the Atheism that is natural to all the children of men? 

How is this fed by the generality of parents, even those that love, or at least fear, God; while, in 

spending hours, perhaps days, with their children, they hardly name the name of God! Meantime, they 

talk of a thousand other things in the world that is round about them. Will not then the things of the 

present world, which surround these children on every side, naturally take up their thoughts, and set 

God at a greater distance from them (if that be possible) than he was before? Do not parents feed the 

atheism of their children farther, by ascribing the works of creation to nature? Does not the common 

way of talking about nature leave God quite out of the question? Do they not feed this disease, 

whenever they talk in the hearing of their children, of anything happening so or so? Of things coming by 

chance? Of good or ill fortune? As also when they ascribe this or that event to the wisdom or power of 

men; or, indeed, to any other second causes, as if these governed the world? Yea, do they not feed it 

unawares, while they are talking of their own wisdom, or goodness, or power to do this or that, without 
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expressly mentioning, that all these are the gift of God? All this tends to confirm the Atheism of their 

children, and to keep God out of their thoughts. 

What’s the cure? 

From the first dawn of reason continually inculcate, God is in this and every place. God made you, and 

me, and the earth, and the sun, and the moon, and everything. And everything is his; heaven, and earth, 

and all that is therein. God orders all things: he makes the sun shine, and the wind blow, and the trees 

bear fruit. Nothing comes by chance; that is a silly word; there is no such thing as chance. As God made 

the world, so he governs the world, and everything that is in it. Not so much as a sparrow falls to the 

ground without the will of God. And as he governs all things, so he governs all men, good and bad, little 

and great. He gives them all the power and wisdom they have. And he over-rules all. He gives us all the 

goodness we have; every good thought, and word, and work, are from him. Without him we can neither 

think anything right, or do anything right. Thus it is, we are to inculcate upon them, that God is all in all. 

Questions to consider 
 For your own program of Christian education/ministry, what would you say is the 

“end” product?  Can you identify it and briefly describe it in one or two 

sentences?  
 Do you have any specific lessons/themes related to Wesley’s idea that God 

created the world and it wasn’t just “up to chance”?  How do you teach “God is 

in this and every place”?   
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Mentoring 
Tract – “Serious Thoughts Concerning Godfathers and Godmothers”3 

Wesley did not specifically talk about confirmation as we understand it today, but he 

wrote specifically about Godfather and Godmothers.  Let’s see how we might apply 

some of his writings to some of our work today. 

The Church of England expected godfathers and godmothers three per person: 

for every male child to be baptized, two godfathers and one godmother; and for every female, one 

godfather and two godmothers. 

These were considered as a kind of spiritual parents to the baptized, whether they were infants or at 

man’s estate; and were expected to supply whatever spiritual helps were wanting either through the 

death or neglect of natural parents. 

What were the tasks?  What was to be taught? 

It is your part to see that this infant be taught, so soon as he shall be able to learn, what a solemn vow, 

promise, and profession he hath here made by you.  You shall call upon him to hear sermons, and shall 

provide that he may learn the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, and all other 

things which a Christian ought to know and believe to his soul’s health; and that this child may virtuously 

brought up, to lead a godly and a Christian life.” 

What is the payoff? 

If then you that are parents will be so wise and kind to your children as to wave every other 

consideration, and to choose for their sponsors those persons alone who truly fear and serve God; if 

some of you who love God, and love one another, agree to perform this little office of love for each 

other’s children; and if all you who undertake it perform it faithfully, with all the wisdom and power God 

hath given you; what a foundation of holiness and happiness may be laid, even to your later posterity! 

Then it may justly be hoped, that not only you and your house, but also the children which shall be born, 

shall serve the Lord. 

Questions to consider 
 How does mentoring happen in your setting?  How are mentors selected?  (Think 

about mentors as godparents…)  What qualifications and training do you give 

them? 
 What is the pedagogy for your Sunday school, youth and confirmation classes?  

What subjects are you focusing on/teaching?  Do you expect any recitation at 

the end of the class? 
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John Wesley’s 21 Questions for the Holy Club 

1. Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am better than I 

am? In other words, am I a hypocrite? 

2. Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I exaggerate? 

3. Do I confidentially pass onto another what was told me in confidence? 

4. Am I a slave to dress, friends, work, or habits? 

5. Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying? 

6. Did the Bible live in me today? 

7. Do I give it (the Bible) time to speak to me every day? 

8. Am I enjoying prayer? 

9. When did I last speak to someone about my faith? 

10. Do I pray about the money I spend? 

11. Do I get to bed on time and get up on time? 

12. Do I disobey God in anything? 

13. Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy? 

14. Am I defeated in any part of my life? 

15. Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy or distrustful? 

16. How do I spend my spare time? 

17. Am I proud? 

18. Do I thank God that I am not as other people, especially as the Pharisee who 

despised the publican? 

19. Is there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, hold resentment toward or 

disregard? If so, what am I going to do about it? 

20. Do I grumble and complain constantly? 

21. Is Christ real to me? 

Questions to consider 
 What kind of practical lessons do you see coming out of these questions?  

Develop a list of a few youth group lessons or Bible studies you could see doing 

based on these questions. 

 How do you see utilizing these questions with a youth group?  (Some will need to 

be rewritten, of course.) 
 


