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Rural Life/Camps Promotion Sunday 
resources – April 23, 2017 
The Oklahoma Conference designates the Second Sunday of Easter as “Rural Life/Camps 

Promotion Sunday.”  This year’s theme is “Growing in Fearless Faith.”  Following you will 

find a theme statement, suggested scriptures and worship resources and ideas for 

celebrating our rural heritage and the wonderful camps of the Oklahoma Conference.  

 

Focus Scripture – Second Peter 3:18 – “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen” 

Theme 
This year’s theme for Rural Life and Camps Promotion Sunday in the Oklahoma Conference is “Growing 

in Fearless Faith.”  Those who live in rural communities understand growth and the cycles of life – 

planting, tilling, nurturing, watering and 

harvesting.  This year’s District and Mobile Day 

Camp theme is “Fearless Faith.”  This theme 

combines both images and sets them in the 

context of 2nd Peter 3:18.  

Worship Resources created by Rev. 

Peter White 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Selections from Psalm 104 
 
Let all that we are praise the Lord. 
O Lord our God, how great you are! 
     You are robed with honor and majesty. 
     You are dressed in a robe of light. 
O Lord, what a variety of things you have made! 
     In wisdom you have made them all.  
     The earth is full of your creatures. 
They all depend on you 
     to give them food as they need it. 
When you supply it, they gather it. 
     You open your hand to feed them, 
     and they are richly satisfied. 
When you give them your breath, life is created, 
     and you renew the face of the earth. 
May the glory of the Lord continue forever! 
     The Lord takes pleasure in all he has made! 
We will sing to the Lord as long as we live. 
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     We will praise our God to our last breath! 
May all our thoughts be pleasing to him, 
     for we rejoice in the Lord. 

 
OPENING/CENTERING PRAYER 
Almighty God, maker of the stars in the sky and the dirt in our fingernails, 

Enrich the soil in which our souls are planted. 
Teach us to praise you like trees in the field. 

Please teach us the grace of Jesus. 
Give us roots that stretch deep in faith and branches that stretch high in adoration, 

Please help us receive the knowledge of Jesus. 
Like apples ripen in stillness before the sun, may we be patient in your presence. 

We submit to Jesus as Lord. 
Like the wildflowers dressed in splendor, may we relish your abundant provision. 

We receive Jesus as savior. 
Like thunderclouds that billow and roll, may the love of God overtake us. 

Glory to Jesus right now and forever. 

 
BENEDICTION 
May the God who made heaven and earth, and you and me, 

who shows up to us as Jesus, 

root you deeply in the grace and knowledge of King Jesus. Amen 

 

Prayer for Camp 
We come together in these holy moments, O God, as your people. Thank you for our church 
family and for the love and acceptance we find here. As we worship today, as we work, study, 
play, and even camp, keep us close to you and to one another. We come to see all that you 
have to offer us and pledge that we will go and tell others of your wonderful gifts. In the name 
of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

Rural Life Sunday from The UM Book of Worship 
On a date set by each Annual Conference, this Sunday calls the Church to celebrate the rural heritage of 

The United Methodist Church, to affirm worldwide the people and communities who work with and on the 

land by raising food and fiber, and to recognize the ongoing crisis occurring in the rural areas of the 

nation and world today. Emphases may include honoring persons who have been leaders in the rural 

church and community, observing Rogation Sunday (a service asking for God’s blessing upon the earth 

and its crops, traditionally held on the three days prior to the Day of Ascension in the spring), and 

celebrating and showing a concern for God’s created order. Also see A Service for the Blessing of 

Animals (United Methodist Book of Worship 608) and other resources including 425, 507.1 

Scripture Readings 

Deuteronomy 26:1 –11 (at harvest)  Give God the first fruits of the harvest.  

Joel 2:21 –27 (at planting)  Promise of abundant harvest  

                                                           
1 United Methodist Book of Worship, pg. 430. 
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Psalm 90  Prosper the work of our hands 

2 Corinthians 9:6, 10  Sow bountifully.  

Mark 4:26 –29  The earth produces and the harvest comes.  

 

Prayer 

O Lord, you have given us the gift of land. 

May we ever protect and preserve it. 

 

O Lord, you have given us the gift of water. 

May we keep it pure and safe. 

 

O Lord, you have given us the gift of air. 

May we keep it pure and fresh. 

 

O Lord, you have given us the gift of plants and trees. 

May we ever use and protect them justly. 

 

O Lord, you have given us the gift of birds and animals. 

May we preserve and enjoy them. 

 

O Lord, you have given us care of the earth. 

O Lord, we accept the care of these gifts as our sacred stewardship. 

Amen. 
   (MELVIN E. WEST, U.S.A., 20TH CENT.) 

 

Song Suggestions 
Any camp/children and youth related songs will be great to promote Camps. Ask young people who have 

been to camp about some of their favorite songs. 

Suggested Hymns from United Methodist Hymnal 

 Pages 144–52 under the theme Creation 

 “This Little Light of Mine” – page 585 

Suggested Hymns from the Faith We Sing 

 “Lord of All Hopefulness” – page 2197 

Scriptures 
 Psalm 104:24-34 

Prayers of the People (bidding prayer) 
Creator God, 
You are the one who has given all the world life and given it abundantly. No matter how much 
we praise your name, we can never say enough to thank you for all that you have given. We 
have come to you asking forgiven for our part in helping the world stay broken instead of being 
the initiators of healing. For that reason, we come to you know as we pray for the people of the 
world. 



4 | P a g e  
 

For creation and the ways we continue to harm it… 
For those who will be experiencing camp for the first time or maybe the last time this summer… 
For those who will be the leadership in those camps… 
For safe travel to and from vacations and events this summer… 
For those who are hurting and need our prayers and comfort… 
For those who are hungry and need to be fed… 
For those who do not have a place to lay their heads… 
For those who are in prison and those who are imprisoned by sickness… 
For all who love you God, for those who don’t know you, and for those who have turned away 
from you… 
We pray for what we need O God just as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.2 
 

Ideas for Celebrating 
 Have children and youth of various ages share their experiences of camp 

 Special offering for camp scholarships 

 Dress casual (camp t-shirts, what people wear to work) 

 Drive tractors and bring other farm implements to worship 

 Hand out seeds to plant 

Offertory Prayer3  

Loving God, in our similarities and our differences, we recognize your wisdom and creativity in making 

the world. Thank you for the ways diversity stretches us and shows us new aspects of your character. 

Amen. 

Prayer (from General Board of Discipleship) 

Merciful God, you have filled our lives with a deluge of love and grace. Yet, we are too often stingy with 

forgiveness for others. While Christ’s sacrifice on the cross removed the weight of our sin, we continue 

to blend in with a world that is intent on keeping score and settling debts. May the gifts we give this 

morning, small in comparison with all we’ve received, help strengthen the church’s 

ministry of love and compassion. In our giving, may we make a witness as those 

who have been forgiven much and who seek to have Christ-like grace shine 

through our lives. We pray this in his name. Amen. (Matthew 18:21-35) 

 

 

                                                           
2 Cumberland Presbyterian Church “2016 Liturgy for Outdoor Ministries” written by Drew Gray. 
3 http://www.umcgiving.org/mission-moments/september-14-rural-life-sunday.  

http://www.umcgiving.org/mission-moments/september-14-rural-life-sunday

