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A RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE DESIGNATION OF

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA,
AS A UNITED METHODIST HISTORIC SITE

 Whereas, 25 laymen organized First Methodist Episcopal Church of Stillwater, Oklahoma Territory, on Oct. 
6, 1889, on the second floor of the Cooksey building at the northwest corner of 
Ninth and Main streets, and the first quarterly conference was held, with the superintendent presiding, on Dec. 
10, 1889, and
 Whereas, this church was the first Methodist church and the first church of any denomination to be officially 
organized in Stillwater, and
 Whereas, this church has served as a powerful testament to the influence of those early Methodist churches 
founded in this era who helped “spread scriptural holiness” across the Oklahoma frontier, and
 Whereas, this church, currently First United Methodist Church, Stillwater, Oklahoma, has been continuously 
recognized by annual conferences since its founding, and
 Whereas, this church in 2014 will be celebrating its historic founding as an “ ’89er ” church and its heritage 
of 125 years of mission and ministry,
 Therefore, be it resolved that the founding site of First United Methodist Church, Stillwater, Oklahoma, be 
designated as a United Methodist Historic Site.

Submitted by the Commission on Archives and History

COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES & HISTORY 
Requires action by the Annual Conference - First United Methodist Church, Stillwater, Oklahoma Request for 
Recognition as United Methodist Historic Site

 Request: On Oct. 17, 2013, the Church Council of First United Methodist Stillwater approved and forwarded 
to the Commission on Archives and History a request to be recognized as a “United Methodist Historic Site.”

 Report of the site visitation team: On Oct. 27, 2013, a “site visitation team” appointed by the Commission 
on Archives and History travelled to Stillwater to confer with church representatives. Team members inspected 
and took photos of three sites associated with the church’s request for 
historic site recognition. Following the official visit, team members examined supporting ocuments 
and researched records in the Oklahoma Conference archives and in Stillwater to affirm the date and site of the 
founding of First United Methodist Church and other facts related to its historical status.
 The site team concurs that First United Methodist Church of Stillwater meets the criteria for recognition as 
a United Methodist Historical Site and recommends to the Commission on Archives and History that it endorse 
the request for historical site recognition and forward an application to the 2014 Annual Conference for approval.

 Site visitation team: Jerry Gill, Bill Mullins, and Christina Wolf
 
Action of the Commission: At its meeting on Nov. 15, 2013, the Commission on Archives and History endorsed 
the report of the site visitation team and provided that appropriate steps be initiated to present the request for 
recognition of First United Methodist Church of Stillwater as a United Methodist Historic Site to the 2014 Annual 
Conference for approval.

COMMISSION ON EQUITABLE COMPENSATION

RESOLUTION FROM THE OKLAHOMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 The Oklahoma Annual Conference moves that the General Conference eliminate the current requirement 
of the General Board of Pensions & Health Benefits that pastors appointed full-time must be paid at least 60% of 
the Denominational Average Compensation in order to participate in Comprehensive Protection Plan.

Rationale:
 There are many areas of Oklahoma, like many states, where our populations are shrinking, putting 
tremendous pressure on the church’s ability to afford full-time pastors. The cost of living in many of these 
communities is substantially lower than other parts of the state, and even more important, lower than many other 
parts of the country.
 We believe that requiring the Oklahoma Conference to set its minimum compensation levels equal to 60% 
of the Denominational Average Compensation sets an artificial level that penalizes our small rural churches.
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 We recognize that our small rural churches are best served when they have their own pastors, whether they 
are part-time local pastors or full-time local pastors rather than yoking them in multi-church charges.
 We believe the benefits offered by Comprehensive Protection Plan, such as but not limited to, Death 
Benefits, Long Term Disability, and educational benefits for dependents, are of a tremendous value to our full-time 
clergy.
 We are guided by the principals set by Lovett Weems in his book “Focus.”
  1.  Give congregations total responsibility for paying clergy compensation and benefits. 
   (page 19)
  2.  Eliminate minimum salaries and equitable compensation support except for    
   missional congregations. (page 24)
   Allowing salaries to be based on local market rates rather than a national average    
   makes them more relevant to the local church.
 We believe the Annual Conference is the best place to set minimum compensation that is relevant to the 
churches within its geographical boundaries and that all full-time clergy who meet the Conference’s guidelines 
should be eligible for Comprehensive Protection Plan benefits.

Larry Bauman, chairperson of Commission on Equitable Compensation 

CONFERENCE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

RESOLUTION FOR DISCONTINUANCE AND ABANDONMENT OF
BARNSDALL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 WHEREAS the Barnsdall United Methodist Church located in Osage County was founded in 1909 and has 
a long and proud history; and
 WHEREAS the charge conference of the Barnsdall United Methodist Church voted on September 30, 2013, 
to discontinue the church; and
 WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended discontinuance and abandonment of the Barnsdall 
United Methodist Church and transfer of membership to the First United Methodist Church of Bartlesville; and
 WHEREAS the superintendent has recommended that the property be sold and the sale proceeds be paid 
to The Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church; and 
 WHEREAS the consent to discontinue has been granted by the presiding bishop, a majority of the district 
superintendents, and the Bartlesville District Committee on Church Location and Building, and all proper 
Disciplinary requirements have been complied with;
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Barnsdall United Methodist Church be discontinued and 
abandoned, effective October 1, 2013, and the property shall be sold and the proceeds paid to The Oklahoma 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.

Bartlesville District Superintendent
George T. Warren

RESOLUTION FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF 
CARTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

       WHEREAS the Carter United Methodist Church, located at 103 East Washington in the city of Carter, Oklahoma, 
was founded on December 3, 1913 and has a long and proud history of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and
   WHEREAS the church conference of the Carter United Methodist Church voted on April 30, 2014 to 
discontinue the church; and
       WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended discontinuance of the Carter United Methodist 
Church and the transfer membership to the United Methodist Church of Elk City; and
       WHEREAS the consent to discontinue has been granted by the presiding bishop, a majority of the district 
superintendents, and the district board of location and building, and all proper Disciplinary requirements have 
been complied with; and
       WHEREAS the building and property were previously given to the City of Carter on April 30, 2014 to be used 
as a community building and gathering place; and
       WHEREAS a celebration was held on May 18, 2014 to honor the life of the Carter United Methodist Church, 
its people and its ministries through the years;
       THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Carter United Methodist Church be discontinued effective 
April 30, 2014.                         
                                                                                                             

Clinton District Superintendent
Charles Graves
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RESOLUTION FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF 
MCALESTER CHRIST  UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 WHEREAS the McAlester Christ United Methodist Church located at 2621 N. Ash in the city of McAlester 
in Pittsburg County of the state of Oklahoma was founded and has had a long and proud history of witness and 
ministry to the community
 WHEREAS the charge conference of the McAlester Christ United Methodist Church voted on May 22, 
2013 to discontinue the church; and to transfer the title to all real and personal, tangible and intangible property 
of McAlester Christ UMC to McAlester First United Methodist Church for the purpose of developing a mission 
satellite to north McAlester; and
 WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended discontinuance of the McAlester Christ United 
Methodist Church and the transfer of membership and membership records to the First United Methodist Church 
of McAlester; and
 WHEREAS the consent to discontinue has been granted by the presiding bishop, a majority of the district 
superintendents, and the district board of location and building and all proper Disciplinary requirements have been 
complied with;
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McAlester Christ United Methodist Church be discontinued 
effective June 2, 2013.

McAlester District Superintendent
Darrell Cates

RESOLUTION FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF   
AGRA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 WHEREAS the First United Methodist Church, located at 21 South Third in Agra, Lincoln County, began 
gathering in homes for worship and fellowship in 1903.  In 1907 the congregation built a white, wooden, three 
room church which stands to this day.  
 WHEREAS after many years of faithful Christian witness and service, the Church Conference of the First 
United Methodist Church voted on February 27, 2014, to discontinue the local church known as First United 
Methodist Church of Agra and;
 WHEREAS the Church Conference voted on February 27, 2014 that the building and property of the First 
United Methodist Church of Agra would be sold and the proceeds from the sale given to the First United Methodist 
Church of Chandler for the purpose of establishing an endowment to support the outreach ministries of the First 
United Methodist Church of Chandler and;
 WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended discontinuance of the First United Methodist 
Church of Agra; and the consent to discontinue has been granted by the presiding bishop, a majority of the district 
superintendents, and the District Board of Church Location and Building, and all proper Disciplinary requirements 
have been complied with and;
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the First United Methodist Church in Agra be discontinued effective 
May 29, 2014.

      Stillwater District Superintendent
              Patricia Malloy




