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DAILY PROCEEDINGS
The Forty-Sixth Session of

The Oklahoma Annual Conference
of The United Methodist Church

May 27-30, 2013

FIRST DAY – MONDAY, MAY 27

Eucharistic Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance – 7:00 p.m.
 Under the leadership of Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr., the 2013 Oklahoma Annual Conference began 
with the Eucharistic Service of  Thanksgiving and Remembrance in the Sanctuary of St. Luke’s UMC 
in Oklahoma City. The pre-worship concert was performed by the Africa University Choir. Bishop 
Peter Weaver was guest preacher for the service. Afterward a reception honoring Bishop and Mrs. 
Weaver and the families of the deceased was held in the Christian Life Center. 

SECOND DAY – TUESDAY, MAY 28

Executive Sessions
 Lay members met in the Freede Center of Oklahoma City University at 8:00 a.m., while clergy 
members met in Bishop Angie Smith Chapel at 8:15 a.m. The report of the Board of Ordained Ministry 
was presented and approved at the clergy session. (See Section F – The Business of the Annual 
Conference.)

General Session – 10:00 a.m.

 After a performance by the Africa University Choir, Bishop Hayes officially opened the business 
meeting in the Freede Center. 

 Enabling Motions - Conference Secretary Joseph Harris made the following motions and they 
were adopted. 
 1. The printed program shall be the official program of the 2013 session of The Oklahoma 
Annual Conference, subject to necessary additions and adjustments. 
 2. The minutes of the daily sessions, as prepared by the secretarial staff and reviewed by the 
Oklahoma Conference Department of Communications, shall be the official record of the conference. 
 3. The bar of the conference for voting, debate, discussion, and other official business of the 
annual conference session shall be restricted to the main floor of the Freede Center, including the stage 
area, without seating division between laity and clergy. 
 4. All materials distributed at registration shall be considered in the hands of the conference 
members at this opening session so that action concerning them may be taken after 24 hours have 
passed in any cases where such time interval is required.
 5. That the following be elected as assistant secretaries: Kyle Anderson, Claudean Harrison, 
Sheri Lashley, Stephen Lashley, Reece Player, Jan Polson, Marsha Purtell, Valerie Steele; and that 
Barbara Perry be elected as head teller. 
 6. The conference shall be organized under the rules as printed in the 2012 Journal. 

 Bishop Hayes nominated John Ray Green as chancellor for the conference. Green was elected 
as chancellor unanimously. 

 Bishop Hayes brought forth a motion to suspend the rules in order to accept the revised Resolution 
for Discontinuance of Hillcrest UMC in South Oklahoma City District. It was approved.
 Bishop Hayes brought forth a motion to approve the Resolution for Discontinuance of Hillcrest/
Fuente De Vida UMC in South Oklahoma City District. It was approved.
 Bishop Hayes brought forth a motion to approve the Resolution for Discontinuance and 
Abandonment of Renfrow UMC in Enid District. It was approved. 
 Bishop Hayes brought forth a motion to approve the Resolution for Discontinuance of Commerce 
UMC in Bartlesville District. It was approved. 
 Bishop Hayes brought forth a motion to suspend the rules in order to accept the Resolution for 
Discontinuance of Asbury UMC in South Oklahoma City District. It was approved.
  Bishop Hayes brought forth a motion to approve the Resolution for Discontinuance of Asbury 
UMC in South Oklahoma City District. It was approved. 
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 Episcopal Address - Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. (See Episcopal Address in Section H – Reports.)

 Laity Address - Chuck Stewart. (See Laity Address in Section H – Reports.)
 Stewart thanked his wife, Cindy, for her love and support. 
 Stewart also thanked the Conference Lay Leaders who served before him for their leadership, 
wisdom, and mentoring. Mentoring and encouragement create opportunities for people to grow into 
the persons that God calls them to be. 
 The Board of Laity is a diverse group of Spirit-led individuals that includes 15 males, 18 females, 
different ethnic and age groups. All 12 districts are represented. The Board appreciates the leadership 
of its Cabinet representative, Lawton District Superintendent Chris Tiger. 
 The Board of Laity is really a ministry team. The teams include UMM led by Bill Chissoe, UMW 
led by Cindy Hull, Youth-Serving Ministries (which consists of Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boys and 
Girls Club, and 4-H) coordinated by Susan Williams, and Lay Servant Ministries led by Sharri Hiller. 
 The four Associate Conference Lay Leaders are Herschel Beard, Aly Shahan, Don Kim, and 
Claudean Harrison. The District Lay Leaders are Debra Davis, Ardmore; Marilyn Steidley, Bartlesville; 
Paula Volenstine, Clinton; Sally Phillips, Enid; Nolan Watson, Lawton; James Williams, McAlester; 
Darrell Johnson, Muskogee; Barbara Perry, North OKC; Leon Wilson, South OKC; Earl Mitchell, 
Stillwater; James McAlister, Tulsa; and Todd Finley, Woodward. 
 The board has 12 laity who serve as at-large members, and the 12 district directors of Lay Servant 
Ministries are part of the extended board. 
 
 Teaching Time - Jeremy Basset, Office of Mission director. Basset spoke of John Wesley’s 
experience at Kingswood, the changes that took place in the people of Kingwood through God’s love, 
and the transformation in Wesley’s own life as a result of that experience. 
 Basset spoke of the difference between missions and Mission. Mission (capital M) is the essential 
job description of every single Christian in the life and work of the local church, by serving the Kingdom 
of God.

 Introductions - Linda Harker, Board of Ordained Ministry chair. Harker introduced those who 
will be ordained or commissioned and those whose orders will be recognized as provisional members 
during worship services at this Annual Conference. (See Certification of Ordination in Section E – 
Daily Proceedings.)

General Session – 2:00 p.m.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Kristin Van Nort from Edmond New Covenant UMC as his assistant 
for this session. 
 
 Strategic Plan Update - Craig Stinson spoke of the Oklahoma Conference goal to make and 
grow disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world through the Strategic Plan.  
 These are the four focus areas of the Strategic Plan. 
 1. Growing Fruitful Congregations - 50% of our churches have a realistic plan, 25% made a plan, 
14% understand the concept but have no plan, 11% don’t have a plan and will probably never have 
one. This year 80 more churches have developed a plan. One-third of our churches are growing and, 
regardless of how small or large it is or where it is, a church can grow if it has a plan. 
 2. Planting New Faith Communities - Without asking for any new dollars, we are moving dollars 
to new church starts and creating a new staff position to work with new church starts. Cross Timbers 
in Moore launched fur years ago and since that time has had 79 professions of faith.  
 3. Raising up a New Generation of Spiritual Leaders - There are more elders retiring than there 
are elders being ordained, with 44 fewer elders today than in 1990. The Academy of Part-time Local 
Pastors is one way to respond to the need for pastors.
 4. Promoting Missional Connections - Expanding the Office of Mission for disaster recovery is 
part of this ministry. 
   Having this Strategic Plan is helping to accomplish these goals. Half of our members attend one 
of our 60 churches that have more than 200 in attendance at worship. Half of our churches have 50 
or fewer people in worship each week. All congregations were asked to hold Confirmation classes in 
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2012. Conference statistics show 2,174 Professions of Faith that year. Of that total, 280 Professions 
were in churches that had not offered those classes until 2012, at least not in a long time.

 Annual Conference Council - Sam Powers presented the report. (See Section H – Reports). 
Powers spoke of the effectiveness of the Ministry Audits. Focus over the next five years will be on 
Congregational Development and Congregational Revitalization without increasing the annual budget. 

 Mission and Service Ministry Team - Barry Bennett presented the report. (See Section H – 
Reports.) Bennett spoke of the vision that we are a church in mission. Bennett encouraged the local 
churches to connect with people beyond their membership to make disciples of Jesus Christ through 
the transformation of the world.
 Karen Distefano spoke of the All-Star Award given to many churches dedicated to mission work. 
Oklahoma Conference has the highest designated giving to mission across the country.
 Bennett told of $1.3 million given in mission over the past 1.5 years through the Woodworth 
Estate. 
 MSMT has cast a vision that the members of the Oklahoma Conference will go and carry out 
God’s mission. 

 Office of Mission - Jeremy Basset introduced Kathy Kraiza, from UMCOR’s Sager Brown depot 
in Louisiana, and consultant Cherian Thomas, a former international health official for the General 
Board of Global Ministries, who are here to help in the Oklahoma Conference. 
 A video was shown highlighting the work in South America. Carlos Ramirez spoke of the 
opportunities of working in Columbia. The Methodist Church of Columbia does not have a seminary, 
and has a limited budget; this makes pastoral education challenging. Through technology, students 
are able to take courses online at less cost. Please continue to pray and support this mission. 
 Willie Berman, director of Manos Juntas Mexico, told about the reduced number of U.S. mission 
teams, with fewer volunteers per team, that are serving there. This mission center in Rio Bravo, Mexico, 
is working to become self-sufficient. Berman asked for our help to equip Manos Juntas Mexico with 
the tools to become self-sufficient and promote ministries within communities served by MJM. 
 Berman presented Bishop Hayes a check to help with the disaster recovery from the May 2013 
tornadoes in Oklahoma. 
 David Stephenson told of groups including United Methodists, Potosi Rotarians, and Engineers 
in Action completing Phase One cleanup of a polluted river in Bolivia. The river was cleaned, but 
then polluted again by mine owners upstream. They are working with farmers and mine owners to 
continue the cleanup.
 Richard Norman told people to go to www.okvim.org to register for service on disaster teams to 
help with victims of the recent tornadoes in Oklahoma. VIM also still is working with victims of the 
Oklahoma wildfires in 2012 and 2011. 
 Norman told of the need for disaster team leaders and other help with Oklahoma VOAD (Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disasters). Local churches need a disaster plan; each family needs a disaster 
plan. The UMCOR training called Connecting Neighbors will be available for local churches. 
 Keith King is in charge of Youth Force, and those youth-based volunteer teams will work on 
several projects in the state this summer. 
 Gene Brantley announced that Oklahoma Conference has received more than $250,000 to aid in 
recovery from the May tornadoes. 
 Bassett moved that the report be adopted. It was approved. 

General Session – 3:45 p.m.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Janey Wilson, associate campus minister at OU Wesley Foundation, 
as his assistant for the session. 

 Board of Laity - Chuck Stewart presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) Stewart 
announced that $1,353 was collected for the Africa University Choir at the Laity Luncheon. Stewart 
spoke of the diversity of the Board of Laity. 
 Lay members from across the conference spoke of the different programs and ministries that they 
carry out in their churches. 

http://www.okvim.org
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 Trustees:  Church Closings - Chuck Stewart told of the four church closings in the conference 
this year. They are Commerce UMC in the Bartlesville District, Renfrow UMC in the Enid District, 
Asbury UMC in the South Oklahoma City District, and Hillcrest Fuente de Vida in the South Oklahoma 
City District. A brief history of each church was read. 
 Bishop Hayes led a prayer for those lives touched by these churches. 

 Department of Congregational Development - Craig Stinson presented the report. (See Section 
H – Reports.) We are sowing all kinds of seeds in all kinds of soils; we are taking risks and seeing 
remarkable results. 
 New church start Connect UMC has a worship attendance of more than 100 in just two years, 
with five adult Professions of Faith and five youth Professions of Faith. The North and South OKC 
Bi-District Board matched a grant from Congregational Development, and Connect signed a contract 
on 8 acres of land on Sorghum Mill Road at Coltrane, in northeastern Edmond. 
 Brad Humphrey told of new strategies being developed for restarting older churches. Christ UMC 
in Oklahoma City is one that has been restarted. 
 Summit UMC is another new church start in Edmond. Summit baptized four new Christians last 
Sunday. Living Waters UMC has been started in southeastern Tulsa County. Living Waters is described 
as a coffee shop with a church. 
 Cross Timbers UMC in Moore has transformed many lives in that community. 
 Stinson says that if people won’t come to us, we will come to them. These churches will become 
stand-alone churches. 
 Hillcrest Fuente de Vida UMC and OKC Asbury UMC voted to give themselves away to become 
something new. All property and assets are being transferred to OKC St. Luke’s, and they will become 
campuses of St. Luke’s. Their pastors will become associates of St. Luke’s. 
 Caddo UMC is now a satellite church of Durant UMC. 
 Stinson announced that there will be a full-time director of Clergy and Congregational 
Development. Rev. Chuck Nordean will be the new director. 

 Oklahoma City University - Maggie Ball presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) Ball 
thanked the conference for financial support and prayers. Two-thirds of OCU students come here 
because of the United Methodist relationship.
 A video was shown, with several students expressing their joy in attending a Methodist university. 
 Ball introduced Aly Agee, from Fort Gibson UMC, as one of the most outstanding students at 
OCU. She has a double major, a double minor, and a 4.0 grade point average. Agee is a wonderful 
example of the servant leader we all strive to be. 
 Agee talked about the life of typical students at OCU. They are caring and have a passion for social 
justice. They are driven, intelligent, and kind. The OCU student is extremely exceptional. Thanks to 
The United Methodist Church, Agee will graduate almost debt-free, through grants and scholarships. 
Your investment is providing great leaders in the church and all over the world. 
  President Robert Henry explained how OCU helps students through scholarships. Kramer School 
of Nursing reported a 95% passing rate in board exams. Across 20 consecutive semesters, OCU athletes 
have attained a 3.0 grade point average. The OCU orchestra and choirs were the only ones asked to 
perform at the opening of the Devon Tower.
 Henry introduced Kelsey Griswald, a member of Asbury UMC in Tulsa. She is a candidate 
for Miss Oklahoma this year, and she runs 5 miles a day. Griswald expressed her gratitude for the 
scholarships provided by The United Methodist Church. Her dreams are coming true as a result of 
being a student at OCU. Griswald’s platform for Miss Oklahoma is ART, Artists Reaching Together, 
a mentoring program for students with special needs. OCU taught her that her walk with the Lord is 
the most important thing in her life. 

 Retiree Vignette video – A video was shown honoring this year’s retirees. 
 

Service of Commissioning and Retirement – 7:00 p.m.   
 The pre-worship concert was performed by the Stillwater District Choir in the St. Luke’s 
Sanctuary. Bishop Weaver was the preacher for the service. Afterward a reception honoring those 
newly commissioned and newly retired was held in the Christian Life Center. 
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THIRD DAY – WEDNESDAY, MAY 29

General Session – 8:30 a.m.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Paula Volenstine, a member of Hinton UMC and Clinton District lay 
leader, as his assistant for this session. 

 Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries - Adam Leathers presented the report. (See Section 
H – Reports.) Debbie Mahaffey thanked the Conference for continued support through prayers and 
finances. Mahaffey presented the amended and restated bylaws for CJAMM. 
 A video was shown highlighting the churches and programs that are part of Criminal Justice and 
Mercy Ministries. 
 Leathers introduced Carrie Adams, a residence of Exodus House, who works at Penn Avenue 
Redemption Church and has worked with OCU to develop a computer literacy program for inmates. 
 Loni spoke of her experiences growing up with parents on drugs. They were sent to prison and 
she was separated from her siblings. She was homeless and dropped out of school by the fifth grade. 
She was involved in many illegal activities and sent to jail. At the age of 18, she taught herself how 
to read and write by reading the Bible while in prison. She became involved in Redemption Church 
but still struggled. After another stint in jail, she opened her heart to God and is now involved again 
with Redemption Church. 
 Leathers presented the report for adoption. It was approved. 

 Skyline Urban Ministry video – The video showed the various programs available through 
Skyline. Seniors ministry, Clothes for Kids, Jets After School Program, Charity Eye Clinic, and the 
Food Pantry are a few of the programs. (See Section H – Reports.)
 Director Claudia Lovelace announced that Skyline will soon operate from one central site, the 
McKee Center, rather than two locations, and a new Food Pantry will be built there so that Skyline 
can serve more people in need. There will be increased volunteer opportunities, so please help. 
 
 Addiction Ministries - (See Section H – Reports.) Gary Gilpin spoke of the changes 
taking place in Addiction Ministries. The ministries are now under the direction of the 
Office of Mission. The one-week Summer School begins June 16. There are also 3 one- 
day sessions available to be presented in district locations. Team training is available at no 
charge. 

 Cookson Hills Mission - (See Section H – Reports.) Meri Whitaker, missionary and director of  Cookson 
Hills Mission, declared that our God is an awesome God. The mission’s new building is big, dedicated, paid 
for, and moved into. This building will help Cookson Hills minister to more of the people in need in the rural 
community.  

 United Methodist Women video - (See Section H – Report.) In the video, Cindy Hull announced 
that, due to action by the 2012 General Conference, UMW is now a free-standing agency of The United 
Methodist Church. 
 The 40th annual meeting of the Oklahoma Conference UMW will be in Poteau UMC on Oct. 5, 
with Bishop Hayes as the keynote speaker. Bishop Hayes encouraged all women in the Conference 
to attend. 

 Hispanic/Latino Ministries - Roger Parker presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Parker introduced a video starring Carlos Ramirez, who highlighted the Hispanic/Latino ministries 
around the Conference. Ramirez spoke of the ongoing efforts on the Conference level, including 
after-school programs and the Lay Missionary Planting Network (LMPN). 
 Parker announced that 25 people attended LMPN, a 10-month training, which met monthly on 
a Saturday.  
 Sixteen annual conferences participated in the Bolivia Fast and donated money to help start a 
Spanish-language church in Oklahoma. David Stephenson presented the gift to Bishop Hayes. 
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 Project Transformation video - (See Section H – Reports.)  Lindsey Bryan explained how Project 
Transformation consists of the three C’s – Children who are served, College interns who implement 
the program, and Churches who host the program. 
 Project Transformation transforms lives through relationships. 
 
 Discipleship Ministry Team - Connie Gibson and Cydni Tillery presented the report. (See 
Section H – Reports.) “Called to Be Sent Workshops,” focusing on the Kingswood Initiative, will be 
available at various locations in the fall. 
 A video was shown highlighting the many ministries of the DMT. 
 Irene Potts was the lay recipient of the Harry Denman Evangelism Award. Trevor Smith and Amy 
Stephens were clergy recipients.   

 Commission on the Small Church video - (See Section H – Reports.) Marsha Purtell presented 
the report. The video highlighted the ministries and programs of the rural and smaller congregations 
of the Conference. 

 Young Adult Council video - Andy Henson spoke of more gatherings available in each region. 
Matthew Franks encouraged all young adults to attend the Young Adult camps at Egan and the Re-
Ignite Workshops.
 
 Youth Workers Academy - Leslie Long talked of the importance of a good youth director. The 
Youth Workers Academy is a nationally recognized training that is available for the youth workers in 
the Conference. 
 Diana Northcutt announced that a coupon is available for those who are interested in attending 
the academy. 

 Retiree Vignette video - In the video, church members spoke of how retirees Grayson Lucky 
and Rebecca Morton served them throughout their ministry and made a difference in the lives of the 
churches they served. 

General Session – 10:50 a.m.
 Bishop Hayes introduced Todd Finley, a member of Mooreland UMC and the lay leader of 
Woodward District, as his assistant. 

 Leadership Development Ministry Team - Dianne Peters presented the report. (See Section 
H – Reports.) The Re-Ignite Workshops had record attendance this past year, including a large number 
of youth. 
 The fourth series of LEAD Seminars will start this September. 
 
 Academy for Part-time Local Pastors - Craig Stinson spoke of the need for more pastors to 
fill the shoes of those who are retiring. One way to fill those shoes is to use Part-time Local Pastors. 
The Academy for Part-time Local Pastors was created to help equip these disciples with the following 
tools: Bible knowledge, communication skills, and the United Methodist ethos. 
 The inaugural academy was held once a month, September through May, and had 10 graduates. 

 Treasurer’s Report - Brian Bakeman presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) Bakeman 
recommended approval of the audited financial report. It was approved. 

 Saint Paul School of Theology at OCU – Gary Haynes and son Drew spoke of being seminary 
students and graduating together. They presented the report along with a video of other seminary 
students’ experience at Saint Paul at OCU. (See Section H – Reports.)
 Dean Elaine Robinson said Saint Paul has been stirring up a spark of grace over the past five 
years. Robinson spoke of specific programs available now, or starting soon, that include Seminary 
Lite, Seminary Lite on the Road, a preaching workshop, Doctor of Ministry Degree, Master of Arts in 
Christian Ministry, and Master of Arts of Theological Studies. The Master of Divinity program will be 
reduced from 90 to 79 hours to reduce seminary debt. Amy Oden has been hired as a new professor. 
Robinson’s contract as dean has been renewed for another five years. 
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 Youth – Lauren Berlingeri presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) Youth Force is busy 
in the state over the summer, helping repair homes for people in need. St. Yootz Day typically has an 
attendance of more than 2,000 youth and adults at Frontier City. 

 The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation - Bill Junk is pleased to be celebrating 25 years 
of service at the Foundation as of August. The Foundation is experiencing a time of real growth, and 
God’s presence is evident in the outpouring of donations for disaster relief after the recent tornadoes 
in Oklahoma. 
 Mike Wiley is developing a new program called Arise to train leaders of the church. 
 OKUMF has received a $1 million challenge grant from Paul and Ann Milburn and is working 
to fulfill that challenge. 
 Bob Long presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) Long spoke of being mentored by 
Mouzon Biggs Jr. as a seminary student and by being blessed with a check from the Mildrens to cover 
his seminary costs so that he could start his ministry debt-free. Long encouraged each church to invest 
in future pastors by helping the Foundation match the Milburns’ $1 million challenge.
 Bob Bowles, grandson of Jim Egan, presented The Jim Egan Legacy Award to Mouzon and Gail 
Biggs. Biggs helped to create a $31 million endowment fund for Boston Avenue UMC. 
 
 Circle of Care - Don Batson presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) Tod Bryant spoke 
of raising more than $500,000 for the capital campaign to make improvements to housing at the CoC 
Francis Willard campus in Tulsa. 
 Mark Howard introduced a foster parent named Rashelle, who spoke of being in foster care as 
a child. Now she has been a foster mother for 9 years and has adopted three wonderful special-needs 
children. CoC Child SHARE has been a tremendous help in her daily life. 
 A resident of the CoC Children’s Home, Sarah said she was thankful to be provided with a place 
to live, through the CoC Independent Living Program, while she finished her schooling. 
 Howard spoke of a very inspirational sermon by Mouzon Biggs Jr. that made a difference in his 
life and thanked Biggs for his support of CoC.
 Kaitlin led other residents of CoC programs in a presentation of “Hear My Prayer, Oh Lord.” 
 Lissa Wright recognized the top churches in giving to CoC. Top giving per member: Jet, Enid 
Bethany, Allen, Jefferson, and Coalgate churches. Top giving overall: Tulsa Asbury, Tulsa Boston 
Avenue, Tulsa First, OKC Church of the Servant, and Norman McFarlin.

Mission Opportunity - Noon-5:00 p.m.
 Conference business was adjourned in order for the delegates to serve in mission at local churches 
and agencies.  

Service of Ordination – 7:00 p.m.
 The pre-worship concert was performed by St. Luke’s UMC Chancel Choir. The service was held 
in St. Luke’s Sanctuary and was led by Bishop Hayes. Afterward a reception was held in the Christian 
Life Center honoring Bishop and Mrs. Dee Hayes and those newly ordained. (See Certification of 
Ordination.) 

FORTH DAY – THURSDAY, MAY 30

General Session – 8:30 a.m.

 Constitutional Amendments and Ballot - Joe Harris gave instructions on the balloting process. 
Judy Benson and Linda Harker presented the four proposed Constitutional Amendments. (See Section 
H – Reports.)  Each amendment was voted on after an opportunity for discussion. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced Chloe Jorgenson from Henryetta UMC, a certified lay servant and 
future OCU student, as his assistant for this session.

 Lydia Patterson Institute - (See Section H – Reports.) President Socorro de Anda announced 
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this is the 100th year of ministry at LPI. They are happy to have new state-of-the-art classrooms. De 
Anda thanked the bishop, Extended Cabinet, and spouses for their work during their mission trip to 
LPI. 
 De Anda presented a video that gave a brief history of “La Lydia,” as the students call it, and 
told of preparation for The Second 100 Years. 
 This year’s graduating class received $1.5 million in scholarships from The United Methodist
Church. 
 De Anda presented a check from LPI for tornado relief. 

 Retiree Vignette video - In the video church members told how retirees David Croninger and 
Mouzon Biggs Jr. served them throughout their ministry and made a difference in the lives of the 
churches they served. 
  
 Campus Ministry - Diana Cox Crawford presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Crawford announced the ministry of Wesley Foundations in the United States is 100 years old. 
 Jalynn Yarbrough from Anadarko St. Paul’s UMC is a student at Cameron University and part 
of the student leadership team of Cameron Campus Ministry. Yarbrough spoke of the importance of 
campus ministry to college students. They need the Conference’s support, prayers, time, and energy 
to help the students thrive at college.
 Shannon Rhodenberg is from Drummond Salem UMC, attended OCU, and is now attending Saint 
Paul at OCU. Her campus ministers have helped her through her candidacy process and to prepare for 
her first appointment. 

 Camps video - In the video campers from each site told of the fun and activities they enjoyed 
during their time at camp. The site directors spoke of happenings and needs of their camps. 
 There were 19,000 who attended camps last year. Randy McGuire encouraged everyone to send 
campers to camp. 
 Every roof has to be replaced at Canyon Camp, due to a hailstorm this spring. All donations to 
help meet the $50,000 deductible are appreciated. 
  
 United Methodist Men video - Bill Chissoe told of the attendance at various events and the 
bonds being formed with the UMMen of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference. Chissoe told 
of the projects in which UMMen are involved and the need to recruit younger men.

 Commission on Status and Role of Women video - Pam Cottrill presented the report. (See 
Section H – Reports.) The video highlighted the opportunities offered to women in the various Re-
Ignite workshops this past year. 
 The 2013 Frances E. Willard Award was presented to Twila Gibbens. 

 Board of Pension and Health Benefits - Mark Commons presented the report. (See Section H 
– Reports.) Commons gave a summary of the changes for 2014. The floor was opened for questions. 
 J.D. Ward spoke of the incentive-based Wellness Plan. Participation in the Health Screening at 
Annual Conference will save a qualifying clergy member $10 per month on his/her insurance premium 
in 2014. If we are working on wellness and getting healthier, there also will be fewer medical claims, 
and that will lead to lower costs. 
 Commons spoke to the laity about the role the clergy fill in their lives, and he challenged the laity 
to take care of their clergy in return.
 
 Commons brought forth Report No. 1 for adoption. It was approved. 
 Commons brought forth Item 1.B for adoption. It was approved.
 Commons brought forth Item 1.F for adoption. It was approved.
 Commons brought forth Item 1.G for adoption. It was approved. 
 Commons brought forth Items 4.A & B for adoption. They were approved.
 Commons brought forth Items 7.A & B for adoption. They were approved. 
 Commons moved to approve the remainder of the report as written. It was approved.
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 Commons brought forth Report No. 2 for adoption. It was approved.
 Commons brought forth Item 1 for adoption. It was approved. 
 Commons brought forth Item 2 for adoption. It was approved. 
 Commons brought forth Item 3 for adoption. It was approved. 
 Commons brought forth Items 4 & 5 for adoption. They were approved. 
 Commons brought forth Item 7 for adoption. It was approved. 
 Commons moved to approve the remainder of the report as written. It was approved. 

 Commons moved to approve Report No. 3 as written. It was approved. 
 Commons moved to approve Report No. 4 as written. It was approved.

  
General Session – 11:00 a.m.

 Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference Greeting - David Wilson presented a video offering 
thanks for all those who helped make the 2012 South Central Jurisdictional Conference a success. 
 In 2012, Oklahoma Conference gave OIMC more than $125,000 in Apportionment support. 
 The past year saw seven new laity serving in new church starts and church restarts. 
 On Oct. 10, 2013, the 2nd Annual Gala will be held at the Reed Center in Midwest City, to raise 
funds for OIMC pastoral support. 
 The OIMC disaster response team has been busy helping Native Americans affected by the 
tornadoes. There were 30 families affected in Moore and 20-30 families affected in the Little Axe 
area. Oklahoma Conference disaster response has been helping as well. 
 The 171st Annual Conference of the OIMC will be held in Preston, starting next Thursday. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced Jay Williams from Wewoka UMC, a McAlester District youth delegate, 
as his assistant for this session.

 Trustees - Mark Brown presented the reported. (See Section H – Reports.) Brown moved 
that the Activities be adopted. It was approved. 
 Charlie Hull, chair of the Ministry Protection Committee, (See Section H – Reports) announced 
that the insurance agency CFR has changed to HUB International CFR. The Conference property 
insurance accounts are among its clients.
 Brown recommended the workers’ compensation policy be made mandatory for all churches, 
effective Sept. 15, 2013. It was approved. 
 
 Communications - Joe Harris and Shari Goodwin presented the report. (See Section H – 
Reports.) Goodwin announced that the Conference website will get an overhaul in order to keep 
up with the latest technology. Harris highlighted some of the enhancements that will be available. 
 Feedback to evaluate this Annual Conference is very important and is encouraged. 
 The United Methodist Reporter will be closing after more than 160 years of publication. 
 Harris thanked Goodwin for her great leadership chairing the Department of Communications. 
Goodwin introduced Sam Welch, the new board chairman. Welch announced the winners of the 
Annual Conference Instagram photo contest. The first-place winner was Ali Wonderly, second-
place winner was Heather Scherer, and third-place winner was Charlotte Teel. There were several 
honorable mentions. 

 Committee on Episcopacy - Tom Harrison recognized the members of the committee and told 
of the responsibilities of the committee. The committee works closely with OIMC and appreciates 
its contribution. Bishop Hayes introduced his new administrative assistant, Pam Weatherford, from 
OKC Church of the Servant. Harrison thanked Joe Harris, Craig Stinson, and Brian Bakeman for 
their extraordinary work. Harrison asked churches to check with Pam Weatherford or Joe Harris 
about the bishop’s calendar when requesting visits to a church. The bishop will take personal leave 
in 2014. 
 It is a pleasure to have Robert E. Hayes Jr. as our bishop. Harrison prayed for honor and 
encouragement for Bishop and Dee Hayes. 

 Board of Ordained Ministry - Linda Harker spoke of the Board’s work with those called 
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to ministry. 
 Lesly Broadbent spoke of the District Committee on Ordained Ministry’s task of evaluating 
and producing effective clergy members. 
 The BOOM is in partnership with Bishop Hayes and applauds his appointment of Chuck 
Nordean as director of Clergy and Congregational Development, a new post. 
 They Board also partnered with ACC in creating the Academy for Part-Time Local Pastors. 

 Church and Society - Mark Whitley presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Whitley asked the conference to spend a moment in silence, representing the marginalized and 
disenfranchised who have no voice. You are invited to join the Board to help restore the dignity 
of choice to those silenced by injustices.
 Connie Harrison urged all to advocate for Peace With Justice through God’s love. There is a 
call for Ministries of Reconciliation and restoration for communities. 
 Mark Davies and Pat Hoerth co-chair the Environmental Coalition. Davies said if we want 
future generations to know about Jesus we need a planet to sustain those generations. 
 
 Introduction of Chaplains Under Appointment - Bishop Hayes invited the chaplains to 
introduce themselves. As a special gift, newly ordained elder Tiffany Smith was commissioned as 
a chaplain in the U.S. Navy by a naval commander during a ceremony on the stage. Bishop Hayes 
lifted all the chaplains in prayer. 

  Retiree Vignette video - In the video church members spoke of how retirees Kip Wright and 
Roy Betz served them throughout their ministry and made a difference in the lives of the churches 
they served.

General Session – 1:45 p.m.
 
 Equitable Compensation - Larry Bauman presented the report. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Bauman moved for approval of the guidelines of employment status. It was approved. 
 Bauman moved for approval of the Schedule of Minimum Compensation. It was approved. 
 Bauman reported that the 2012 Discipline requires the Conference to develop a Conference 
arrearage policy. 
 The 2014 budget increases the Ministers’ Moving Fund to $200,000. 
 Clergy leadership in Camps is not to be considered vacation days. 
 Bauman moved for the adoption of the report. It was approved. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced Katie Shewey from Enid First UMC as his assistant for this session.

 Retiree Vignette video - In the video church members spoke of how retirees Stan Basler 
and James Harvey served them throughout their ministry and made a difference in the lives of the 
churches they served.

 Report on Constitutional Amendments - Joe Harris announced the results of the ballot 
from the morning. 
                    
                    Yes       No
 Ballot #1    523         5   
  Ballot #2    512       14 
 Ballot #3    511       15 
 Ballot #4    508       18

 Archives and History - Tom Albin wants churches to know resources are available to help 
churches celebrate milestone anniversaries. Christina Wolf invited delegates to visit the Archives, 
on the fifth floor of OCU’s Dulaney-Brown Library. Researchers, church historians, and others 
will find there many historical documents for their uses. 
 Albin presented the new bylaws of Archives and History. 
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 Disaster Response video - Scenes showed a group of Conference leaders, including Bishop 
Hayes and pastors of Moore churches, visiting and praying with people on May 29, 2013, in 
tornado-damaged areas of Moore. The video was produced by the Department of Communications.

 Mount Sequoyah video - Abby Foster told of the many programs and facilities available 
for United Methodist groups. The Mount Sequoyah facility, in Fayetteville, Ark., plans to be a 
premier resort center by its centennial year, 2022. 

 Council on Finance and Administration - Tom Junk presented the report. (See Section 
H – Reports.) Junk announced the Conference received a clean audit for 2012. 
 Junk presented Items 1-17, with the exception of Item 3, for approval. They were approved.
 Junk presented Item 3, the 2014 Annual Conference Budget, for approval. It was approved. 
   
 Retiree Vignette video - In the video church members spoke of how retirees Aaron Martin 
and Darlene Johnson served them throughout their ministry and made a difference in the lives of 
the churches they served. 

 Annual Conference Corporation - Judy Benson said the board is exploring the question 
“Where does God want us to be?”

 Standing Rules – Bob Younts presented the amended and restated Bylaws for Criminal 
Justice and Mercy Ministries for adoption. They were approved.  
 Younts presented the Restated Certificate of Incorporation for CJAMM for adoption. It was 
approved. 
 Younts presented the amended and restated Certificate of Incorporation for the Office of 
Mission for adoption. It was approved. 
 Younts presented the amended and restated Bylaws of the Office of Mission for adoption. 
They were approved. 
 Younts presented the Certificate of Incorporation and the Bylaws for Kingswood Initiative for 
adoption. A friendly amendment was recommended for paragraph 3.2 of the bylaws, changing the 
last sentence to: “A majority of the directors must be members of The United Methodist Church 
in Oklahoma.” They were approved. 

  United Methodist Senior Living Facilities video - Residents of the senior living facilities 
told of the joy of living in these communities. 

  Nominations - Darrell Cates presented the report for adoption, and enabling the Committee 
and Conference staff to correct and perfect the report in light of the impending appointments. It 
was approved.

 Final Motions - Joe Harris moved that any printed reports not yet acted upon be accepted in 
the record of the conference. It was approved.
 Harris expressed his thanks to the assistant secretaries, the tellers, and his dedicated staff. 
He thanked Andrew Himes for the fast, quality production of videos that aired this week about 
the May tornado disaster response. He thanked Maggie Ball and the OCU staff for making the 
conference run smoothly. 
 
  The 2013 Annual Conference was officially adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 

  Service of Appointment and Sending Forth – 3:25 p.m.
 The service was led by Chuck Stewart, and music was provided by the choir of Edmond First 
United Methodist Church. Bishop Hayes delivered the message, and the Cabinet members read the 
changes in clergy appointments. 
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CERTIFICATION OF ORDINATION

     This is to certify that in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on the 28th day of May, 2013, I 
commissioned, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, the following Deacon: Cali Depue Eck.  

     On the 28th day of May, 2013, I commissioned, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following Elders: Gary Haynes, Kip 
Heatley, Philip T. Hodson, Jana Dawn Hogg, Rusty L. Husted, Nathan Mills, Patience K. 
Mutiso, Cheryl Newton, Kristiane Smith, and Chris Symes. 

 On the 28th day of May, 2013, I recognized, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following presented for provisional 
membership, transferring from elder to deacon: D. Garrett Drake. 

 On the 28th day of May, 2013, I recognized, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following presented for provisional 
membership as an elder: Semaj Y. Vanzant. 

 On the 29th day of May, 2013, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, the following Deacons: Yvonne Marie Buchanan, Josephine 
E. Kee-Rees, and Peter J. White.  

 On the 29th day of May, 2013, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, the following elders: Josue Araujo, Daniel Dennison, 
Matthew D. Franks, Babara A. Fyffe, Linda Lusnia, James Bruce Perkin II, Sandra Reeves 
Shepherd, Tiffany Ann Smith, and Aaron Christopher Tiger. 
        

    
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION

  The foregoing proceedings, with reports herein published, were adopted by the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church at its forty-sixth Annual Session, held in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, May 27-30, 2013, as the official record, and we hereby certify 
that they are correct.

              

  
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church                             Secretary of the Annual Conference


