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DAILY PROCEEDINGS 
The Thirty-Eighth Session of

The Oklahoma Annual Conference
The United Methodist Church 

May 29 - June 2, 2005 

FIRST DAY - SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2005

 Under the leadership of Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr., the Oklahoma Annual Conference 
began with the opening worship celebration at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, Oklahoma 
City.  Dr. Zan Holmes Jr. preached “Do We Look Like Our Picture?” Under the leadership of 
Rev. Frankye Johnson and many others, the opening service accentuated and clarified our un-
derstanding of the special gifts of an African-American theology of worship.  
 Afterward, a reception was held honoring Dr. Holmes and Bishop and Mrs. Hayes.  

SECOND DAY - MONDAY, MAY 30, 2005

Clergy Executive Session - 10:15 a.m.

 Annual Conference clergy members met in the Sanctuary of St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church, while lay members met in the Christian Life Center.  The Report of 
the Board of Ordained Ministry was presented at the clergy session and approved. (See 
Section F - The Business of Annual Conference.) 

Memorial Service and Holy Communion - 1:30 p.m.

 The Sacrament of Holy Communion and the Memorial Service, celebrating the lives of 
clergy and spouses who died during the past year, was held.  Dr. Zan Holmes Jr. preached the 
sermon, titled “Can We Give Thanks In All Circumstances?”  Afterward, a reception was held, 
honoring those who were memorialized. (See Section J - Record of Remembrance.)  

Session - 3:45 p.m. 

 Organization of Annual Conference - The conference was convened by Bishop Robert 
Hayes with a song and a prayer.  Conference Secretary Charles Rettig made the following mo-
tions that were adopted.  
 1.  That the printed program shall be the offi cial program of the 2005 session of The   
  Oklahoma Annual Conference, subject to necessary additions and adjustments.  
 2.  That the minutes of the daily sessions, as prepared by the secretarial staff, examined   
  by the Committee on the Journal, and approved by the Annual Conference, shall   
  be the offi cial record of the Conference. 
 3.  That the bar of the conference for voting, debate, discussion, and other offi cial   
  business  of the annual conference session be restricted to the main fl oor, without
   any seating division between lay and clergy.
 4.  That all materials included in the packets, and materials so related and distributed at   
  registration, be considered in the hands of conference members at this opening   
  session  so that action concerning them may be taken after 24 hours have passed   
  in any cases where such time interval is required.
 5.  That the following be elected as assistant secretaries:  Mark Jardine, Rich Redinger,   
  Donna Dodson, Carole Minter, Glenda Skinner-Noble, Jacqueline Devereaux and   
  Jan Polson.  
 6.   That the following be elected as head tellers:  P.J. Stewart, Shari Hiller, Katie Brown  
  and Don Scott. 
 Charles Rettig introduced Judy Benson for a special presentation. The Resolution of 
Appreciation of Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. was presented and adopted. (See Section I - 
Resolutions.)  

 Episcopal Address  - (See Episcopal Address in Section H - Reports) Bishop Robert E. Hayes 
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Jr. greeted and welcomed the Oklahoma Annual Conference members on behalf of himself, his 
wife and sons, and thanked the members for their numerous gifts and acts of kindness since the 
Hayes family came to the Conference.  He expressed his deep appreciation for the Cabinet, for 
its work and friendship. He also thanked his administrative assistant, Carla Noble; Conference 
administrators David Severe, Boyce Bowdon, Jo Ann McNaught;  Conference Lay Leader Judy 
Benson; and past Conference Lay Leader Carl Young. The bishop challenged the Conference 
members to invest of themselves, so that they can begin “Building Tomorrow’s Kingdom 
Today,” the conference theme. He shared his priorities for the coming year: Increasing conference 
membership by 5%, funding our camp program improvements, starting one new church, starting 
a new satellite church from one of our major churches, and completing the fund-raising campaign 
for the Wesley Foundation at Langston University.  

 Laity Address - Judy Benson, Conference lay leader, emphasized the fact that the lay 
members of Oklahoma United Methodist churches are “Building Tomorrow’s Kingdom To-
day” through their involvement with the ministries of the Conference. She challenged the laity 
to go back to their home churches and start a fi re in the hearts of the congregations and com-
munities. 

 Standing Rules Report - Herschel Beard presented the report of the Standing Rules Com-
mittee.  The pre-printed report, not including Section E, was approved.  A substitute motion for 
Section E was presented to the annual conference delegates for later vote. (See Fourth Day, 8:25 
a.m. Session.)

 Board of Ordained Ministry - Grayson Lucky introduced Suzanne Davis and Greg Ten-
er, who presented those Commissioned as Deacons, Commissioned as Elders, Recognition of 
Orders as Deacons in Full Connection, Ordained as Deacons, and Ordained as Elders. (See Sec-
tion F - Business of the Annual Conference.)  

  Service of Worship - 7:00 p.m 
 A sermon titled “Have We Learned The Lessons of the Loaves?” was delivered by Dr. 
Zan Holmes Jr.  

THIRD DAY - TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2005

Communion Service - W. Angie Smith Chapel - 7:00 a.m.

Morning Devotions - Freede Center - 8:00 a.m.  
Homily delivered by Ginger Howl: “The Kingdom of God - A Mystery.”

Session - 8:25 a.m. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE COUNCIL 

 Leader’s Overall Report - Robert Younts introduced the programming ministries of the 
Annual Conference. The Conference was challenged to have all churches pay 100% of ap-
portionments for 2005. Younts thanked David Severe, who is retiring, for his years of service.  
There was a moment of silence for Frieda Peters, who passed away this year.  He praised her 
years of service to the Annual Conference Council.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY TEAM

 Leader’s Overall Report - Bill Todd presented the report and introduced the co-chairs 
Michael Fletcher-Taylor, Mary Gaudreau and JoAnn Robinson. The committee is available for 
leadership training and encourages people into leadership opportunities.
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 Board of Laity - Judy Benson recognized the laity leadership teams of the Conference. 
There will be a leadership training Aug. 12-14, with priorities in communications, children, 
youth and young families, and servant leadership. 

 Lay Speakers - Pat Parvin brought greetings from all lay speakers from across the Con-
ference, and told of her passion to work with the lay members throughout the Conference. She 
reported 789 lay speakers in the Oklahoma Annual Conference.  Parvin reported on many ac-
complishments in the past year.  She invited anyone interested in “Making Disciples of Christ” 
to become a lay speaker.  She introduced Arthur Lyons of St. Paul UMC, Anadarko, who gave 
his testimony about being a lay speaker and what it means to him.  Parvin also reported on up-
coming events for the year.  

 United Methodist Men - Rob Walton gave the UMM report and encouraged all men to 
attend the national conference at Purdue in July 2005.  He also encouraged all United Methodist 
Men’s local church groups to be chartered. Walton made a special appeal to young men.

 Lay Leadership Oklahoma - Carl Young presented the report of the Lay Leadership 
Oklahoma Team, which trains lay leaders in the Conference.  Young introduced the Class of 
2004 and welcomed anyone who wants to serve to attend the next training session.

 Religion and Race - Barbara Benton reported for the Commission on Religion and Race 
and recognized the members of the commission. She shared their vision, especially  calling for 
reconciliation and for building an inclusive church.  There will be a workshop in 2006 called 
Advocates of Inclusiveness.
    
 Local Church Leaders Workshops - Linda Barnett thanked Bishop Hayes for participat-
ing in six of the districts’ Local Church Leader Workshops in 2005, and for agreeing to partici-
pate in the other six district workshops in 2006.  Barnett introduced Kelley Segler, of Ardmore 
District, who reported on that district workshop and stressed the importance of the workshops 
to help strengthen the programs of the local churches.  Segler challenged everyone to attend the 
annual training.  

 Board of Ordained Ministry and Ministerial Recruitment - Jack Terrell-Wilkes pre-
sented the report for Ministerial Recruitment and encouraged all clergy to share their calls to 
ministry with someone new.  He said he was pleased to announce there are more clergy coming 
into the conference than retiring this year, which was not the case in past years.  He named the 
various events that are held throughout the year and encouraged the conference to cultivate the 
Culture of Call.  
 Grayson Lucky reported on the funds that are used for Ministerial Recruitment. He pre-
sented a motion to approve the Ministerial Education Fund.  Rebecca Wallace, a certifi ed can-
didate for deacon and a seminary student at St. Paul’s, spoke on the importance of supporting 
seminary students.  The motion was approved, in the amount of $127,050.
 Suzanne Davis presented certifi cates to Sharon Capron for Certifi cation in Christian Edu-
cation and to Kurt Gwartney for Certifi cation in Communications.  

 Committee on Local Church Lay Leadership - Ann Needham presented this report.  
Resources are available for lay leadership training in local churches.  

 Commission on the Status and Role of Women (COSROW) - Carole Minter celebrated 
the many female leaders in Oklahoma Conference. Connie Taylor announced the 50th Anniver-
sary of the Ordination of Women as Full Elders, in 2006. 

 The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation - Bishop Hayes expressed his deep ap-
preciation for the works of the Foundation. John Crooch introduced Allen Evans, Foundation 
Board of Trustees chairperson.  Evans expressed his gratitude to the committees of the board, 
and he stated his appreciation to the professional staff of the Foundation.   
       The Cross and Flame Legacy Society has been established for those who have made  en-
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dowments to the Foundation.  On Sept. 20, 2005, a dinner will be held at Church of the Servant, 
Oklahoma City, with Bishop Hayes as the speaker. 
 Crooch highlighted some events of the Foundation.  He announced that the Jim Egan 
Award was presented to Richard Small. The Clergy Endowment Fund has helped clergy, semi-
nary students, and St. John’s UMC, OKC, for a special program. 

 Conference Board of Trustees - Kurt Glassco presented the report of the Board of Trust-
ees.  He presented the items for ratifi cation.  They were approved.  
 Kurt recognized the new Insurance Committee chairperson, Brian Bakeman.  Glassco was 
joined by Mark Berrong, Joel Betow and Irene Howard.  Berrong reported on the progression 
of the insurance program.  He introduced a resolution about the Group Property, Liability, and 
Workers Compensation Insurance Program, and presented it for adoption. The motion was ap-
proved. 
 Irene Howard greeted the conference on behalf of the General Council of Finance and 
Administration.  She reported on the accomplishments of the task force formed two years ago.  
Howard thanked the Conference for its partnership and the strength of the program.  She pre-
sented the Resolution of Participation in the United Methodist Property and Casualty Trust 
(UMPACT).  The motion was approved.  
 Glassco recognized and showed appreciation to Berrong for his service during the past nine 
years.  He introduced Jim Howard of Zurich Insurance Co.; and Bob McKown, Rick Carlin and 
Linda Steed from Cole, Paine and Carlin. He also thanked Jo Ann McNaught for her work and 
the support from the Conference Treasurer’s Offi ce. 
 Delegate Roger Wood of Heavener voiced a concern that churches have a diffi cult time 
preparing budgets when the insurance cost for the following year is not available until October. 
Glassco and McKown indicated stronger efforts will be made to improve the timeline on getting 
the details of premium costs to the local churches for inclusion in their budgeting processes.  
 
     Announcements were made prior to the Order of the Day.
  

 Retirement Service - 10:30 a.m.
 Bishop Ray Owen delivered the sermon “Taking Hold of Life-Again.”  A choir made up 
of retirees and retired clergy spouses performed during the service. 

Session – 2:00 p.m.

MISSION AND SERVICE MINISTRY TEAM 

 Leaders Overall Report - Stan Cosby opened the session by reminding everyone of the 
extensive scope of the work of the Mission and Service Ministry Team.  

 Lydia Patterson Institute - Socorra deAnda reported on the success and growth of the 
Lydia Patterson Institute.  She thanked the conference for paying 98% of its apportionments.  
She also thanked other friends within the Oklahoma Conference, Oklahoma City University 
and The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation, who also provide support for the institute’s 
programs.  

 Skyline Urban Ministries - Dale Tremper reported on Skyline Urban Ministries in Okla-
homa City, which reach out to the impoverished people in the metropolitan area.  He introduced 
Imogene Bates. 
 Tremper reported on the goals of Skyline Urban Development.  The organization will be 
seeking a $200,000 loan which, along with other funding, will help advance housing and busi-
ness development in low-income areas served by the ministry. 

 Chemical Dependency Ministries - Mary Buresh thanked David Severe for his sup-
port over the years.  She also introduced the committee members.  She talked about the Faith 
Partners program that they are trying to implement.  The 23rd Chemical Dependency Summer 
School was to be held this year.  She introduced Wilma Scott, who told of her life-changing 
experience at the school. 
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 Conference Mission Secretary - Dana Short reported on her duties as Conference mis-
sion secretary, including the Five-Star Church Award. Short acknowledged the 10 missionaries 
associated with our Conference.  She announced that there were 82 churches who qualifi ed this 
year for the Five-Star Church Award.  

 Cooperative Schools of Mission - Adonna Bridges talked about the connectional Coop-
erative School of Christian Mission and acknowledged the teachers, students and workers.  She 
told of the classes that will be available this summer.  
 
 Cookson Hills - Meri Whitaker presented Bishop and Mrs. Hayes with a gift made at 
Cookson Hills.  She spoke of the growth of the ministry and the new Senior Citizens Center.  
Whitaker told about a skeptical woman who came to know Christ through the program called 
“Toole Tyme.” That woman was recently baptized and now is a member of the Cookson Hills 
board, Whitaker noted.  
     
 Church and Society - Allen Buck greeted the conference and reported on the purpose and 
Social Principles of the United Methodist Church.  He asked for help from the conference with 
the many needs and invited everyone to become involved.  

 Project Transformation - Amy Curran thanked the conference for help with the ministry 
for children. This year will be the fourth summer for Project Transformation, serving more than 
500 children, with more than 1,000 volunteers.  Curran introduced Meg McGuire, a returning 
intern serving Quayle UMC, who spoke of her experience working with Project Transforma-
tion, in which she was encouraged to enter the ministry.  She thanked the conference for the 
opportunity of working with Project Transformation.

 Criminal Justice & Mercy Ministries - Stan Basler introduced Cheryl Morgan-Gregg, 
a graduate of Kairos Outside, who spoke of the love and acceptance she receives from Penn 
Avenue/Redemption Church. Larry Jernigan spoke of the support he receives from Lawton 
Redemption Church.  A member of Ardmore Redemption Church, Jerald Bruton, expressed his 
thanks to God and the church for their love and kindness.  
 Basler introduced Claudia Lovelace, who was involved in a CJAMM program and is now 
graduating from OCU and being appointed to serve in the Oklahoma Annual Conference.  Shan-
non Reed spoke of his involvement with Ardmore Redemption Church and was grateful for the 
opportunity to work with Exodus House in Tulsa.  Monte Hazelwood, a graduate of Exodus 
House, expressed his thanks to Lovelace and Redemption Church. Travis Tom spoke of his 
experience with Torch and how it turned his life around.  
 Basler acknowledged Teri Green, Tony Zahn, Steve Byrd and others who are involved 
with CJAMM.  

 Awards - (Five-Star, Scouting, Hanna, Frances E. Willard, Human Relations) – The Com-
mission on Religion and Race presented an award to Gail C. Payne for her work in Human 
Relations. COSROW presented the Frances E. Willard Award posthumously to Frieda Peters.  
It was accepted by her husband, Don Peters.  

 Bishop Hayes introduced OCU student Angela Dyer, who sang “How Great Thou Art.”      

 Session – 4:20 p.m.

 Greetings from Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference - David Wilson, superin-
tendent, thanked the Oklahoma Annual Conference for working as partners with OIMC in the 
effort to bring Bishop Hayes to Oklahoma.  He thanked the Conference for its continued support 
of OIMC.  Wilson presented David Severe with a Circle of Life blanket and Boyce Bowdon 
with a Chief Joseph blanket, in appreciation of their love and support.   

  Oklahoma City University – Bishop Hayes expressed his appreciation for the relationship 
the Conference has with OCU.  Maggie Ball talked about her role as vice president, Univer-
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sity-Church Relations, and thanked the Conference for the scholarships it makes available. She 
introduced a current scholarship recipient, Mike Slack. Slack talked about STARS for Schools, 
one program which enables students to provide public service to the community. 
 Ball introduced and welcomed OCU President Tom McDaniel.  He welcomed the confer-
ence to the Freede Center on behalf of the OCU family.  McDaniel expressed his thanks for the 
work and support David and Paula Severe contributed over the years.  He reported on the suc-
cesses and accomplishments of several OCU graduates and the events of this Centennial year.  
McDaniel introduced a video featuring Centennial Spokeswoman Jayne Jayroe, the fi rst of three 
Miss Americas who graduated from OCU.  He announced  the university has raised 95% in its 
$100 million campaign that began last year.   
 
 Pension and Health Benefi ts - Bob Long, chairperson, Board of Pensions and Healthcare 
Benefi ts, expressed his thanks to OCU and announced his pride in its accomplishments.  He 
introduced Mona Mae Waymire, chairperson, Healthcare Benefi ts Committee; Randy Mitchell, 
secretary; Mouzon Biggs Jr., chairperson, Pensions Committee; and Jo Ann McNaught, Okla-
homa Conference benefi ts offi cer. McNaught introduced her staff: Jan Tofani, health benefi ts 
director; and Tiara Dalton, pension director.  
 Biggs presented the report. (See Section H - Reports.)  He moved for the adoption of the 
report.  It was approved. 
 Long talked about the new Clergy Retirement Security Plan that will go into effect in 18 
months and asked that the conference be aware of the changes that will take place. 
 Waymire talked about the fi nancial decisions made by the committee. She announced that 
there will be a 3% increase in premiums, and the apportionment amount will increase by 2%.  
She recommended that Report #3 be continued.  The report was approved. (See Section H - Re-
ports.)
 McNaught reported on the Health Insurance Plan, which effects retirees. Tofani reminded 
delegates of the free health screening provided during the conference for those enrolled in the 
Insurance Plan, and also available for a minimal fee for other attendees. 

 How are we doing?  COSROW conference update - Tracy Schumpert reported that we 
are doing well as a conference of representing our diversity throughout this week. 

 Announcements  

Service of Worship - 7:00 p.m.
Bishop Dan E. Solomon delivered a sermon titled “The Reason for Our Hope.”  Afterward, a 
reception honoring Bishop Solomon was held in the Christian Life Center, St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church.   
 

  
FOURTH DAY - WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2005

Communion Service - W. Angie Smith Chapel - 7:00 a.m.

Morning Devotions - 8:00 a.m.
Homily delivered by Charla Gwartney: “Are You Growing Grass, or Killing Weeds?”  

Special music was performed by an OCU student, Joanna Maxamovich. 

Session – 8:25 a.m.
   
 Standing Rules - Herschel Beard presented a substitute motion to replace Item E in the 
Standing Rules.  The motion was approved. (See Section K - Standing Rules and Structure.)  
Beard moved to adopt the resolution of the Special Task Force on Annual Conference Staff.  
Motion was approved. (See Section I - Resolutions.)
 
 The Resolution for Discontinuance of the Olustee United Methodist Church was brought 
forth.  It was approved. (See Section I - Resolutions.) 
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  Journal Report – Pam Shirk, on behalf of the Journal Committee, recommended that 
the minutes for Sunday, Monday and Tuesday be approved as amended.  The motion was ap-
proved. 

 Neighborhood Services Organization - Monica Swink presented the report and a video 
with personal stories from several people who were given a helping hand by NSO.  Bishop 
Hayes expressed his personal thanks to the NSO staff members and the important work they’ve 
been doing for 40 years.
 
 United Methodist Women - The UMW report was presented by President Donna Rob-
erts.  Roberts introduced Brian Kurklin, who spoke about his experience as a child and youth 
involved in UMW activities at the Conference level, particularly the School of Missions.  On 
Aug. 5-6, 2005, there will be a mother-child retreat.

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY TEAM

 Making Disciples, Making a Difference - Bob Pierson introduced Mary Lue Eastmond, 
who presented a video on the importance of Sunday school.  The group’s goal is to increase 
churches’ Sunday school attendance by 5% each year.  Pierson challenged the conference to get 
excited about the ministry of Sunday school.

 Children’s Ministry - Kristi Swink brought greetings from the “Can Do” committee of 
the Children’s Ministry.  Swink relayed the accomplishments and the goals of the committee. 
Focus ’05 “Hand in Hand” conference will be held in Nashville.  All children were encouraged 
to attend Conference camps.

 Evangelism - Bob Feist spoke of the many opportunities he has been given to share his 
testimony and his dream to refocus our energies on evangelism.  Feist challenged all churches 
to stay focused on “making disciples.”  
 
 Adult Education - D.A. Bennett talked about the task of Adult Education ministry, the 
goal of helping people grow into mature disciples of Christ, and the focus on lifelong learning.

 Worship - Adrian Cole spoke on the goals and ideas of the Worship Committee to estab-
lish more worship services and to increase attendance.  The group can also assist in training 
worship leaders. Increasing attendance in worship is to be a goal for each church. 

 Older Adult Council - David Thomas spoke about the work of the council formed to 
address the needs of older adults.  One ministry is focused on motivating and equipping older 
adults to share their faith stories.  

 Singles Ministries - Jim Stilwell told about the programs available for single adults and 
the importance of these programs. He spoke of a need for more programs to help singles with 
their day-to-day struggles.  A singles seminar will be held Oct. 15, 2005, at McFarlin UMC, 
Norman, and Christ UMC, Tulsa.

 Video - Bob Pierson reported on the declining numbers in Sunday school and worship 
attendance, as well as in church membership.  The Discipleship Ministry Team has a goal of 
decreasing this decline and increasing the numbers by 5%.  Pierson challenged each person to 
win five people to Christ. 

 Youth Ministries - Diana Northcutt reported on the youth activities of the past year, us-
ing a Power Point presentation. Natalie Ulrich, from Lighthouse UMC, Kingston, talked about 
the Youth Service Fund (YSF).  She also reported on St. Yootz Day, the major fund-raiser for 
Youth Service Fund, and introduced “The Journey” video, which spotlights that fund. An offer-
ing was taken, and the proceeds were designated for YSF. 
 Anna Keneda shared her experiences at a conference called “Healthy Attitudes, Healthy 
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Youth - 40 Developmental Assets.”  Georgia Minter shared her thoughts about the 40 Assets 
program. 
 Sarah Nichols told about a competition between the districts’ youth to collect toys and 
necessities for children living with HIV/AIDS. The winning district was Ardmore, and youth 
from that district will be served ice cream sundaes by Nichols. 
 Nichols made a motion to amend The Constitution of the Oklahoma Conference Council 
on Youth Ministry.  Article III Section VI should read as follows:

Jurisdictional Youth Team - The responsibilities of the two Jurisdictional 
Youth Team (JYT) representatives shall be as follows:

• Each representative serves a two-year term elected on 
alternating years.

• Attend all Jurisdictional Youth Team meetings.
• Attend jurisdictional camp (JYMO) each year while serving as 

the JYT representatives.
• Be familiar with and adhere to The South Central Jurisdiction 

of the United Methodist Church Jurisdictional Youth Ministry 
Organization (JYMO) constitution and by-laws

• Attend all CCYM meetings and relay all JYT issues and 
information to the CCYM.

• Be in close contact with the director of Local Church Youth 
Ministries

• Active member in your local church and youth group
 The motion was approved.
 A summary motion was presented to adopt the entire constitution as amended.  The motion 
was approved. (See Section I - Resolutions.)
 Liz Tate presented the revised Constitution of the Conference Council of Adult Workers 
with Youth (CCAWY).  A motion to amend item #14 as printed was read. Liz moved that the 
constitution be approved as amended. The motion was approved. (See Section I, Resolutions.)  
 Diana Northcutt announced that she has been to three districts to lead 40 Assets Training 
and is available to the other nine districts for training.  Northcutt presented a book to Nichols in 
honor of her service as CCYM Youth co-chairperson. 
  
 Bishop Hayes recognized and introduced the administrative assistants from the District 
Offi ces and the Bishop’s Offi ce.  

 Special Speaker - Bishop Hayes introduced Randy Day, general secretary of the General 
Board of Global Ministries.  Day brought greetings from the General Board of Global Minis-
tries.  He reported on the depth of the commitment of Oklahoma Conference to missions.  He 
expressed thanks for assistance to the missionaries supported by the Oklahoma Conference.  He 
also thanked the conference for its strong commitment to UMCOR and VIM.   
 Day spoke of the goals of the New Mission Initiative and the challenges ahead in the focus 
areas of congregational development and health.  

 Circle of Care - Harold Wright introduced foster parents from Child S.H.A.R.E., who told 
of their experiences with the children and the blessings those children have brought. Julie LaPat 
stressed the need for more foster parents and adoptive families. David Roman also spoke about 
the Child S.H.A.R.E. program and his family’s experience as foster parents. He thanked the 
Conference and Circle of Care for supporting this vital program.  
 Wright introduced Jose Valencia, who spoke of his involvement in a gang, and how going 
to UM Boy’s Ranch at Gore turned him around and brought Jesus Christ into his life. Valencia 
is now part of the Independent Living program at the Children’s Home in Tahlequah and is 
enrolled at Northeastern State University.  
 
 Volunteers In Mission - A video about the VIM experience was shown.  Tish Malloy 
presented the report and spoke of the accomplishments of VIM since it became an extension 
ministry 15 years ago.  Malloy announced that the conference donated 3,355 health kits, 797 
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school kits, 130 fl ood buckets and many bulk items, worth $62,072, and more than $11,276 in 
cash to aid victims of the December 2004 tsunami in the Indian Ocean.  
 Jeremy Bassett acknowledged the VIM staff members and expressed his appreciation for 
their work and commitment.  He introduced Marsha Alexander from Hands Together Mexico 
(HTM) in Rio Bravo, Mexico.  She thanked the conference for their volunteers and support.  
 VIM of Oklahoma Annual Conference, in partnership with the Oklahoma Indian Mission-
ary Conference, recognized the efforts of Ira Hart and presented him with the fi rst Warm Hart 
Award.  
 The second Warm Hart Award was presented to Sally Jane Felton.  
 VIM, along with Mary Gaudreau, director of Care Ministries, United Methodist Disaster 
Response, presented the Young Humanitarian Award to Stan Harris and the third Warm Hart 
Award.
 Malloy introduced Florence Mubichi from Kenya, Africa, a graduate of OCU.  Mubichi 
brought greetings from the United Methodist Church in Kenya.  She now heads the nursing 
program at the Methodist Church in Kenya. 
 VIM teams will begin ministry in Mongolia and Australia in 2006.  Five focus areas will 
be:  Russia, Ghana, Honduras, Brazil and Mongolia.
 
 Dedication of VIM Team to Sager Brown - The VIM team from Lost Creek UMC, 
Stillwater District, was dedicated and immediately left for Baldwin City, La., to deliver the kits 
donated during the conference to the UMCOR Sager Brown distribution center.

Session - 2:00 p.m.

 Introduction: Active, Reserve Chaplains under appointment - Bishop Hayes recog-
nized Chaplains Lowrie Welton, Donald Simpson, Marcus E. Lawrence, James L. Parrish, Sam 
Tucker, Martin Barnes, Mike Hardgrove and LaVerne Short of Oklahoma Conference, who 
introduced themselves and spoke of their appointments.  Bishop Hayes led a prayer for the men 
and women serving in the U.S. military. 
 Conference Secretary Charles Rettig presented voting ballots for the proposed amendments 
to the Constitution of the United Methodist Church.  
  
 Circle of Care - (continued) Harold Wright recognized the members of the board of direc-
tors. Wright also announced that the total apportionment for Circle of Care was paid by more 
than 100% this year.  He presented a plaque to David Severe for his service on the board.  He 
also presented a plaque to Ray Crawford.  He acknowledged the work of Tom Campbell, for-
mer president and CEO.  Wright introduced and welcomed the new president and CEO, Don 
Batson.  
 Batson thanked the Conference for its support. 
 Wright asked that the Conference members keep Circle of Care in their hearts by choosing 
an ambassador from each church, by continuing to pay apportionments, by becoming members 
of CoC’s sustaining drive, by helping sponsor children, and by supporting UMW and UMM. 
 Batson presented Wright with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

 Campus Ministries -  Sigrid Krause and Rockford Johnson presented the report.  Col-
lege students Lois-Marie Lyons, Jacki Banks, Chris Symes and Allissun Allee spoke of their 
experiences with the Wesley Foundations and voiced their appreciation for campus ministers at 
Oklahoma colleges and universities. 
 Michael Bartley spoke of the challenges and temptations that college students face.  He also 
spoke about the work being done on college campuses through campus ministries.  The campus 
ministers serving across the Conference introduced themselves.  Bartley presented Bishop and 
Mrs. Hayes with shirts from Campus Ministries.  
  

DEPARTMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 Congregational Development - Larry Wilson recognized the Congregational Develop-
ment teams.  David Burris presented the report. 
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 Hispanic Ministries - Michael Burkett spoke of the programs being developed through 
Hispanic Ministries.  Burkett asked the officers of the Hispanic Ministries Committee -- Tino 
Espinoza, Carlos Ramirez, Perla Martinez-Goody, Eric Puente, Jaime Espanola and Eleazar 
Guillen -- to speak about their ministry.  Daniel Llanos presented Burkett with a Certificate of 
Recognition for his work, support and friendship.  

 Black Church Commission - Wannie Scott announced that the group’s retreat this sum-
mer will be held in August at Camp Canyon. She introduced Ernestine Craig, the oldest member 
of Paul’s Chapel UMC, Hugo.  Craig recited several poems to the conference.     

Session - 4:10 p.m.

 Bishop Hayes reported he was pleased to announce that the offering taken for the Youth 
Service Fund raised $2,714.  

 Small Membership Church - Jim Hollifield gave the report.  He presented awards to the 
churches that reported 100% attendance in Sunday school.  
 
 Racial Ethnic Coordinating Committee - Ernest Jackson Jr. presented the report of the 
Racial Ethnic Coordinating Committee.

 Visionaries - David Severe announced the Web address link2lead.com for demographic 
information on the communities surrounding our local churches. 
 Larry Wilson presented Severe with a plaque honoring him for his years of service, from 
the Department of Congregational Development.

 United Methodist Seminaries - Gary McDonald, representing the 13 United Methodist 
Schools of Theology, brought greetings to the conference and presented the report. 

 Archives and History - Joy Ansley shared her joy of having the newly expanded facility 
on the OCU campus.  She recognized the work of Archivist Christina Wolf. Ansley announced 
the celebration of the dedication of the first United Methodist Historic Site, at Epworth UMC, 
Oklahoma City.  

 Publishing House Presentation - Aaron Tiger spoke about Cokesbury’s mission of pro-
viding resources and service for the Christian journey. Tiger presented a check to the Confer-
ence in the amount of $12,325.59, on behalf of Cokesbury and the Publishing House.  
 
 Awards - (COSROW Scholarships, Young Humanitarian, Rural Fellowship, Lamplight-
er, Asbury)
 Michelle Place and Janet Boone awarded COSROW Scholarships to Lisa Ann Dillinger, 
University Church-Tulsa; Jennifer Pasco, Wagoner; and Peggy Risenhoover, Leland Clegg-
OKC.  
   
 Rural Fellowship - A Citation of Merit Award was presented to Carl Young.  Outstanding 
Rural Church Awards were presented to Allen UMC, with 1-40 members; to Forgan, with 41-
100 members; and to First UMC-Davis, with 101-150 members.  

 How are we doing? COSROW update - Glenda Skinner-Noble reported that, in our wor-
ship services Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning, there were three women and six men 
participating as leaders.  In our business sessions, we had 35 women and 43 men leading.  We 
had some ethnic diversity.  In leadership by age category, we had 51 young and middle-age 
adults and 27 older adults.  Our only area of “needs to improve” is in the area of ethnic diversity, 
she reported.

Commissioning and Ordination Service - 7:00 p.m.
 Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. delivered a sermon titled “No Deposit–No Return!”  After-
ward, a reception was held in the Christian Life Center, St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 
honoring Confirmands, Ordinands and their families. 
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FIFTH DAY - THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2005

Communion Service - W. Angie Smith Chapel - 7:00 a.m.

Morning Devotions - 8:00 a.m.
 Homily delivered by Charles Gilbert: “Welcome to the Banquet.” Special music was 
provided by Tim Phillips and Michael Berry. 

  Journal Report - Pam Shirk made a motion to adopt Wednesday’s minutes as amended.  
The motion was approved.  Shirk then moved that the secretary and his staff have the authority 
to read, correct and approve Thursday’s session minutes.  The motion was approved. 

 Phillips Seminary - John Imbler brought greetings from students, staff, trustees and Presi-
dent Tabbernae of Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa.  He recognized all alumni pres-
ent, including Anita Phillips, who received the Outstanding Alumna Award.  He recognized 
all students currently enrolled in the seminary.  Imbler thanked the Conference for its support 
in ministry.  John also announced recent faculty hirings at PTS.  They include: Nancy Claire 
Pittman as Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program;  W. Anne Joh as Assistant Professor of 
Theology; and Gary Peluso-Verdend as Associate Professor of Practical Theology.  

 Black College Fund - Milse Furtado, from Rio de Brazil, brought greetings from the 
United Methodist Black Colleges.  Furtado spoke of her desire to attend college and described 
difficulties getting accepted into a private college.  She spoke of the blessings she receives from 
Rust College.  She reminded the Conference of the need for continued financial support of the 
Black College Fund.   

 Disaster Response Team - Mary Gaudreau reported that, for the first time since weather 
records have been kept, Oklahoma didn’t have any tornadoes during the month of May.  Gaud-
reau spoke of her joy and pride in working with Disaster Response.  Some of the work of 
UMCOR was illustrated in a slide show.  She introduced our Conference Disaster Response 
coordinator, Chris Bills.  Bills introduced a video spotlighting the UMCOR response to disas-
ters, the various needs UMCOR meets, and the services the worldwide organization provides.  
Bills recognized the team members and their efforts and presented Bishop Hayes with a Disaster 
Response T-shirt. 

 Camps - Ed Coy Light brought greetings from the Conference’s three campgrounds.  He 
introduced Director Randy McGuire, who presented the Camps report and noted that more than 
80% of our ministries utilize the camp facilities. He said 23,800 campers attended UM camps in 
2004.  McGuire introduced Sarah Nichols, who spoke of her learning experiences from attend-
ing camp and of the close friendships made there.  McGuire thanked his staff members for their 
wonderful work, with a special thanks to David Severe for his support over the years. Bishop 
Hayes and his family were presented Camps T-shirts. 
 Coy Light spoke of enhancements made to camp facilities over the years and of future 
expansion plans.  He thanked the staff for its work and the Conference for its support. 
 

 Treasurer’s Report - Jo Ann McNaught presented the report and introduced the treasur-
er’s staff.   McNaught reported that, in the first four months of the year, our Conference sent 
more than $433,000 to UMCOR, comparing that to the same time span last year, when we gave 
just slightly more than $11,000.  

 Nominations - Darrell Cates submitted the report “as is” and recommended that the 2005 
Journal reflect any additions and corrections.  The motion was approved.  

 Environmental Coalition Report - Denny Hook expressed his pride in the Conference for 
its support of wind power.  He spoke of the continued work on the Tar Creek Superfund Site.  
He also encouraged young families to be aware of environmental issues.  
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 Council on Finance and Administration - Chuck Dollarhide presented the report and 
stressed the importance of paying apportionments to support the ministries of the Conference.  
He submitted corrections to the budget. He recommended the budget be adopted as amended.  
The motion was approved.  
 Dollarhide recommended the guidelines of the report be adopted as amended.  The motion 
was approved.  

 Department of Communications - Howard Kuchta announced that the sermons from the 
conference have been recorded and will be available.  He announced that Boyce Bowdon will 
be continue to serve as director of communications until September, at which time Joseph Har-
ris will take over as director and assistant to the bishop.  Kuchta introduced Harris, who thanked 
the Conference for the opportunity to serve in this capacity.  
 Kuchta reported on the launching of the new conference Web site www.okumc.org and the 
ability of churches to access their own information.  The administrative assistants in the district 
offices have been trained on how to update the information and are available for help.  A video 
was shown about the features of the new Web site.  
 Kuchta introduced Boyce Bowdon and also Amelia Tucker-Shaw, who came from United 
Methodist Communications in Nashville, Tenn., to celebrate Bowdon’s service upon his retire-
ment.  She proudly presented Bowdon with a token of congratulations, a plaque from UM-
COM.  
 Kuchta, along with John Crooch and Tom McDaniel, announced the establishment of the 
Boyce A. Bowdon Communications Scholarship. The goal for the endowment is $50,000.  
 Bowdon expressed his joy at being honored with the scholarship fund.  He also thanked 
his wife, Arlene, his partner in marriage, ministry and life for 42 years.  He expressed his deep 
gratitude to the Conference.  

 Equitable Compensation - Alan McIntyre presented the report of the Commission on 
Equitable Compensation.  He submitted the report to be adopted as amended.  The motion was 
approved. 
 
 Episcopacy Committee - Diana Cox Crawford expressed the gratitude of the Oklahoma 
Annual Conference in receiving Bishop Hayes as its new episcopal leader.  She thanked Bishop 
Hayes “for leading us and letting us laugh.”  She also expressed her joy in having Mrs. Dee 
Hayes in our Conference and presented Mrs. Hayes with a basket of petunias, saying they 
reminded her of Mrs. Hayes’ vibrancy and sweet spirit.  She thanked Bishop Hayes for the art-
work he provided for the conference bulletins and presented him with a plaque commemorating 
the artwork.   
 Bishop Hayes expressed his delight in being the bishop of the Conference.  He said he will 
be giving 110% and expects 110% from the Conference as well. 
  
  Report on Constitutional Questions - Charles Rettig thanked the tellers for their help dis-
tributing materials and keeping order.  He presented the proposed Constitutional amendments 
and reported on the results of the voting during the conference. 

Amendment #1 Yes   534    No     7
Amendment #2 Yes   518     No  23 
Amendment #3 Yes   533    No    8
Amendment #4 Yes   520    No   21
Amendment #5 Yes   528    No    13
Amendment #6 Yes   532    No  9
Amendment #7 Yes   528 No 13
Amendment #8 Yes   511    No  30

 Statisticians Report - Ken Smith presented the report, noting he was pleased to announce 
the Conference increase of 5% in average Sunday School attendance, worship attendance and 
professions of faith. 
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 Recognition of Awards - Bishop Hayes presented the Bishop’s Award of Excellence to 
Boy Scout Troop No. 88, from Claremore UMC. Rockford Johnson presented the Frances As-
bury Award to Sigrid Krause of Tonkawa. Rockford also presented the Oklahoma Merit Schol-
arship to Rachel Williams of Beggs and the Oklahoma Standing Committee on Campus Minis-
try Scholarship to Kiley McVay of Beaver.   
 Phil Jones presented the Lamplighter Award to these churches:  Ada, First; Ponca City, Al-
bright; Beaver; Tulsa, Blackburn; Capron; Centenary; Cleveland; Elgin, First; Highland Park, 
Stillwater; Konawa, First; Lakeside; Lawton First; Lawton Heights; Lindsey; Mannford; Oke-
mah; Paul’s Chapel; Pawhuska; Pawnee; Piedmont; Putnam City; Sheridan Avenue, Tulsa; Still-
water, First; Stratford, First; University, Tulsa; Weatherford, First; Wesley, Duncan; and Yale.
 Bruce Brotherton presented the Heartland Network Founding Purpose Award to Lindsey 
UMC.   
 Bishop Hayes expressed his appreciation to OCU and to Bob Long and the staff at St. 
Luke’s UMC in Oklahoma for co-hosting the conference.  He recognized Frankye Johnson for 
the wonderful opening worship service.  He expressed his thanks to Kathy Leithner and the 
team who produced the worship booklet for the conference. 

 Motion to receive printed reports - Chuck Rettig thanked the teller team and recording 
secretaries for their work. Rettig thanked Jan Polson for her dedicated work behind the scenes. 
He then moved to receive the printed reports.  The motion was approved.  

 Rettig introduced Rev. Tom Albin, dean of the Upper Room, who made a special presenta-
tion to Bishop Hayes.  

 Courtesies and Resolutions Committee - Art Radabaugh presented the report. (See Sec-
tion H - Reports.)  He thanked the bishop for bringing worship and praise into the conference. 

 Invitation to Annual Conference site, 2006 - M. Mouzon Biggs Jr., senior pastor of Bos-
ton Avenue UMC in Tulsa, offered to host the Annual Conference session in 2006.  The motion 
was approved.
 Bishop Hayes ended the business session at 11:25 a.m. 

Service of Sending Forth - 11:45 a.m.
 David Severe delivered the sermon, titled “Go Be God’s Exclamation Mark!”

 Reading of the Appointments - Bishop Hayes announced the administrative appoint-
ments: B. Craig Stinson as executive director, Annual Conference Council; and Joseph L. Har-
ris as director of communications and assistant to the bishop.  Bishop Hayes announced Cabinet 
appointments.
 Robert E. Rose Jr., read the appointments for the Ardmore District.  Maurice K. Major read 
the appointments for the Bartlesville District. Charles L. Nordean read the appointments for the 
Clinton District.  Philip A. Ware read the appointments for the Enid District.  Kathleen J. Leith-
ner read the appointments for the Lawton District.  Sanford W. Wylie Jr. read the appointments 
for the McAlester District.  Kenneth B. Pate read the appointments for the Muskogee District.  
Daniel Wayne Pulver read the appointments for the North OKC District.  Cabinet President 
James P. Gragg read the appointments for the South OKC District. Bertha Marie Potts read the 
appointments for the Stillwater District.  Michael D. Chaffin read the appointments for the Tulsa 
District. Cabinet Secretary Darrell L. Cates read the appointments for the Woodward District. 
 Bishop Hayes led a Prayer of Dedication for the appointments.  He then led a prayer for the 
ministerial members of the Annual Conference, and a prayer for the lay members was lifted up 
to God.  

 Robert Rose lifted up prayers for Bishop Hayes and the members of the Oklahoma Indian 
Mission Conference as they gather in that annual conference next week.  

 Benediction - Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. gave the benediction. 

 The conference was adjourned.  
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CERTIFICATION OF ORDINATION

 This is to certify that at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on the fi rst day of June, 2005, I com-
missioned, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church, the 
following Deacons:  Sharon Elizabeth Brooks Capron, Philip Andrew Greenwald, Erma Pregler.  

 This is to certify that at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on the fi rst day of June, 2005, I com-
missioned, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church, the 
following Elders:  Trina Ann Bose North, Michelle Denise Coulter, William Christopher Dodson, 
Connie Jean Gibson, Cynthia L. Havlik, Matthew Blake Judkins, Kyle Winfi eld Kiner, Kirtley E. 
Moelling, Diana J. Pruitt, Tae Won Son, Kevin M. Watson, Lisa Dawn Wiens.  

 This is to certify that at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on the fi rst day of June, 2005, I recognized 
Stacy Lee Miller and Eric J. Snyder as Probationary Elders of The United Methodist Church. 
 
 This is to certify that at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on the fi rst day of June, 2005, I recognized 
Joel Thomas Betow, Ruth Ann Tipps and Eugene L. Van Alstyne as Elders in Full Connection of 
The United Methodist Church. 

 On the fi rst day of June, 2005, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, the following Deacons: Margery Van Oostrum, Jack Terrell-Wilkes. 

 On the fi rst day of June, 2005, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of 
the United Methodist Church, the following Elders:  Martin Shawn Barnes, William Allen Buck, 
Jr., Edward D. Dexter, Sherry Irene Heath, James W. Jones, Cynthia L. Mayes, Darin L. McCarty, 
Patrick David McPherson, Charles E. Neff, William Doyle Sharp, Robyn Amber Thompson-Goggs, 
Richard Leroy Trobaugh. 

   

A Bishop of The United Methodist Church

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION

 The foregoing proceedings, with reports herein published, were adopted by the Oklahoma Con-
ference of The United Methodist Church at its thirty-eighth Annual Session, held at Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, May 29 - June 2, 2005, as the offi cial record, and we hereby certify that they are correct.
              

A Bishop of The United Methodist Church

 
Secretary of the Annual Conference


