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DAILY PROCEEDINGS
The Forty-Fifth Session of

The Oklahoma Annual Conference
of The United Methodist Church

May 27–30, 2012

 FIRST DAY - SUNDAY, MAY 27
Executive Sessions

 Lay members met in the Boston Avenue UMC sanctuary in Tulsa at 3:30 p.m., while clergy 
members met in the First UMC Sanctuary at 4 p.m. The report of the Board of Ordained Ministry 
was presented and approved at the clergy session. (See Section F – The Business of the Annual 
Conference.) 

Memorial Service and Holy Communion – 7:00 p.m.
 Under the leadership of Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr., the 2012 Oklahoma Annual Conference 
began with the Memorial Service and Holy Communion in the sanctuary of Boston Avenue UMC. 
The pre-worship “Big Sing” was led by John Bell of the Church of Scotland. Mouzon Biggs was 
preacher for the service. Afterward, a reception honoring Mouzon and Gayle Biggs and families of 
the deceased was held in Jubilee Hall. (See Section J – Memoirs.)
 

SECOND DAY - MONDAY, MAY 28
General Session – 8:30 a.m.

	 Bishop	Hayes	officially	opened	the	business	meeting	in	the	Sanctuary	of	Boston	Avenue	
UMC. 

 Episcopal Address – Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. (See Episcopal Address in Section H – 
Reports.) 
 
 Laity Address – Judy Benson, Conference lay leader. Benson spoke of many fruitful 
congregations	making	a	difference	for	Jesus	Christ	throughout	our	state.	Benson	told	of	the	benefits	
of supporting ministry partnerships, particularly clergy-lay ministry partnerships. She urged 
delegates to be leaders who make things happen. 
 Conference Associate Lay Leaders Herschel Beard and Chuck Stewart presented Benson with 
a Cross & Flame statue for her eight years of service as conference lay leader. They announced the 
creation of The Judy Benson Scholarship for Leadership and Spiritual Formation in her honor. 

 Report on Vital Congregations – Craig Stinson. The mission of the Strategic Plan is to 
take ordinary people and make them world-changing disciples of Jesus Christ. Stinson reported 
significant	progress	in	all	three	areas	of	the	plan:	Growing	Fruitful	Congregations,	Raising	Up	New	
Spiritual Leaders, and Making Missional Connections.   
 Organization of the Annual Conference – Joseph Harris was nominated and elected as 
conference secretary. Brian Bakeman was nominated and elected as conference treasurer and 
conference statistician. 
 Conference Secretary Harris made the following motions, and they were adopted.
	 1.	The	printed	program	shall	be	the	official	program	of	the	2012	session	of	The	Oklahoma	
Annual Conference, subject to necessary additions and adjustments.
 2. The minutes of the daily sessions, as prepared by the secretarial staff and reviewed by 
the	Oklahoma	Conference	Department	of	Communications,	shall	be	the	official	record	of	the	
conference.
	 3.	The	bar	of	the	conference	for	voting,	debate,	discussion,	and	other	official	business	of	the	
annual	conference	session	shall	be	restricted	to	the	main	floor	of	the	sanctuary,	without	any	seating	
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division between laity and clergy. 
 4. All material included in the packets, and materials so related and distributed at registration, 
shall be considered in the hands of the conference members at the opening session so that action 
concerning them may be taken after 24 hours have passed in any cases where such time interval is 
required. 
     5. The following persons shall be elected as assistant secretaries: Claudean Harrison, Jeremy 
Jones, Kyle Kiner, Sheri Lashley, Stephen Lashley, Jan Polson, Marsha Purtell, and Valerie Steele. 
 6. The conference shall be organized under the Rules of the 2011 Conference Journal.   

 Annual Conference Council – Donna Heldermon, Myrtle Clingenpeel, Sam Powers. (See 
Section H – Reports.) Clingenpeel spoke of the continuing work with the Ministry Audit Teams. 
Powers told of the new areas of ministry, including the Academy of Part Time Local Pastors and the 
Office	of	Missions.	He	announced	that	Saint	Paul	School	of	Theology	at	Oklahoma	City	University	
will become an Apportionment line item instead of a special assessment, to assure accountability. 
Heldermon submitted the report for approval. It was approved.
 Woodward District Lay Leader Mark Gray was Bishop Hayes’ assistant for the morning 
session. 
 
 Teaching Time – Bob L. Blackburn, executive director of the Oklahoma Historical Society. 
Blackburn	said	the	Methodist	ethos	has	influenced	his	family	for	generations.	A	relative	was	one	of	
the	first	circuit-riders.	Growing	up,	he	learned	the	values	we	should	all	live	by.	He	also	learned	the	
cost of not living by those values: hate, fear, and exploitation. 

General Session – 2 p.m.

 Conference Associate Lay Leader Chuck Stewart was Bishop Hayes’ assistant for the 
beginning of this session.

 Mission and Service Ministry Team – Tom Hoffmann. (See Section H – Reports.) The 
Woodworth Estate Committee has distributed hundreds of thousands of dollars this year, thanks 
to the donations of the Woodworth family years ago. Their generosity is still affecting lives and 
ministries in our conference today. 
	 Hoffman	announced	Jeremy	Basset’s	new	role	as	director	of	the	new	Office	of	Mission.	A	
detailed plan will be presented at the next Annual Conference. Goals include working to better 
connect mission to advocacy to empower local churches to help those in need in their communities, 
being	more	intentional	in	finding	new	ways	for	young	adults	to	be	involved	in	missions,	and	
learning better ways to align the Christian vocation with professional vocations. 
 Carlos Ramirez will be the new conference coordinator of Hispanic/Latino Ministry, to help 
develop ethnic ministries across the conference.  
 
 Volunteers In Mission – Jeremy Basset. (See Section H – Reports.) VIM ministry continues 
to thrive through Disaster Response work, by developing curriculum to train youth pastors and 
Wesley Foundation staff, and from the appointment of David Stephenson as our Bolivian mission 
interpreter and liaison. 
	 Richard	Norman	told	of	the	realities	and	challenges	that	arise	after	an	initial	disaster,	when	
people want to help but can do more harm by not knowing the real needs of the victims at that time. 
Much planning has been done to maximize effectiveness in the appropriate places. 
 Basset spoke of the fourfold focus for disaster response: preparation, response, recovery, and 
mitigation. People are needed who can respond immediately to a disaster. People who want to help 
but who are not immediately available can direct contributions through their local churches.
 Stephenson invited Oklahoma United Methodist congregations to develop partnerships with 
our Methodist counterparts in Bolivia.
 Basset spoke of another ministry in the Holy Land, and introduced GBGM missionary Kristen 
Brown who shared the emotional, moving experience of visiting Palestine and Israel and meeting 
Christians	whose	ancestors	were	the	first	followers	of	Christ.	Brown	invited	conference	members	
to make a life-changing mission trip, to walk where Jesus walked and meet the people of Palestine 
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and Israel. 
 Basset presented the VIM report for adoption. It was adopted.
 
 Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries – Stan Basler and friends. (See Section H – Reports.) 
Basler presented a video showing the programs and services available at Exodus House, 
Redemption	Churches,	and	New	Day	Camp.		
 Many participants spoke about the positive changes that have taken place in their lives through 
the CJAMM programs, by learning about Jesus’ love. They expressed their thanks to the Oklahoma 
Conference for the support. 
 Basler presented Steve Byrd with a plaque in appreciation of 20 years of service to CJAMM 
programs.
 Basler read a document from the Board of Directors, asking the Governance Committee to 
review the current corporate structure and related operations of the agency. They were asked to 
make recommendations for any necessary revisions to ensure the continued successful mission 
of CJAMM. They observed that the present structure is outdated and recommended the bylaws 
be revised to be consistent with present and future needs of its operation. The Board of Directors 
unanimously accepted the recommendations. Revisions can only be made through complete 
consultation	and	ratification	or	approval	by	the	Annual	Conference.	The	Board	seeks	to	inform	the	
conference of its intentions and seeks the conference’s understanding and prayers. This document 
was submitted by Richard Wansley, chairperson of the Governance Committee.

 Addiction Ministries – Annette Harper and friends. (See Section H – Reports.) Addiction 
Ministries is celebrating 30 years of ministry in the conference. Harper introduced Jack Turner, who 
spoke of dealing with his wife, who was addicted to alcohol. Turner spoke of his frustration after 
not receiving useful help from his minister. After receiving help through Alcoholics Anonymous, 
his wife was able to maintain sobriety. Turner then talked with his new minister about the great 
need for helping people dealing with addictions. This started conversation about creating programs 
for that purpose. The Board of Church & Society donated money to the conference to train 
ministers in: the disease concept of chemical dependency, its recognition, and techniques and 
programs for intervention. The Addiction Ministry’s Summer School on Chemical Dependency 
now educates Oklahomans as well as concerned people from other states and countries.

 Cookson Hills Center – Meri Whitaker. (See Section H – Reports.) Meri Whitaker presented 
the bishop with a jar for coins to “Make Change.” Oklahoma leads the nation in number of hungry 
people. In Cherokee, Adair, and Sequoyah counties, where Cookson Hills Center serves, 38 percent 
of children go to be hungry — some every night. 
 Whitaker thanked the conference for all the prayers and support over the years and asked for 
continued	prayers	and	financial	support	to	feed	God’s	sheep.
 
 All-Star Awards – Karen Distefano presented awards to more than 30 churches. One of the 
criteria to receive a star is to promote the Six Special Sundays, and another is Missionary Support. 
Rachel Barnett from GBGM announced that the Oklahoma Conference has the highest church 
participation in designated giving. Eighty-four percent of Oklahoma churches gave to the UM 
Advance in 2011; other conferences average 50 percent. 

 Lawton District Associate Lay Leader Dana McIlhaney was Bishop Hayes’ assistant after the 
break. 

  Restore Hope Ministries – Jeff Jaynes. (See Section H – Reports.) Jaynes gave thanks to the 
conference for helping repair the agency’s roof that was damaged after a snowstorm last winter. 
Jaynes spoke of the families who avoid becoming homeless with help from Restore Hope. Please 
continue to restore hope to your neighbors in need, he urged.

 Church and Society – Kirt Moelling. (See Section H – Reports.) Adam Shahan spoke of 
educating laity and clergy about the Social Principles, through the Re-Ignite Workshops. 
 Environmental Coalition Chairperson Mark Davies reported on the value of the coalition in 
caring for creation. But we have not done enough, Davies said. For the sake of our children, may 
we	find	the	wisdom	and	courage	to	create	a	more	sustainable	world.
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 Moelling announced there will be a Social Justice Retreat at Canyon Camp on April 19-20, 
2013.
 
  Lydia Patterson Institute – Socorro de Anda, David Burris. (See Section H – Reports.) 
 President de Anda is grateful for the support from our conference. LPI has been serving 
underprivileged young people for more than 100 years. De Anda reported that scholarships valued 
at $1.4 million were awarded to this year’s class of 51 seniors, who are on their way to college.

	 Retirement	and	Nursing	Home	Association	–	Steve	Dickey.	(See	Section	H	–	Reports.)	Dickey,	
of Oklahoma Methodist Manor in Tulsa, and John Harned, of Epworth Villa in Oklahoma City, 
represented the retirement and nursing homes in Oklahoma. Dickey thanked the conference for the 
Senior Living Ministry offering and shared a video highlighting the services provided for residents. 
 Crestwood expansion will open this June at Oklahoma Methodist Manor. Epworth Villa is 
taking on a remodeling and expansion in OKC, and the Ranch will be opening in Stillwater in the 
future. 
 
 Oklahoma City University – Jennifer Long, Robert Henry. (See Section H – Reports.) Long 
thanked the conference for the generous support to OCU. This year Wimberly School of Religion 
celebrated its 30-year anniversary. In 2011 United Methodist students received more than $5.6 
million in scholarships. 
 President Henry values the relationship with the conference and Bishop and Mrs. Hayes. 
Henry presented Dee Hayes with her diploma, since she had been unable to attend the May 
commencement ceremony. 
 Henry said OCU freshman enrollment is up 17 percent, freshman retention is up 7 percent, 
and more than 47 percent of faculty and staff are generously supporting the campus development 
campaign. Meinders School of Business has established a new master’s program in energy. The 
Kramer	School	of	Nursing	enrolled	494	students	in	Spring	2012	and	is	expecting	a	100	percent	
increase in enrollment for next year’s class. 
	 The	newly	remodeled	fifth	floor	of	the	Dulaney-Browne	Library	includes	collections	of	Native	
American memorabilia and major Methodist memorabilia. 
 With 2011-12 championships in wrestling, women’s basketball and cheerleading, and men’s 
golf, OCU now holds 46 national athletic championships. 
 
 Heritage vignette video – A video was shown highlighting important moments in the 
conference’s past: the 1939 merger of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Protestant 
Church, forming the Methodist Church, and the 1968 merger of the Methodist Church and the 
Evangelical United Brethren church to form The United Methodist Church.

 Wellness Committee – Jim Jones lifted up awareness about wellness at Annual Conference by 
giving away T-shirts and promoting the blood drive and Wellness Screening. 

Service of Retirement and Commissioning – 7 p.m.
 The pre-worship concert was performed by the Broken Arrow UMC Choir. Mouzon Biggs 
was preacher for the service, followed by a reception honoring those newly retired and newly 
commissioned.  

  THIRD DAY - TUESDAY, MAY 29

 Bishop Hayes started the session with prayer for those in our conference experiencing illness, 
death, and struggles in their daily lives. 
 The bishop introduced Kirsten Schiska from Fairview as his assistant for the session. 

 Introduction of legislation not in packet - Craig Stinson. Standing Rules report was distributed 
to	the	floor	of	the	conference.	

 Discipleship Ministry Team – Greg Tener, James Graham. (See Section H – Reports.) Tener 
described the ministries for which DMT is responsible. Graham spoke of working on and trying 
to hold down budgets. Bob Pierson spoke of working through the evangelism task force to make 
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disciples of Jesus Christ. One program that group is developing is “Home for Christmas.” Training 
will be available in Tulsa and OKC this June. Bishop Hayes encouraged churches to get involved in 
this program.
 Mark McAdow introduced Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipients: laywoman Pat 
Chambers of Claremore First UMC, and Mark Foster, pastor of Edmond Acts 2 UMC. 
	 Tener	introduced	CREDO,	a	new	curriculum	for	churches	with	confirmation	classes	of	five	
people or fewer. It is available through Cokesbury.
 
 Camp and Retreat Ministries video. (See Section H – Reports.) This year Camps experienced 
frozen	pipes,	flooding,	and	drought	that	caused	many	cancellations,	revenue	losses,	and	increased	
funding for repairs. Oklahoma United Methodists came through to help, volunteering their time and 
making monetary contributions for repairs and building new cabins and facilities.
 Plaques were presented to Kathy Coit for her service and to Ed Coy Light for his service and 
leadership. 

 Academy for Spiritual Formation video. (See Section H – Reports.) The 5-Day Academy for 
Spiritual	Formation	will	be	held	Nov.	5-10,	2012.

	 Discipleship	for	Small	Membership	Churches	–	Diana	Northcutt.	(See	Section	H	–	Reports.)	
Churches are asked to join with their youth workers in a national covenant agreement. The church 
pledges	to	fulfill	this	set	of	seven	promises:	pray	and	spiritually	support	the	youth	workers;	give	them	
space	for	retreat	and	reflection;	provide	ongoing	training	and	development;	give	them	at	least	one	
full day of rest per week; share responsibility; strive to be an excellent employer; and celebrate and 
appreciate. 
 Each youth worker promises to: pray for the church, leaders, and community; make personal 
spiritual growth a priority; commit to continued learning; take one day off each week and also vacation; 
ask for help and share youth ministry; strive to be an excellent employee; and celebrate the church’s 
investment in youth ministry. 
  
 Youth Ministries – Megan Shewey. (See Section H – Reports.) Shewey reported that youth 
ministries are alive and thriving. CCYM is comprised of four ministries: Youth Service Fund, 
Missions, Communications, and CYME. A mission will be held in Tulsa this fall, and more 
opportunities will be available in the year to come.
 CCYM is asking the conference, “What does worship mean to you?”

 Young Adult Council video. (See Section H – Reports.) Adam Shahan and Andy Henson spoke 
of the needs of young adult clergy and laity in our conference. Their goal is to engage young adults 
outside the church. An executive team will be created to help the council. 
  
 Campus Ministry – Jim Hill. (See Section H – Reports.) Campus Ministries is striving to make 
more disciples and younger disciples. Hill introduced the campus ministers of the conference. There 
are a number of campus ministries in our conference that are church-based. They are sources of new 
leadership in the churches.
 A challenge faced by campus ministries is a perception among college students that campus 
ministry is “like church…boring.” Wesley Foundations have great food, open ideas, loving fellowships, 
provide opportunities to share life experiences, celebrate Jesus, and offer a home away from home for 
many college students.
 
 Rural/Small-Membership Churches video. (See Section H – Reports.) The commission provides 
resources	and	is	a	voice	for	small	and	rural	churches.	They	finished	their	fifth	ministry	season	of	Project	
Noel	in	2011,	with	70	churches	participating.	

	 Judy	Benson	 and	Chuck	Stewart	 celebrated	 the	 rich	 histories	 of	 churches	 that	 are	 officially	
closing this year. They are: Roff UMC, Ardmore District; Rocky UMC, Clinton District; Savanna 
UMC, McAlester District; Honor Heights UMC, Muskogee District; and Harvard Avenue UMC, Tulsa 
District.  
 Bishop Hayes prayed for the churches’ members and communities. 
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 Bishop Hayes presented the following resolutions for approval. (See Section I – Resolutions.) 
 Resolution for Discontinuance of the Roff UMC in Ardmore District. It was approved.
 Resolution for Discontinuance of the Rocky UMC in Clinton District. It was approved.
 Resolution for Discontinuance of the Savanna UMC in McAlester District. It was approved.
 Resolution for Discontinuance of the Honor Heights UMC in Muskogee District. It was approved.
 Resolution for Discontinuance of the Harvard Avenue UMC in Tulsa District. It was approved.
 
 Department of Congregational Development – Chris Tiger, Craig Stinson. (See Section H – 
Reports.)	Stinson	spoke	of	the	Native	Methodist	churches	that	gave	birth	to	new-church	starts	that	
became	the	Oklahoma	Conference.	We	need	to	find	ways	to	make	disciples	where	the	people	are.
 Our four newest churches report 442 professions of faith. We are reaching new disciples 
through CrossTimbers UMC, Edmond Chinese International UMC, Connect UMC, and Summit 
UMC. 
 The conference has invested $600,000 to launch these churches. Already, contributions from 
those congregations to the Conference Apportionment have totaled more than $1 million.
 Christ UMC in Oklahoma City was restarted this year with the help of Semaj Vanzant, who 
spoke of changing its culture and challenges that congregation faces.
 Efforts to start a new church on Highway 75 South in Tulsa are coming to fruition with the 
appointment of clergywoman Heather Scherer. 
 Stinson introduced Carlos Ramirez, who has been working on a plan for Hispanic Ministries 
and	who	will	be	associate	director	of	the	Office	of	Mission.	
 The report was presented for adoption. It was approved.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Megan Shewey as his assistant.  
 
	 Pension	and	Health	Benefits – Mouzon Biggs. (See Section H – Reports.) 
 Phil Ware recommended, and the conference approved:
 1. The 2013 Past Service Annuity Rate and Funding (PSR) be set at $617.
 2. The rate for Surviving Spouses be set at 75 percent of the PSR. 
 3. Our unfunded liability for pre-1982 years of service be amortized over a nine-year period, 
with projected payout in 2021. 
 Ware recommended $50,000 per year for one year be sent from the Pension Fund Crusade to 
the Central Conference Pension Initiative. It was approved.
 Ware recommended approval of Disciplinary Question 91. It was approved.
 Biggs stressed the importance of being healthy, and reported that the conference has saved 
$1.25 million by changing to Blue Cross Blue Shield. 
	 Biggs	recommended	the	following	Health	Benefits	Plan	changes.	They	were	approved.
       - The Special Rate on the Monthly Premium Rate Schedule has increased from $34,999 or less 
to $42,999 or less, and will include all housing.
 - Effective Jan. 1, 2012, only Local Pastors who have completed Course of Study are eligible 
to	receive	retiree	health	benefits.	
 Rick Kelly presented the following recommendations. They were approved.
 -  Active participants will see a 2 percent increase in health premiums for 2013.
 -  Retirees will see a 2 percent increase in health premiums for 2013.
	 -		In-network	office	visit	co-pay	is	$30,	while	out-of-network	has	increased	to	$50.
 -  Apportionments will increase 2 percent for 2013. 
 - The total Out-of-Pocket in-network expenses for an individual has increased from $2,400 to 
$2,750. The same increase applies to all areas of out-of-pocket amounts after the deductible is met. 
	 Rick	Kelly	presented	the	Flexible	Benefit	Plan,	including	the	IRS	ruling	change.	It	was	
approved.
 Kelly presented the Health Reimbursement Arrangement (HRA). It was approved. 
 Jim Jones expressed the importance of annual health screenings. The Wellness Committee was 
created to raise awareness of health care issues. 
 
 Equitable Compensation – Bruce Brotherton. (See Section H – Reports.) Changes to the 
Schedule of Minimum Compensation were approved. 
 The Ministers Moving Expense Fund, with no changes, was presented. It was approved. 
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 The report in its entirety was presented for adoption. It was approved.  

 Carl Young, president of the national United Methodist Men Foundation, presented an award 
honoring William C. “Bill” Mason, a retired clergyman, as a fellow in the Society of John Wesley. 
 
 Gary Peluso of Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa, thanked the conference for its 
relationship and support.

 General Session – 2 p.m.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Jimmy Willis from Walters as his assistant for the session. 

 Project Transformation video. (See Section H – Reports.) In Summer 2011, a total of 451 
children attended these eight-week literacy-based day camps at locations in Bartlesville, Muskogee, 
Oklahoma City, and Tulsa. There were more than 191 volunteers, and 48 AmeriCorps staff.

 United Methodist Women video. (See Section H – Reports.) UMW is organized for mission to 
work with God, bearing the faith seed for sowing.

 United Methodist Men video. (See Section H – Reports.) UMM is working to establishing 
lines of communications between local churches, the districts, and the conference.  

 Special Appeals Offering video – Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma services 24 
counties food programs, volunteers, and donations. This organization is one of the recipients of the 
Annual Conference Offering.

 Circle of Care – Lissa Wright, Don Batson. (See Section H – Reports.) Batson told how 
Methodist Children’s Home, the predecessor of Circle of Care, was created 95 years ago. Mark 
Howard spoke of changes to the organization’s care model, thus increasing the number of children 
served and decreasing the cost. The Independent Living Program is the model for similar systems in 
Oklahoma. Three years since its inception, 100 percent of the young people assisted by the program 
graduated from high school or college. 
 Austin, a resident of Boy’s Ranch, shared his story of being raised by an abusive single mother 
and	dealing	with	resulting	anger	issues.	He	began	fighting,	abusing	drugs,	and	was	arrested.	Sent	to	
Boy’s Ranch, he found acceptance and a good family atmosphere. He reported he has been sober 
for a year and half and has renewed his relationship with God. He would like to attend Oklahoma 
City University and become a motivational speaker.
 Julie McDonald, director of Pearl’s Hope, introduced Trisha, who told of the loss of her 
daughter and boyfriend in an accident. She struggled with grief for two years, began using drugs, 
could not work, and lost her home. Her prayers for help were answered when she found Pearl’s 
Hope, she said, and she is getting her life back on track with God’s help through Pearl’s Hope. 
 Tod Bryant told about the need for foster homes in Oklahoma. Every day in county youth 
shelters, there are many neglected and abused children who need loving homes. Circle of Care has 
established an emergency foster care program, seeking short-term placement for children age 5 and 
younger. There is a great need for emergency foster parents, Bryant emphasized. Local churches 
also can provide support in several ways for these special parents. 
  
 Leadership Development Ministry Team video. (See Section H – Reports.)  
	 Quadrennial	elections	of	officers	for	conference	boards,	committees,	and	commissions	will	be	
held at St. Luke’s UMC in Oklahoma City on June 23rd. 

 Board of Laity – Judy Benson, Frank Denney, Chuck Stewart. (See Section H – Reports.) 
The Board of Laity is working to educate and engage people about the conference Strategic Plan. 
Benson recognized churches from each district that are working to grow fruitful congregations. 
 Opal Delancy spoke of her experiences with Single-Parent Family Gathering camps, which 
started in 2009. The camps brings together families who share the same structure and struggles, she 
said, and have been a blessing. Bishop Hayes signed copies of his book “Strength for the Journey” 
to give to single parents. 
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 Donna Heldermon spoke of recruiting leaders and offering leadership training events. Jennifer 
Sorrels attended Young Adult Retreat camp, for 18- to 25-year-olds, where they can explore their 
place in the world and strengthen their faith. 
 Herschel Beard spoke of ministry partnerships. Claudean Harrison is a graduate of Seminary 
Lite, an educational ministry partnership between Saint Paul School of Theology at OCU and the 
conference. 

 Stephen Lashley announced the upcoming groundbreaking service at Bridgeview UMC in 
Norman	and	presented	Bishop	Hayes	with	a	shovel,	inviting	him	to	attend	the	ceremony.	

Saint Paul School of Theology at OCU – Elaine Robinson, Myron McCoy. (See Section 
H – Reports.) Devon Krause, a Master of Divinity student, presented a video of life in seminary. 
President McCoy expressed he is grateful for Saint Paul’s partnership with the Oklahoma 
Conference. He spoke about the vision for “SPST@OCU”: Collaboration is essential, the seminary 
must go out to the churches, and educating lay and clergy leaders. 

Dean Elaine Robinson gave thanks for shared ministry with the Oklahoma Conference. 
SPST@OCU is graduating its second class in August. Among other programs are: LEAD, an 
ongoing series of workshops available for clergy in the Oklahoma Conference and OIMC; Course 
of Study; and Seminary Lite for laity. 

An endowment campaign will be launched, called “Vital Churches, Visionary Leaders.” 

Commission on Religion & Race – Glenn Harris. (See Section H – Reports.) Oklahoma 
CORR will host the third South Central Jurisdictional CORR Gathering on July 21. The event will 
focus	on	the	book	“The	New	Jim	Crow,”	by	Michelle	Alexander.	

 Bishop Hayes introduced Alex Ramsey from Claremore as his assistant for the session.  

 The Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation – Bill Junk. (See Section H – Reports.) Junk 
thanked the bishop for his support of the Foundation. 
 He introduced a video showing the incredible, important work of the Foundation that supports 
programs such as Pearl’s Hope, which was established by an estate gift managed through the 
Foundation. 
 The Jim Egan Legacy Award was presented to Paul and Ann Milburn, members of St. Paul’s 
UMC	in	Shawnee.	The	Milburns	challenged	all	United	Methodists	to	support	Neighborhood	
Services Organization’s capital campaign. 
 
 Lay Speaking Ministries – Pat Parvin. The seventh biannual conference will be held in 
October. By General Conference action, the name “Lay Speaking Ministries” will change to “Lay 
Servant Ministries,” effective Jan. 1, 2013. 
 Parvin reported 132 youths have taken the basic Lay Speaking Ministry course, and 47 have 
taken the advanced course. 
 Sharri Hiller will be the new Lay Speaking Ministries director. 

Board of Ordained Ministry – Michael Burkett. (See Section H – Reports.) Burkett celebrated 
the accomplishments of the board over the past four years. Among those, the board hired an 
assistant for ministerial services. 

There were 54 clergy commissioned and 62 ordained this quadrennium. There were 120 
people who attended Local Pastor’s Licensing School. 

The names of clergy to be commissioned at this conference as elders were read.  The names of 
clergy	approved	to	be	ordained	as	elders	or	deacons	were	read.	(See	Certification	of	Ordination.)

Brittany	Stanley	received	a	Professional	Certificate	in	Specialized	Ministry,	during	a	service	of	
recognition led by Bishop Hayes. 

 Report from General Conference – Judy Benson, Linda Harker. They introduced a video 
showing highlights of the 2012 General Conference. Oklahoma’s delegation poured over 1,200 
petitions submitted by United Methodists from around the world. Each delegate served on one of 
13 legislative committees. 
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Service of Ordination – 7 p.m.
 The pre-worship concert was performed by the Boston Avenue Sanctuary Choir. The service 
was in Boston Avenue’s sanctuary was led by Bishop Hayes. A reception was held in Jubilee Hall 
honoring	Bishop	and	Mrs.	Dee	Hayes	and	those	newly	ordained.	(See	Certification	of	Ordination.)	

FOURTH DAY - WEDNESDAY, MAY 30

General Session – 8:30 a.m.
 
 Bishop Hayes introduced Janita Graves from the Wesley Foundation at Oklahoma State 
University as his assistant for this session.

Department of Communications - Shari Goodwin, Joe Harris. (See Section H – Reports.) In a 
video, Goodwin demonstrated some of the many communication tools available in the conference. 

There have been hundreds of people watching this conference via Internet live streaming. Live 
streaming also will be available to view the South Central Jurisdictional (SCJ) Conference in July; 
with a high-speed Internet connection, you can watch the conference from wherever you are.

Harris	encouraged	participation	in	the	Stop	Hunger	Now	hands-on	mission	during	the	SCJ	
Conference. He also invited everyone to attend the consecration service in person, to celebrate the 
newly elected bishops. 

At	the	2013	Annual	Conference,	the	department	plans	to	provide	USB	flash	drives	that	contain	
the printed materials and videos of that conference, to use with computer laptops and other mobile 
devices during conference and to take home to share in local churches. 

Bishop Hayes expressed his appreciation for the vital help he receives from Harris as the 
Assistant to the Bishop.

 Committee on the Status and Role of Women video – Pam Cottrill. (See Section H – Reports.) 
COSROW recognizes women, lay and clergy, who are living out the Strategic Plan in their various 
ministries. Cottrill announced the reinstatement of the Francis E. Willard Award, and presented the 
2012 honor to Gary Holdeman. 
  
 Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference – David Wilson. Bishop Hayes expressed his 
appreciation to Wilson for his assistance with OIMC. Wilson spoke of the challenging year in our 
sister conference. One OIMC partnership effort this year, with the congregation from Kingsport, 
Tenn., brought volunteers and funds to build the new facility for Chihowa UMC in Durant. 
Another partnership opportunity is co-hosting the upcoming SCJ Conference with the Oklahoma 
Conference. 
 OIMC received about $104, 000 from the Oklahoma Conference through Apportionments in 
2011. 
 The OIMC churches are advocating for return of Bishop Hayes for another quadrennium as 
leader of the Oklahoma Area. 
 Wilson thanked the conference for prayers and support of his episcopal candidacy in the 
South Central Jurisdiction. Robert Rose requested the conference lift up prayers for Wilson in that 
journey. Bishop Hayes led the conference in a prayer of support.

Treasurer’s Report – Brian Bakeman. (See Section H – Reports.) Bakeman thanked the 
churches and individuals who are faithful with their tithes and offerings, due in part to the witness 
in ministry by our episcopal leader. 

Bakeman recommended approval of the audit. It was approved. 

 Oklahoma Conference chaplains under appointment were introduced. Bishop Hayes expressed 
his appreciation for their service and lifted them in prayer. 

 South Central Jurisdiction – David Severe. (See Section H – Reports.) The 2012 South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference will be held in July in Oklahoma City and hosted by the OIMC and the 
Oklahoma Conference. The theme for the conference is “Woven Together for Transformation.” 
 Forty-four years have passed since Oklahomans last hosted the SCJ Conference. That was in 
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1968 in Oklahoma City. Severe invited everyone to take the opportunity to attend this conference. 
 
	 Committee	on	Nominations	–	Darrell	Cates.	(See	Section	C	–	Boards,	Councils,	Commission.)	
Cates announced changes to be made to the nominations listed in the Pre-Conference Workbook. 
 Cates presented the report. It was approved. 
 Cates also presented an enabling motion for conference staff to make editorial changes regarding 
clergy appointments. It was approved. 

 Joe Harris discussed the SCJ Pool nominations process and its categories. There can be 15-45 
people nominated to serve at the jurisdictional and general church levels. Due to their election as 
General/Jurisdictional Conference delegates, 44 people are already in the pool. 
 A motion was made and seconded to limit nominations to the 44 delegates already in the pool. 
It was approved. 

Archives and History video. (See Section H – Reports.) Christina Wolf told of the many 
improvements	to	the	facility	on	the	fifth	floor	of	the	Dulaney-Browne	Library	on	the	OCU	campus.	
It is a repository for the historical records of both the OIMC and Oklahoma Conferences. The 
improvements were made possible by donations from the Oklahoma Conference. 
 
 An update was given for the Annual Conference OKVIM Disaster Response Kit Campaign. As 
of this morning, more than 1,000 UMCOR kits have been collected at the designated truck in the 
Boston Avenue parking lot. 

 Bishop Hayes introduced Conference Associate Lay Leader Don Kim as his assistant this session. 

 George Warren sang a song written especially for Bishop Hayes: “I’ve Been Every Place, Church.” 
 
 Episcopacy Committee – Mouzon Biggs. The committee is responsible for the episcopal 
residence and recently made some needed improvements to the residence; more work will continue 
in June. 
 The committee voted unanimously to request that Bishop and Dee Hayes be reassigned by the 
SCJ Conference as our episcopal family for the next quadrennium. It was recommended that the 
conference	affirm	that	request.	It	was	done.	
 Biggs commended Bishop Hayes for attending General Conference, Annual Conference, and 
OIMC’s Annual Conference while dealing with his own health issues. Biggs led a prayer of healing 
for Bishop Hayes and noted the bishop will soon undergo treatment at M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston.
 Bishop Hayes expressed thanks, for both himself and Dee, for the support of the conference. 

Conference Board of Trustees – Mark Brown. (See Section H – Reports.) Brown presented the 
report and moved that the actions taken by the trustees be received by the conference. They were 
approved.

Charles Hull presented the Ministry Protection Committee report. The committee contracted 
with another property and risk insurance provider after the previous provider increased the 
premium rates in 2011. He explained the conference has experienced a high number of claims due 
to	fire,	wind,	hail,	and	tornadoes	in	2007	and	following	years.	The	decision	was	made	to	leave	
PACT and switch to CFR Risk Management, whose president is Trey Biggs. 
 Brown moved for the approval of the report as a whole, including the Ministry Protection 
Committee segment. It was approved.
 
 Standing Rules Report – Robert Rose. (See Section K – Standing Rules and Structure.) 
Rose presented the report, including changes in an amendment to the report, for approval. It was 
approved. 
 The corrected report is printed in this Journal. 

 A video was presented showing annual conference delegates performing hands-on mission 
service at multiple sites in Tulsa during the noon break on Tuesday. 
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 Wellness Committee giveaway – Jim Jones. He reiterated the importance of donating blood 
and undergoing regular health screenings. Prevention is key to a healthy life, he said.  

General Session – 2 p.m.

 Bishop Hayes introduced Conference Chancellor John Ray Green of Duncan to the conference 
and expressed thanks for Green’s help. 
 
 Council on Finance and Administration – Tom Harrison. (See Section H – Reports.) Harrison 
presented the report for approval. It was approved. 
 Harrison presented the 2013 Annual Conference Budget for approval. It was approved. 

 Bill Moorer inquired about the phase-out of budgeted funding for the Oklahoma Conference 
of Churches. Moorer requested continued support of the Oklahoma Conference of Churches, an 
ecumenical organization, from the Oklahoma Conference.  

 Bishop Hayes introduced as his assistant for the session Mary Ann Smith, secretary of the 
Board of Laity and the leader of Global Outreach for Tulsa Asbury UMC for 25 years. Smith will 
be retiring this year, and Hayes thanked her for her service. 

 Motion to receive printed reports – Joe Harris moved that any printed reports not yet acted 
upon	be	accepted	in	the	official	record	of	the	conference.	It	was	approved.	
	 Harris	expressed	his	thanks	to	the	assistant	secretaries,	tellers,	and	GNTV	Media	Ministry	for	
making the conference run smoothly. Harris also expressed special thanks to members of his staff, 
Amelia	Ballew,	Holly	McCray,	Nyla	Wallin,	and	Alicia	Galyon.	

 
 Invitation to 2013 Annual Conference site – Bob Long expressed his appreciation to Mouzon 
Biggs and Boston Avenue UMC staff for its longtime record of hospitality and service in hosting 
the Annual Conference every two years. 
 Robert Henry and Bob Long offered to host the 2013 Annual Conference in Oklahoma City at 
St. Luke’s UMC and Oklahoma City University. The invitation was accepted. 

 Bishop Hayes extended special thanks to all the staff of Boston Avenue Church for their 
courtesy during the conference. 

	 The	2012	Annual	Conference	session	was	officially	adjourned	at	2:40	p.m.	

Service of Sending Forth
 The service was led by Judy Benson, and music was provided by the Sand Springs UMC 
choir. Bishop Hayes delivered the message, and the Cabinet members read the changes in clergy 
appointments.
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CERTIFICATION OF ORDINATION

      This is to certify that in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on the 28th day of May, 2012, I 
commissioned, under the election of the Oklahoma Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, the following Elders: Robert Duran, Rudolf Freese, Anna Marie 
George, Crystal Hughes, Tyler Kirk, Devon Krause, Christopher Ruddell, and 
Heather Scherer. 

 On the 29th day of  May, 2012, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following Deacons: James 
Lambert, Wendelyn Perceful, and Linda Truitt.  

 On the 29th day of May, 2012, I ordained, under the election of the Oklahoma 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, the following elders: Ruth Atterberry, 
Jacqueline Banks, James Hunt, Keith King, John Marks, Marsha Purtell, Marcia 
Shoemaker, Bryan Tener, and Susan Whitley. 

        

    
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION

  The foregoing proceedings, with reports herein published, were adopted by the 
Oklahoma	Conference	of	The	United	Methodist	Church	at	 its	forty-fifth				Annual	
Session,	held	in	Tulsa,	Oklahoma,	May	27-30,	2012,	as	the	official	record,	and	we	
hereby certify that they are correct.

              

  
A Bishop of The United Methodist Church                             Secretary of the Annual Conference


