
Session 1 
Born Again: Building on the Past 

 
GATHERING AND CALL TO WORSHIPFUL WORK 
 
A LITANY OF VISION 
One Voice: As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 

day when: 
Left: each member, every congregation and every 

community experiences a new birth of faith, hope 
and love through the movement of God’s Spirit 
among all people. 

One Voice:  As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Right: the life and ministry of every congregation is 
honored regardless of size, location, age, 
ethnicity,  culture, economic strength or special 
context. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Men: the special opportunities, challenges, gifts and  
needs of congregations in rural or town and 
country settings is recognized;  resources  are 
developed which respect and respond to the 
unique problems and potentials present in town 
and country communities, especially those 
dependent upon agriculture, forestry, mining, 
fisheries and other producers of  food, fiber and 
natural resources. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Women:  each congregation is responsible for enabling 
persons to experience a life-changing encounter 
with God in Jesus Christ so that all may 
experience the gospel within the Reign of God. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Left:  each person is nurtured in a faith relationship 
with God as a Christian disciple through life in a 
faith community  

Right:  and the personal and spiritual gifts of all disciples 
are discovered and sent out in mission and 
ministry to all the world. 

One Voice: As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Men:  the political and economic powers that threaten 
to fragment and destroy local communities 
around the world are challenged by the Church; 
the involvement of the Church in this is 
recognized, lamented, repented and forgiveness is 
sought. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

Women:  the longstanding patterns of racism, exploitation 
of the poor and the powerless and environmental 
degradation are actively addressed. 

One Voice:   As the Church, we have hope.  We look forward to a 
day when: 

All:   all Christians are seen as partners in mission, all 
persons are seen as neighbors in Christ. 

 
HYMN  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing UMH #400 
 
DEVOTION       Born Again: Building on the Past 

 
Read 1 Samuel 7: 5-12 

The people of Israel go up to Mizpah to hold a religious 
service. They are fasting and repenting for turning away 
from God and serving the Baals and the Astartes. In the 
mean-time, the Philistines hear of the Israelites camped 
there and decide to attack. Against insurmountable odds, 
and with a shout from the Lord, the Israelites route their 
enemies. To celebrate, and to mark the occasion forever, 
Samuel erects a memorial – a stone – and calls it Ebenezer 
(Stone of Help/Witness).  
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As I was tossing rocks – or stones – out of a farmer’s field I 
got to humming Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. I 
realized that the field I was working had been worked 
before me. In fact, there was once a home that was built 
here, where children grew-up and probably picked the field 
for stones. After I am gone, there will likely be someone 
else to pick through the field and toss the stones to the side. 
Or will we come up with a rock-picking machine to do the 
work for us? As I picked stones I wouldn’t necessarily mind 
a rock picking machine. 
 
I also got to thinking about the church – both as the people, 
but also as a building, a place. I have come to appreciate the 
history of church buildings. They remind us of stories that 
occurred there. Stories of people who cared for one another 
through a monthly soup night, stories of times when a 
community struggled to remain faithful to living out God’s 
Kingdom during times of a localized depression, stories of 
ol’ Frank’s mule who became the Christmas Donkey one 
year during the Christmas Pageant. She came up the stairs to 
the sanctuary okay, but it took five hours to “persuade” her 
to go back down. Other times, the church buildings just give 
us hints as to those who have gone on before – the Anderson 
Family, who donated a stained glass window, - the Harpers, 
who donated the baptismal font, … 
 
These stories, both those shared when the church gathers, 
and those hinted at with names on plaques, remind us of 
God’s presence in the past. The reminders of God’s 
presence in the past, prods us to take note of God’s presence 
with us now, in the present. And because of that we know 
that God will be with us into the future. 
 
In many respects we share this common history with our 
ancestors of the faith – with these Hebrew men and women 
of the Old Testament. The people erect Ebenezer – to 
remind them of how God was “a present help in a time of 

trouble”. And they, too, in a mysterious way, join us when 
we recite the communion liturgy: Christ has died, Christ is 
present, Christ will come again.  
 
What are some of your stories of how God has been with 
this congregation in the past? How have you found these 
stories to remind you of God’s presence? How often are 
they shared, so that the community can be reminded that 
God is present, and will be with us into the future? 

Allow for all who care to respond to these questions 
to do so. 
 

AN EXPERIENCE OF MINISTRY 
Read through the Experience together. The questions below 
will continue to refer to the witness presented. 
 
The following story tells of how one congregation’s past 
experience of God’s presence led them into the future: 
 
There were no children or youth in Sunday School or 
worship.  There were children in the small, rural elementary 
schools in the area and students in the high school.  Two 
older members of the congregation, Bertha and Janice, 
decided something needed to be done. They prayed about 
the situation, ordered Sunday School curriculum, prepared 
lessons, went to the church at the time Sunday School was 
posted on the church sign and waited for children to come. 
After two Sundays without children, they made a new sign 
announcing Sunday School, inviting children to come and 
put it outside,…still no children.  
 
The following week, Bertha talked with her granddaughter 
who was the mother of three pre-school children.  Chris said 
that she would bring the children the following Sunday 
morning to “see how it would go”; she kept her promise.  
Another young mom, new to town, with 2 pre-school 
children also came; she had seen the sign outside.  They had 
a Sunday School!  

11/8/2005  A Local Church Action Guide Session 1       2 



 
Chris and Cindy got acquainted, sitting in the Fellowship 
Hall with cups of tea which Janice had hastily made in the 
church kitchen, while Bertha and Janice taught the class in 
one of the children’s Sunday School rooms. The following 
week, everyone stayed for worship.  
 
Both of the younger women continued to bring their 
children, both of the older women continued to teach. Other 
children and parents began coming for Sunday School and 
staying for worship. Both of the younger women assumed 
more and more responsibility in the life of the congregation, 
as did others.  
 
The “Ebenezer” was children in Sunday School and 
worship! 

. 
RUMINATING 

Cows, goats, and other ruminants all chew cud as part of 
their digesting of food. Here we are inviting you to spend 
some time, chewing the cud, ruminating, over the 
experience of ministry together. Not that anyone is 
suggesting that any of you are ruminants. Some of us just 
tend to think through things by chewing. If things later 
spring to mind, all the better. Share them when you next 
gather. 
 

• From this Experience of Ministry, what assets can you 
identify  that were  used for ministry? (Luther Snow 
identifies five types of assets -physical, individual, formal 
and informal associations, institutions and economic- in  
The Power of Asset Mapping  How Your Congregation Can 
Act on Its Gifts.)   
 

• Using their assets in a different way, what other  
options/courses of action do you see that they could have 
taken? 

• What are the stories from our congregation’s past that shed 
light on issues similar to this? 

• How do those stories shape our view of ourselves, our assets 
and what we can share? 

• What assets do we have as a congregation to address the 
same or a similar situation? 

• What are the assets in our community that can be shared 
with others in relation to the Experience of Ministry? 

• How was the leadership of the laity helpful in the 
Experience of Ministry? 

• How was the leadership of the pastor helpful? 
• How was the leadership of other members of the 

congregation or community helpful? 
• What are similar kinds of issues that our community is 

dealing with and how might we share in the work of the 
kingdom? 

 
 
HYMN                             Hymn of Promise              UMH #707 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Might want to emphasize 
 “ … Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven …” 

 
 
Benediction 
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