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Campus Ministry has also formed a partnership with state, county, city government
and community businesses to reduce campus drug, alcohol and tobacco usage. Several
recruiters from various theology schools will visit this year. We have eleven students
who have received scholarships either from the General Board of Higher Education
and Ministry or the Arkansas Area Ethnic Minority Local Church Committees.

Our 2003 Accomplishments
• The grand opening of the new 8 million dollar Kendall Science and Health

Mission Center
• We have a new Residential Life center
• Received a student from Haiti as the initial participant in the Kendall Science

and Health Mission Center program.
• We have a very committed board of trustees and Business Advisory Board.
• We have 100% participation among board members in giving to the college.
• The PSC Collegiate Choir has toured the United States appearing in various

concert halls and churches.  Most recently the choir participated in the annual
Little Rock Community Easter Sunrise Service in collaboration with Pulaski
Heights UMC.

At Philander Smith College we are “Building Traditions of Excellence” as we
seek to become a top liberal arts college.  We celebrate our successes as we move
toward the implementation of a vision embraced by alumni, students, faculty, and staff.
Without the prayers and financial support of the United Methodist Church in Arkan-
sas, we know that would not have been able to move toward these goals without a
committed team of individuals working to improve all levels of the college.

Thank you for your continued support of Philander Smith College.

Trudie Kibbe Reed, Ed.D.

SAINT PAUL SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

The enrollment of our degree and Course of Study students continues to be strong and vital, with
students primarily coming from the South Central Jurisdiction. The seminary’s national and international
make up also continues to grow.

During this year, the ministry of Saint Paul was enhanced with the inaugural group of thirty high-
school-age youth participating on campus in the Lilly funded youtheology program. The young people
participated in theologically based study and inquiry and will complete their year-long study by visiting
historic Methodist locations in England.

New faculty include: Verna E. F. Harrison, Assistant Professor of Church History and, Susan Marie
Smith, Assistant Professor of Preaching and Worship. Several promotions within the faculty occurred
and Robert K. Martin was named the Lovett H. Weems Jr., Associate Professor of Congregational Lead-
ership. Faculty searches were conducted for E. Stanley Jones, Professor of Evangelism and for Vice
President of Academic Affairs and Dean.

The community bid farewell to long-term President Lovett H. Weems, Jr., who became the Distin-
guished Professor of Church Leadership and Director of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership at
Wesley Theological Seminary and welcomed Myron F. McCoy as President in August.  Dr. McCoy came
from the pastorate of St. Mark UMC in Chicago, Illinois, and numerous other leadership positions in the
connection.
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We regretfully report the death of Dr. Dean Dale Dunlap.  Dunlap taught theology as a member of

the original faculty and later served as dean of the seminary for 17 years.
New faculty books in 2003 include: Pontius Pilate: Portraits of a Roman Governor  by Warren

Carter, and Lindsey P. Pherigo, Professor of New Testament; And Then Mark Died: Letters of Grief,
Love, and Faith, by Susan Sonnenday Vogel, Associate Dean for Spiritual and Professional Formation
and Lecturer in Church Leadership.

Special guest lecturers this year have included Dr. Nancey Murphy, Dr. Ron Cole-Turner, Dr. Charles
Wallace, Dr. Elizabeth Theokritoff, Rev. Dr. Joseph Lowery, and Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth.

Saint Paul is most happy to report the successful Mabee Foundation Challenge Grant and Capital
Campaign.  Funds from the campaign have been designated for the renovation of the seminary campus.

Bishop Fritz Mutti, III, will serve a four-year term at Saint Paul, upon his retirement from active
episcopacy this summer. The appointment comes with historical significance as Mutti becomes the first
Bishop-in-Residence in the history of the seminary.

The trustees, faculty, staff, and students of Saint Paul thank you for your prayers and support.
5123 Truman Road, Kansas City, Missouri  64127 www.spst.edu

SOUTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION

The South Central Jurisdiction thanks you, Oklahoma Conference, for another year of support. You
enabled, and participated in helping ministry happen throughout our Jurisdiction, and we are grateful.
Because of you, our Jurisdictional apportionments received from all conferences for 2003 were at 88.3%.
This is a slight increase above the 87.79% payout for 2002. The following information gives you a financial
picture of your Conference participation.

The apportioned amount is followed by the amount paid:
Mission & Admin. $48,771.00 $48,771.00 100.0%
Lydia Patterson $73,157.00 $69,692.13  95.3%
Mt. Sequoyah Assembly $  6,096.00 $  5,963.06  97.8%
SMU Wesley Foundation $  9,145.00 $  8,822.81  96.5%
      Percentages for all conferences within the jurisdiction are:
Mission & Admin. $399,878.00 $353,203.25  88.3%
Lydia Patterson $600,000.00 $557,303.83  92.8%
Mt. Sequoyah Assembly $  50,000.00 $  42,235.61  84.5%
SMU Wesley Foundation $  75,002.00 $  62,967.50  84.0%

Your apportionments to Administration have paid salaries and benefits for 3.5 staff persons; for office
space and supplies; insurance coverage for the Mission Council members, staff and others who attend
meetings, travel and attend specified events on behalf of the jurisdiction; and worker’s compensation cov-
erage.

The office provides assistance as requested and/or as needed to various jurisdictional networks.
Major 2003 support and coordination were provided for:

•  South Central Jurisdiction Restorative Justice Conference held in Fort Worth,
Texas, in February 2004. Attendees were from each of the conferences within
the jurisdiction, and presenters were of national and international distinction.
•  American Indian Ministry Consultation was held in Tulsa, Oklahoma in
October, 2003. This event brought to fruition one of the goals that this group
set when they were organized in 2002.
Coordination and assistance were provided to/for:
• South Central Jurisdiction Hispanic Caucus Convocation held in Dallas,
Texas, at Perkins School of Theology on the campus of Southern Method
ist University.
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The Jurisdictional Korean American Ministries continue to meet the specified needs of our brothers

and sisters of our Korean American churches/fellowships.
Volunteers In Mission continues to address ministry needs, on a part-time basis by coordinat-

ing with Conference Coordinators, maintaining the Project List for Teams – USA and other respon-
sibilities.

These are just a few highlights of the past year. Please contact the office if something you are
interested in was not mentioned in this report. We also encourage you to visit our web site at:
www.gbgm-umc.org/scjumc. May God continue to bless and care for each of you as you grow
stronger in the service and love of God.

Thalia F. Matherson, Ed.D., Executive Director – Mission and Administration

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

The past year was marked by significant progress at Southern Methodist University as SMU
moves toward its goal of becoming one of the nation’s premier private universities. Listed below are
some of the year's highlights:

SMU continues to benefit from new facilities and programs funded by The Campaign for SMU,
which surpassed its $400 million goal by raising nearly $542 million. Campaign gifts provided 80
new endowments for academic programs, 171 new student scholarships and awards, 28 new cam-
pus life initiatives, 16 new academic positions and 14 new or renovated facilities. The Laura Lee
Blanton Student Services Building, which opened in October, consolidated the Division of Enroll-
ment Services, Office of Information Technology Services, an International Center serving interna-
tional students and coordinating study-abroad programs, and the SMU-in-Taos program. SMU broke
ground in December for the James M. Collins Executive Education Center of the Cox School of
Business. Groundbreaking is scheduled in February, 2004 for a $25-million expansion of the Dedman
Center for Lifetime Sports to make the 27-year-old facility into a state-of the-art recreation com-
plex. Plans are underway for construction of a second new building for the School of Engineering.
All of these buildings are part of SMU's new East Quad, which is easily accessible from North
Central Expressway.

SMU’s enrollment rose to an all-time high of 11,161 for fall 2003. Minority enrollment makes
up 20.1 percent of the current student body. SMU’s fall enrollment included approximately 780
international students from 85 countries. The average combined SAT score of incoming first-year
students at SMU rose above 1,200 for the first time last fall.

The Rev. Zan W. Holmes, Dallas church and civic leader who inspired the growth of St. Luke
Community United Methodist Church into a 6,000-member congregation, was one of four SMU
graduates honored with the Distinguished Alumni Award in October. The other award recipients
were Presidential Adviser Karen P. Hughes, Air Force Major General Craig R. McKinley, and SMU
English Professor and author Marshall Terry.

SMU’s Meadows Museum, housing one of the finest collections of Spanish art outside of
Spain, gained added momentum in July with the appointment of internationally respected art scholar
Ted Pillsbury as its director. Pillsbury is credited with raising the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort
Worth to international status while serving as its director.

SMU’s impact on early childhood education is now nationwide. LEAP, the Language Enrich-
ment Activities Program developed at SMU, presently is used in eight states. The program has
helped 40,000 children to develop pre-reading skills. More than 1,000 teachers have been trained
to teach the program.

SMU faculty members are reaching out to local educators to revitalize their love of learning. The
Teachers As Scholars, TAS program invites K-12 educators to thought-provoking two-day seminars
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led by some of SMU’s most dynamic professors. Part of a national program, TAS is sponsored by
the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation.

Perkins School of Theology marked the 300th anniversary of John Wesley’s birth with a con-
ference on “Wesley in America.” A special exhibit at Perkins’ Bridwell Library on Wesley and
American Methodism served as a centerpiece for the conference.

Dallas area high school juniors interested in theology now may pursue that interest through the
Perkins Youth School of Theology. Mentors at Perkins will meet with the students throughout the
school year and spend two weeks with them in summer workshops at SMU-in-Taos. The program is
funded by the Lily Endowment.

The SMU Wesley Foundation has had a highly successful year. With the hiring of an associate
pastor for women and an associate pastor for minority students, the Wesley Foundation is serving
needs of the two fastest growing populations of college students. A 28-member student leadership
team forms the core of the foundation’s ministry. The Wesley House capital campaign has raised
$150,000 of the $500,000 needed to renovate and pay for a building adjacent to the campus that is
the foundation’s new home.

SMU continues to treasure its Methodist heritage and maintains a particularly close relation-
ship with Highland Park United Methodist Church and its senior minister, the Rev. Mark Craig. I
enjoyed serving as guest preacher at that church in September. We ask your continued prayers and
support as SMU moves forward in the coming year.

R. Gerald Turner, President

COMMITTEE ON COURTESIES AND RESOLUTIONS

First, Bishop Blake, the Courtesies Committee wishes to thank you for your wonderful leader-
ship of the Oklahoma Annual Conference for the last eight years.  You have been a wonderful
teacher of the Word of God over the years and pointed us to a solid understanding of what
God’s Word means and how that is to be used to guide us in our mission as the Oklahoma
United Methodist Church.  This year, your teaching at the Order’s Meetings, the Apostolic
Conferences, and at Annual Conference has once again been outstanding.  The “isms” of the
church were your teaching of choice for this Annual Conference and your insight into these
areas of church personalities are very masterful.

Bishop Blake, we as a conference want to wish you and Karen well in your retirement years.
We know you will be retiring from the full time service as Bishop but you will never leave the
ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Thank you for your service to God, to the Oklahoma
Conference and individually to the pastors and lay people of the conference.

Also, we would like to thank Dr. David Severe for his work as Agenda Secretary.  Once again
you have done a superb job in ordering our Annual Conference event.  Rev. Charles Rettig, you
have done a masterful job as Conference Secretary.  You have risen to the task
and kept the conference agenda on track and moving.  Thank you David and Charles for your
exceptional service.

We want to thank Dr. Mouzon Biggs and the Boston Ave staff for being the host church of the
2004 Oklahoma Annual Conference.  Your staff helped facilitate each session with dignity and
grace.  Everything went smoothly even when the storms were brewing outside.  Lights flick-
ered on and off, some cars were damaged but it was all taken in stride and we moved on.
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Dr. Biggs, please relay our gratitude to the employed staff members and the volunteers of
Boston Ave alike.  Also, thank you to Wade Paschal and 1st Methodist Church for hosting
dinners, receptions, and the Bishop’s farewell.  Oh yes, 1st Methodist hosted the ever eventful
and humorous gridiron.  Dr. Paschal, please relate our gratitude to your staff for us.

The 2004 Annual Conference opened with the Lay Delegate and Executive Clergy sessions on
Monday, May 31.  We continued Monday evening with the traditional Memorial Service in
which we remembered 15 clergy and 16 clergy spouses who have passed away since the 2003
Annual Conference.  District Superintendent Margaret Ball from the Bartlesville District was
the speaker and preached the sermon, “The Rim of Shadow is the Line of Light”.  Asbury
UMC’s Asbury Singing Ambassador’s presented music for the evening with refreshing and
stirring music.  A reception was held for the family members of the deceased in Jubilee Hall.
Thank God for those who have served us in our churches and extended ministries and their
spouses who have gone before us.

Tuesday, June 1, brought about communion groups, the Bishop’s studies and a great deal of
business.  The highlight of the day was the evening service of “A Celebration of Ministry, A
Service of Retirement and Passing the Mantle”.  We retired 19 clergy and bode them well in
these years of their lives.  Looking to the future, those retiring passed the mantle to 4 persons
commissioned as deacons, 6 persons commissioned as elders, recognized 1 for the orders as a
probationary member, 3 persons ordained as deacons in full connection, 3 on recognition of
orders as elders, and 3 ordained as elders in full connection.  Bishop Blake preached on the
subject of “Remember Your Baptism” as the primary call to ministry as your ordination does
not trump your call to ministry through your baptism.  Special music was offered by Boston
Avenue’s Chancel Choir and Brass Ensemble.  Thank you to all for the special evening of
worship and passing the mantle.

Wednesday, June 2, brought forth many more reports with great highlight testimonies from
mission agencies.  The Children’s Home teams, Cookson Hills, Restore Hope, CJAMM and
many others told inspirational and exciting stories of ministry and healing. What an inspiring
time for all of us to celebrate and take back to our local churches.  Wednesday evening also
brought the reception and time of sharing farewell with Bishop and Karen Blake.  All who
attended were blessed with laughter, tears or both and several standing ovations as we cel-
ebrated the Blake’s ministry among us.  Thank you to students from OCU and the host of the
evening, President Tom McDaniel, from Oklahoma City University.  Special guests came from
around the country to offer testimony of Bishop and Mrs. Blake’s life and effectiveness in
ministry.
On Thursday, June 3, there were more highlight reports of ministries of the Annual Confer-
ence.  Appointments are about to be passed out and we will all return to our homes and our
places of ministry as clergy and laity.  As we go forth from here to again be the family of God
at work in and through the United Methodist Church, we are challenged to claim our task of
teaching and preaching the timeless message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ within and without
our churches and through a myriad of extension ministries.  May we go with God in the Name
of Jesus Christ to seek to fulfill our ministry in the year that lies before us.

Respectfully submitted by your Committee on Courtesies and Resolutions
Dale E. Dyer, Chairperson
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PROPERTY, CRIME, LIABILITY, AUTOMOBILE, WORKERS
COMPENSATION, UMBRELLA, DIRECTORS & OFFICERS, AND

EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES LIABILITY INSURANCE & RISK
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

As we near the end of the eighth year we have 513 church and church enitities now partici-
pating in this comprehensive insurance program.  This represents a total Property Insurance
Value of $697,973,000.  Total premiums paid to date are $3,351,933.  The self-insured
retention of $750,000 is fully funded and all bills are paid.

The Zurich American Insurance Companies is completing its second year as the principal
carrier of the program.  The transition to the Zurich Companies brought about the need for
additional, updated underwriting information.   The gathering process of contacting many
individual churches, and their responding to the questionnaires, resulted in some initial
delay.  With the information now in place, and as we gain the experience of working to-
gether, Zurich continues to provide excellent service of our daily program needs, and handle
the claims in a fair, prompt and professional manner.

The combination of efforts by the Risk Management Department of the General Council on
Finance and Administration; Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.; Zurich American Insurance Com-
panies; Cole, Paine & Carlin Insurance Agency; and the Insurance Committee of the Con-
ference Board of Trustees continues to work toward making our Oklahoma Conference
Insurance Program the best all around program in the nation.  They are already hard at work
on the October 1, 2004 renewals and anticipate that each participating church will receive
their renewals well before the renewal date.

Keep up the good work.  Our recent loss experience has been good.  Your continued aware-
ness of good risk management practices and an active loss prevention program on the local
church level will assist in holding the line on rate increases.

If your church is one of the few not now participating in this very broad all-encompassing
program, we encourage you to call Bob McKown, Rick Carlin or Linda Steed at Cole, Paine
& Carlin Agency, our coordinating agency who so efficiently run this program.  From the
Greater Oklahoma City calling area, the number is 843-5678; outside the Greater Okla-
homa City calling area, call toll free 1-800-460-5678.

Respectfully submitted in His service,

Harold Leveridge, Chairman
 Conference Board of Trustees

Mark Berrong, Chairman
 Insurance Committee
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CONFERENCE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A. Action Requiring Approval
1. On the day of 4th day of April 2003, the president executed and the
secretary attested to a Quit claim deed, to sell and convey to Paul Frech,
Rt. 1 Box 90 A, Cherokee, OK, the following described real property
situated in Alfalfa County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

Surface interest only in Lots Four (4), and five (5) in Block Sixteen
(16) and Lots One (1), Two (2), Three (3), Four (4), Five (5), Seven
(7), Eight (8), Nine (9), Ten (10) Eleven (11), and Twelve (12), in
Block Nineteen (19) all in the Town of Yewed, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma, together with all and singular, the hereditaments and
appurtenances thereunto belonging.

2. On the day of 25th day of July 2003, the president executed and the
secretary attested a Quit Claim Deed, to sell and convey to Grace Lemon,
PO Box 67, Council Hill, OK 74428, and Shirley Paden, Rt. 1 Box 830,
Council Hill, OK 74428, the following described real property situated in
Muskogee County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

Surface interest only in Lots Seven (7) through Twelve (12), both
inclusive, in Block Forty-seven (47) in the Town of Council Hill,
Muskogee County, Oklahoma, according to the recorded plat
thereof, together with all and singular, the hereditaments and
appurtenances thereunto belonging.

3. On the 12th day of August 2003, the president executed and the
secretary attested to a Quit Claim Deed, to sell and convey to Dutch
Miller, P. O. Box 68, Taloga, OK 73667 the following real property
situated in Dewey County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

Surface interest only in Lots Eleven (11), and Twelve (12) and the
South Eighty (80) feet of Lots Thirteen (13) and Fourteen (14) in
Block Sixty-nine (69) original Townsite to Taloga, Dewey County,
Oklahoma, together will all and singular, the hereditaments and
appurtenances thereunto belonging.

4. On the 5th day of September 2003, the president executed and the
secretary attested to a Quit Claim Deed, to sell and convey to Dick
Jackson, PO Box 964, Whitehouse, TX 75971, the following real
property situated in Kiowa County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

Surface interest only in Lots One (1), Two (2), Three (3), and Four
(4), in Block (7) in the Original Townsite of Roosevelt, Kiowa County,
Oklahoma, according to the recorded plat thereof, together with all and
singular, the hereditaments and appurtenance thereunto belonging.

5. On the 8th day of September 2003, the president executed and the
secretary attested to a Quit Claim Deed (Joint Tenancy) to sell and
convey to Lonney Arter, Jr. and Debra Arter, husband and wife, PO Box
895, Burns Flat, OK 73624, the following real property situated in Washita
County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:
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Surface interest only in a parcel of land located in the West Half of
the Northwest Quarter (W ½ NW ¼) of Section 12, Township 10
North, Range 19 W.I.M., Washita County, Oklahoma, more
particularly described as follows:  Beginning at a point 500 feet East
of the Southwest Corner of said Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of
Section 12, Township 10 North, Range 19 W.I.M., thence North 300
feet; thence East 300 feet; thence South 300 feet; thence West 300
feet to the point of beginning, together with all and singular, the
hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging.

6. On the 29th day of September 2003, the president signed an
AFFIDAVIT that the Board of Trustees of the Oklahoma Annual
Conference of the United Methodist Church, Inc., is the successor in
interest to The First Methodist Church of Burns Flat, Oklahoma, a
corporation, former owner of the following described real estate, situated
in Washita County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

SURFACE RIGHTS ONLY IN AND TO:
A parcel of land out of the W/2 NW/4 Section 12, Township 10 North,
Range 19 W.I.M., described as follows:  Beginning at a point 500 feet
East of the Southwest corner of said Section 12, Township 10 North,
Range 19, W.I.M.:  thence North 300 feet; thence East 300 feet;
thence South 300 feet; thence West 300 feet to the point of beginning.

7. On the 29th day of September 2003, the president executed and the
secretary attested to a Quit Claim Deed to sell and convey to Carolyn
Kay Plummer, Rt 1 Box 120A, Dill City, OK 73641, the following
described real property situated in Washita County, State of Oklahoma,
to-wit:

Surface interest only in Lots One (1) through Four (4), both inclusive,
in Block Forty-five (45) in the Town of Dill City, Washita County,
Oklahoma, according to the recorded plat thereof, together with all
and singular, the hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto
belonging.

8. On the 29th day of September 2003, the president executed and the
secretary attested to a Quit Claim Deed, to sell and convey to Cecelia
Brooks, PO Box 201, Coyle, OK 73027, the following described real
property, situated in Logan County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

Surface interested only in Lots Six (6) and Seven (7) in Block Ten (10)
in the Town of Langston, Logan County, OK, according to the recorded
plat thereof, together with all and singular, the hereditaments and
appurtenances thereunto belonging.

9. On the 29th day of October 2003, the president signed an Oil and Gas
Lease with Continental Land Resources, LLC, PO Box 2170, Edmond,
OK 73083, for interest situated in Washita County, State of Oklahoma,
described as follows, to-wit:

The East one-half of the Northeast quarter (E/2 NE/4) and the
Northeast quarter of Southeast quarter (NE/4 SE/4) of Section 33,
Township 11 North, Range 14 West and containing 120.00 acres,
more or less.
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10. On the 29th day of October 2003, the president signed an Oil and Gas
Lease with B&W Exploration, Inc., 100 Park Ave Suite 1020, Oklahoma
City, OK 73102, for interest located in Leflore County, State of
Oklahoma, described as follows, to-wit:

The tract of land in the NE corner of Lot 3 described as beginning at the
NE corner of Lot 3, thence South 417.42 feet, thence West 104.36 feet,
thence North 417.42 feet, thence East 104.36 feet to the point of
beginning of Section 3, Township 7N, Range 24E, containing 1.00 acres,
more or less.

11. On the 13th day of January 2004, the president executed and the
secretary attested to a Quit Claim Deed, to sell and convey to the Town
of Camargo, Oklahoma, the following described real property, situated in
Dewey County, State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

Surface interest only in Lots One (1) through Five (5), both inclusive,
in Block Twenty-six (26) in the Town of Camargo, Dewey County,
Oklahoma, according to the recorded plat thereof, together with all
and singular, the hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto
belonging.

Harold Leveridge, Chairman
Conference Board of Trustees

OKLAHOMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
GROUP PROPERTY, LIABILITY, AND

WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE PROGRAM

     WHEREAS  the 1996 session of the Oklahoma Annual Conference
approved and the subsequent sessions of the Annual Conference have ap-
proved the continuation of the Group Property, Liability, and Workers
Compensation Insurance Program, and
     WHEREAS the program now has several years of history and there is a
continuing growth in the number of churches participating, and
     WHEREAS there continues to be substantial savings to the participating
churches, and
     WHEREAS claim service and risk management appear to be at satisfac-
tory level, and that specific problems are being addressed as they occur by
Cole, Paine, and Carlin Agency of record, The General Council of Finance
and Administration, Arthur J. Gallagher Company, and Zurich Insurance
Company;
     NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED that the Group Property,
Liability, and Worker Compensation Program of the Oklahoma Annual
Conference be continued for 2004-2005.

Harold Leveridge, President, Board of Trustees
Mark Berrong, Chairperson, Insurance Committee
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EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE

Part A. Action Required
The Oklahoma Episcopacy Committee moves that the Oklahoma Conference join

with the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference in establishing an episcopal residence
committee for the area bishop.

The chair will be elected by committee members and will rotate each quadrennium
between the two conferences.

RESOLUTION FOR IMPROVED ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Part A:  Requiring Action
        within the Institutions of the Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist
Church (May, 2004)

WHEREAS, environmental concerns are ultimately Christian concerns grounded in
scripture (Genesis 1:3-31, 2:7 & 15, Psalm 19:1-6, 24:1-2, 104, 148, John 1, and
Revelation 4:6b-11); and,

WHEREAS, The Book of Discipline makes clear that the Social Principles of
United Methodists includes explicit concerns for the care of God’s creation, including
our responsible participation therein. Specifically, “All creation is the Lord's, and we are
responsible for the ways we use and abuse it.  Water, air, soil, minerals, energy re-
sources, plants, animal life, and space are to be valued and conserved because they are
God's creation and not solely because they are useful to human beings. God has granted
us stewardship of creation. We should meet these stewardship duties through acts of
loving care and respect… (160);” and,

WHEREAS, the newest study by the Office of Management and Budget under the
Bush Administration concluded that cleaner air benefits our country’s health, especially
the health of our children, which directly impacts the cost to society in health care
expenses (Washington Post, September 27, 2003),

WHEREAS, approximately 98% of electricity produced in the United States comes
from traditional (non-renewable) resources, such as, polluting fossil fuels, which are,
the number one cause of industrial air pollution in the U.S. The energy generated from
renewable resources, such as wind, cause dramatically less air pollution and environ-
mental damage (www.epa.gov); and,

WHEREAS, renewable sources of energy are now becoming more readily
available, for instance, in most areas of Oklahoma, switching to the use of wind power
is as easy as electing to do so with your energy provider; and,

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist Church has a
great opportunity presently to put faith into action by providing leadership regarding
the stewardship of God’s creation; and,

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Oklahoma Conference of the United
Methodist Church adopt as its policy concerning every United Methodist institu-
tion, facility, and property, accountable to this Annual Conference and/or
subject to the “trust clause” (2503) shall:

If not before, then by Annual Conference 2005, be using some wind power
and/or other renewable sources of energy for their facilities energy needs; and,

Be it also resolved, that the laity and clergy of the Oklahoma Conference of
the United Methodist Church are encouraged to follow this example.

 The Oklahoma United Methodist Environmental Coalition, which was recently formed by
concerned laity and clergy to encourage, raise awareness, and help educate people about the
environment, shall provide resources to help accomplish these tasks (www.okumec.org).
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Ministry Mobilization Committee
Part A.  Requiring Action

1.  We move the following changes in the Standing Rules:
I. ORGANIZATION – A.  ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Line 7 – omit: Chair(s) of the Committee on Campus Ministry, and in its
place put:  Co-chairs of the Standing Committee on Campus Ministry.
Line 10 – following ‘conference youth organization’ add: the Chair of the
Oklahoma United Methodist Student Movement.

III. TENURE ON CONFERENCE ENTITIES (following item 1 add a new 2
as follows, and renumber current 2 as 3 and 3 as 4.)
2. Membership Termination. Membership is terminated if a member

becomes a District Superintendent (unless chosen as a Cabinet
Representative) or moves outside the Conference on a permanent
basis. Membership may be terminated for failure to attend at least
one meeting over a period of one year, having been properly notified
of time and place of meetings.

VII. CHANGES OR AMENDMENTS OF THE STANDING RULES
We move to strike the present language of 1. Replacing present 2 as new
1and continuing as printed.

2. CHANGES IN THE CONFERENCE STRUCTURE
(The current structure may be found on Pages 207 ff of the 2003
Conference Journal)

ANNUAL CONFERENCE COUNCIL
Membership – Change the membership in paragraph two to
read as follows:
Ex-Officio with vote: Bishop, One District Superintendent, the
Conference Lay Leader, the Chair or designee from:
Ministry Teams: Discipleship, Leadership Development, and
Mission and Service; Departments: Communications, and
Congregational Development. The President/Chair of: United
Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, Board of Ordained
Ministry, Circle of Care, Religion & Race, Volunteers In Mission,
Commission on Status & Role of Women, Board of Pension and
Health Benefits, a representative from the Health Care & Retire
ment Living Association, Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries,
Conference Council on Youth Ministry, Chair(s) of the Standing
Committee on Campus Ministry, The United Methodist Foundation
Ex-Officio with voice but not vote: Representative from the
Council on Finance & Administration, President of Circle of Care,
President (or designee) of Oklahoma City University, Conference
Council Director, Conference Treasurer, ACC Staff.

MINISTRY TEAMS
Membership – Change the membership number of Discipleship,
Leadership Development, and Mission and Service Ministry
Teams to be:  fifteen (15) clergy and fifteen (15) lay members.
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3. CHANGES IN THE STANDING RULES COMMITTEE

We move to make the following changes in the Standing Rules
Committee as found on Page 211 of the 2003 Conference Journal:

a. Change the name to: THE COMMITTEE ON STANDING
RULES, STRUCTURE AND POLICY REVIEW.

b. Add to the list of responsibilities the following between the
second and third list:
— Reviewing all proposed new or revised Annual Conference
entities Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws for comment and
recommendation before being submitted to the Annual Conference.
This Committee may report its findings on any such items to the
Annual Conference prior to those items being considered by the
Annual Conference.

Membership–Add to the membership of this committee the following:
The Conference Lay Leader, A Cabinet Representative

4. REQUEST FOR A TASK FORCE ON ANNUAL CONFERENCE
STAFF
We request the Annual Conference to order a task force to study and
bring recommendations to the 2005 Annual Conference the Staff-
Parish Relations responsibilities for all personnel (lay and clergy)
serving in ministries of the AnnualConference who are paid through
the Annual Conference Budget.

The membership of this task force shall consist of: three (3) members
of the Annual Conference Council Executive Committee, Chairs of
CJAMM, Camps & Conferences, VIM, three (3) members of CF&A,
two (2) members of the Standing Rules, Structure and Policy Review
Committee, and a Cabinet Representative.  The Conference Council
Director and the Conference Treasurer shall be Ex-Officio members
with voice but not vote.

The Chair of the Standing Rules/Structure/Policy Review Committee
shall convene this group.
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A STATEMENT OF RELATIONSHIP

Relationship Statement Between
The Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church

And Circle of Care, Inc.

In this Statement of Relationship, the term “Conference” refers to the Oklahoma Annual
Conference of the United Methodist Church.  The term “Institution” refers to Circle of
Care, Inc., which is an agency within the boundaries of the Oklahoma Annual Conference.

Circle of Care, Inc. of the United Methodist Church, within the boundaries of the Oklahoma
Annual Conference, is carried forward by the not-for-profit corporation, individually and
separately organized under the laws of the state of Oklahoma, which are related to the
conference.  The purpose of this statement is to set forth the nature of that relationship as
it applies to the institution named below.

The goal of the institution is to minister proactively to the changing physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs of children, youth, and families in a hurting society by providing a
continuum of Christian services which strengthen and seek to restore wholeness to
individuals and families.

1. The Institution and the conference share many mutual goals, objectives, and
purposes that relate to the Institution’s specific function and areas of expertise.
The Institution has expertise in the following services: residential care,
counseling, foster care, and staff and community training.

2. The Institution and the Conference recognize each other as independent, legal
entities.  The Institution is incorporated separately, and has its own governing
board.  The Institution, through the services it provides, its history, charter and
bylaws, reflects a strong relationship with The United Methodist Church.  The
Institution is solely responsible for making governing decisions affecting its
purpose, mission, policies, administration and actions.

3. The Institution will work actively to maintain a strong relationship with the
Annual Conference Council (ACC) or its successor agency, and other
connectional units of the Conference, as may be appropriate.  The Institution
will annually submit, to the appropriate Conference entity, a written program
report and copies of the corporation’s certified audit for informational
purposes.

4. Membership on the Institution’s Board of Directors reflects the relationship
with The United Methodist Church; i. e., District Superintendents, lay and
clergy leadership from local United Methodist Churches, etc.  The Nominating
Committee of the Board of Directors (Board of Members) for the Institution
seeks individuals who will, among other things, reflect and implement the goals
and purposes of The United Methodist Church.  The Institution will submit,
through the Board of Members, to the Conference, for its approval and
election, the names of persons nominated to serve on its governing board.  In
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the event that the Annual Conference should reject a nomination, the Institution
will be invited to submit another name for election.

5. The Institution and the Conference share a common commitment to high
standards of care and administration.  The Institution and the Conference
support the standards of The United Methodist Association of Health and
Welfare Ministries, and the Unit of Health and Welfare Ministries of The
United Methodist Church.  In addition, the Institution will maintain compliance
with federal, state and local requirements as are appropriate.

6. A relationship exists between and among the Institutions of the Conference.
This voluntary relationship is one of mutual cooperation in working together in
common mission to provide service and care to specific populations.  The
Institution will continue to be in relationship with each of the organizations
through the Annual Conference Council, or its successor agency, of the
Oklahoma Conference of The United Methodist Church.  The relationship will
also be maintained within the context of other professional organizations.

7. The Institution provides services to those who have need and meet the criteria
of the mission of the Institution. The care is offered without discrimination as
to race, creed, color, gender or national origin.

8. Benevolent care provided by the Institution is made possible by planned
budgeting, special gifts, bequests, gift solicitation and estate planning by and
through the Institution, and the Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation.  The
churches of the Conference currently support the Institution through
apportionments to local churches, special offerings such as “Circle of Care
Sunday,” and direct giving from individuals and churches.  It is anticipated this
support will be continued.  However, there is no requirement that this support
be given, nor any guarantees that it will continue.  The relationship among the
churches, the Conference and the Institution is purely voluntary.

9. Services by this Institution’s programs are offered to persons of all faiths
without discrimination.  Because of the historic ties to the United Methodist
Church, the Institution strives to create a caring Christian environment that
promotes healthy spiritual development and respects the religious preferences
of those committed to their care. Clients in the residential programs are always
invited to attend a local United Methodist Church. Should some prefer to attend
a different church we will make every effort to accommodate their needs. And
parents or legal guardians are welcome to make other arrangements should they
so desire. It is the intent of the Institution to recognize its primary relationship
to the United Methodist Church and the Oklahoma Conference by encouraging
all in their care to participate in the life of a local faith community.

10. This statement affirms that the care of children, youth and families in need is a
legitimate ministry of the church, and that this Institution serves as an integral
part of that ministry to people of the Conference and to others in this
geographical area.  It further affirms a mutual, voluntary relationship between



THE OKLAHOMA  ANNUAL CONFERENCE222
the Conference and the other Institutions having common purposes, goals,
histories and traditions.  It affirms this Institution’s commitment to the ministry
of Jesus Christ and the Mission of The United Methodist Church.

11. The Institution will represent itself to the public as an organization which
subscribes to the ideals and practices supported by The Oklahoma Conference
of The United Methodist Church; however, any informational materials shall
state and shall make it clear that the Oklahoma Conference of The Untied
Methodist Church does not financially guarantee the obligations of this
Institution and/or any of its subsidiary corporations.

12. The Institution and the Conference will each review their own documents
relating to public relations in order to ensure compliance with this Statement of
Relationship and the corporation’s bylaws.  In addition, the Board of Directors
for this Institution will perform regular, periodic reviews of any public
document affecting the Institution.

13. Both the Conference and the Institution acknowledge that they cannot
financially obligate any organizational unit of The United Methodist Church.
With this principle in mind, both agree to conduct their affairs with third parties
to make it clear that they are acting solely for their organization and not on
behalf of other units of the Church or for each other.  However, the Institution
agrees to submit for review to the appropriate Annual Conference committee,
any capital projects; including construction or purchasing buildings, acquiring
land, or major renovation projects.

14. This statement shall be reviewed and approved at least every four years by the
Institution’s Board of Directors, and by the appropriate committee of the
Annual Conference.  Any amendments or revisions shall be developed by a
committee composed of two (2) representatives appointed by the Resident
Bishop, one (1) representative of the Annual Conference Council, or its
successor agency, and one (1) representative of the Institution.  Any
amendments initiated by the Institution must be presented to the Annual
Conference Council, or its successor agency, for review, and presentation to the
next session of the Annual Conference for approval.

15. This statement can be revoked in its entirety by the Institution and/or the
Annual Conference.  In the case of the Institution named in the Introduction of
this Statement, a two-thirds majority vote at a meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Institution, duly called for that purpose, provided that written
notification of such proposed action be given to the voting members according
to the bylaws of the Institution, will be required.  The Annual Conference may
take similar action, meeting in regular or special session; provided that written
notification of such proposed action be given to the voting members at least
fifteen (15) days prior to consideration.

16. In the event of a corporate dissolution of the Institution and/or its subsidiary
corporations, and following the meeting of all current obligations, including
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those to its residents and/or clients, assets and property will be conveyed
pursuant to federal and state law and the provisions of the corporate bylaws to
the Board of Trustees of The Oklahoma Annual Conference, Inc. to provide
care and services to persons in need, consistent with the philosophy and
purpose of the Institution.

17. This Statement of Relationship supersedes any previous understanding or
relationship between the Conference and the Institution.

This Statement of Relationship affirms the purely voluntary association of independent
corporations, recognizing one another in good faith and trust through their common
commitment and witness to Jesus Christ as Lord.

This document is a true facsimile of the model approved by the Annual Conference in May
2004 and hereby attested by the following to be in force as of this date, June 1, 2004.

Tom Campbell, President/CEO Circle of Care, Inc.
Bishop Bruce Blake, Oklahoma United Methodist Conference

A CALL FOR CONTINUED ACTION REGARDING THE
TAR CREEK SUPERFUND SITE

WHEREAS, the 2003 session of the Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church overwhelmingly endorsed a resolution from the First United Methodist
Church, Miami, Oklahoma regarding the Tar Creek Superfund site, which requested
local, state, tribal and federal officials to work together to solve the various kinds of
environmental damage to the region and its inhabitants, and

WHEREAS, the scope of this damage will require continued effort and many
resources to accomplish the clean up of the number one Superfund site in our nation, and

WHEREAS, we commend the progress made in increased levels of cooperation
among these officials, groups, individuals and their willingness to work together and with
citizens of the area.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oklahoma Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church, in official session this third day of June in 2004, call upon
U.S. Senator James Inhofe, U.S. Representative Brad Carson, Oklahoma Governor Brad
Henry, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President Pro Tempe of the
Senate of the State of Oklahoma, the national and regional leadership of the
Environmental Protection Agency, the leadership of the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers,
the U.S. Department of the Interior, the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality,
the various Native American Tribal governments of the affected areas and interested
groups and individuals, to continue without interruption the forward progress we have
seen in 2004.
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A RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE DESIGNATION OF
EPWORTH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA,
AS A UNITED METHODIST HISTORIC SITE

WHEREAS, Epworth University was constructed in 1903-1904 at 1901 North
Douglas Avenue in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Territory; and

WHEREAS, one hundred years ago Methodist laymen sought to bring higher
education to the frontier; and

WHEREAS, this institution began as a federated institution combining the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South as supporters
with trustees and contributions; and

WHEREAS, this site became Epworth Methodist Episcopal Church, South in 1921
and remains a United Methodist Church today; and

WHEREAS, the university of higher education moved to other locations and is
now Oklahoma City University located on a large campus one-half mile Northwest of
the original campus site and the only United Methodist University in Oklahoma;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the original location of Epworth
University be designated as a United Methodist Historic Site.

Submitted by the Commission on Archives and History
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RESOLUTION TO ABANDON THE
LEON METHODIST CHURCH PROPERTY

WHEREAS the Leon Methodist Church located in Love County of the Ardmore
District, Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church consisting of

Lots one (1), two (2) and three (3), Block thirteen (13) in the town of Leon, Love
County, State of Oklahoma.

WHEREAS the consent to abandon has been granted by the presiding bishop, a
majority of the district superintendents, and the district board of church location and
building and all proper Disciplinary requirements have been complied with;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Conference Board of Trustees of the
Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church be and hereby is
authorized to sell the property of Leon Methodist Church.  The proceeds will be given
to the Ardmore District Board of Trustees.

 Robert E. Rose, Jr., District Superintendent, Ardmore District

RESOLUTION TO ABANDON THE
SHADY GROVE METHODIST CHURCH PROPERTY

WHEREAS the Shady Grove Methodist Church located in Garvin County of the
Ardmore District, Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church consisting
of

Beginning at a point 170 yards East of the northwest corner of the northeast quarter of
section 4, two. 1 north, range 3 west, Garvin County, Oklahoma, thence south from
said corner seventy eight (78) yards, thence east one hundred fifty six (156) yards,
thence north seventy eight (78) yards, to section line, thence west 156 yards to point of
beginning, containing two and one half acres more or less, all lying in NW1/4 NE1/4
S.4, T.1, North, R. 3 West, Garvin County, State of Oklahoma.

WHEREAS the consent to abandon has been granted by the presiding bishop, a
majority of the district superintendents, and the district board of church location and
building and all proper Disciplinary requirements have been complied with;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Conference Board of Trustees of the
Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church be and hereby is
authorized to sell the property of Shady Methodist Church.  The proceeds will be given
to the Ardmore District Board of Trustees.

 Robert E. Rose, Jr., District Superintendent, Ardmore District
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RESOLUTION FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF
Wewoka Park United Methodist Church

WHEREAS the Wewoka Park United Methodist Church located at Seminole &
Cedar in Wewoka, OK, has had a long and proud history reaching back into the 1800s;
and

WHEREAS the few remaining members of Wewoka Park Church have ceased to
be an active congregation; and

WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended discontinuance of
Wewoka Park United Methodist Church and transfer of membership to Wewoka First
United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS the superintendent has recommended that the property be sold and the
proceeds be paid to the McAlester District Board of Trustees; and

WHEREAS the consent to discontinue has been granted by the presiding bishop, a
majority of the district superintendents, and the district board of church location and
building and all proper Disciplinary requirements have been complied with;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wewoka Park United Methodist
Church be discontinued effective May 31, 2004, and that the property shall be sold and
the proceeds be paid to the McAlester District Board of Trustees.

Sanford Wylie, District Superintendent, McAlester District

RESOLUTION TO ABANDON THE
Wewoka Park United Methodist Church Property

WHEREAS the Wewoka Park United Methodist Church property located in
Seminole County of the McAlester District, Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church, consists of

O. T. Wewoka, Lots 19-20, Blk. 4

WHEREAS the consent to abandon has been granted by the presiding bishop, a
majority of the district superintendents, and the district board of church location and
building and all proper Disciplinary requirements have been complied with;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Conference Board of Trustees of the
Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church be and hereby is
authorized to sell the property of Wewoka Park United Methodist Church.  The proceeds
will be given to the McAlester District Board of Trustees.

Sanford Wylie, District Superintendent, McAlester District
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RESOLUTION FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF THE

CRINER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

WHEREAS the Criner United Methodist Church located in McClain County was
founded in 1923 and has had a long and proud history; and

WHEREAS the charge conference of the Criner United Methodist Church voted on
April 25, 2004 to the discontinue the church; and

WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended discontinuance of the Criner
United Methodist Church and transfer of membership to the Lindsay United Methodist
Church; and

WHEREAS the district superintendent has recommended that the property owned
by the Criner United Methodist Church be sold and the sale proceeds be paid to the
Ardmore District Board of Trustees; and

WHEREAS the consent to discontinue has been granted by the presiding bishop, a
majority of the district superintendents, and the district board of church location and
building and all proper Disciplinary requirements have been complied with;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Criner United Methodist Church be
discontinued effective May 31, 2004 and that the proceeds shall be paid to the Ardmore
District Board of Trustees.

Robert E. Rose, Jr., District Superintendent, Ardmore District

RESOLUTION TO ABANDON THE
CRINER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PROPERTY

WHEREAS the Criner United Methodist Church located in McClain County of the
Ardmore District, Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church consisting
of

Lots five (5), Six (6), Seven (7), Eight (8) and Twelve (12) of Block One (1) of the
townsite of Rice, McClain County, State of Oklahoma, according to the plat and survey
of C.L. Grimes, surveyor, the same being located in the NE1/4 of NE1/4 of NE1/4 of
Section 25, Township 6 North, Range 4 West containing 10 acres.

WHEREAS the consent to abandon has been granted by the presiding bishop, a
majority of the district superintendents, and the district board of church location and
building and all proper Disciplinary requirements have been complied with;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Conference Board of Trustees of the
Oklahoma Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church be and hereby is
authorized to sell the property of Criner United Methodist Church.  The proceeds will
be given to the Ardmore District Board of Trustees.

Robert E. Rose, Jr., District Superintendent, Ardmore District
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CLERGY

EUGENE T. COOPRIDER

Eugene T. Cooprider, born Aug. 17, 1911, in Sand Creek, Okla., to Rev. Jesse
Blaine and Cordia Spaulding Cooprider, died July 15, 2003, in Okla. City.

While attending Baker University, a Methodist-related college in eastern
Kansas, Rev. Cooprider was pastor at Ives Chapel Methodist Church in Baldwin,
Kan.  He was pastor of the Methodist Church in Bronson, before transferring from
the Kansas East Conference to Oklahoma Conference in 1936. His pastorates in
Oklahoma included North and South Fairview, Grantville, Three Sands, Kaw City,
Fairfax, Chandler, Sayre, Lindsay, OKC-Britton, Seminole, OKC-Putnam City,
Okmulgee-First, OKC-Christ, OKC-B.C. Clark, and Carnegie/Alfalfa. He retired
in May 1976, after serving Methodist churches for 44.5 years.

During retirement, he served as church visitor for Yukon-First and for OKC-
Mayfair Heights, and also volunteered at Deaconess Hospital in Oklahoma City.

He married Allene Caldwell in 1933. She preceded him in death in 1993.
He is survived by his son, Jim; his daughter, Janet Matheson; and by many

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Rev. Cooprider was buried July 18, 2003. A celebratory memorial service was

given on July 22 at Putnam City UMC in Okla. City, where he was Pastor Emeritus.

LYMAN EGGNER

Lyman Chambers Eggner, born June 5, 1914, in Wapanucka, Okla. to Rev.
Arthur and Annabel Eggner, died Oct. 26, 2003, in Norman.

While attending Eastern Oklahoma Junior College in Wilburton, he was supply
pastor at Red Oak Methodist Church. He also attended East Central College in
Ada, Southeastern College in Durant, and did seminary studies by correspondence
at Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University in Dallas.

Ordained as an elder in the Oklahoma Conference in 1945, Rev. Eggner was
pastor of Stuart, Wayne, Paoli, Woodville, Wister, Hartshorne, Wetumka, Bristow,
Tulsa-St.Luke’s, Shawnee-St. Paul’s, OKC-Epworth, Chickasha-Epworth, Cushing,
Perkins, Coyle and Morrison.

After retiring in 1974, he was the director of chaplains at the Valley Hope
Alcohol Treatment Center in Cushing.

Rev. Eggner is survived by his daughter, Celia Ann Lehmann of Enid; his son,
John of Norman; and two grandchildren.

Funeral services were Oct. 31, 2003, in the Ninde Garden Chapel of Tulsa,
with Rev. Clint Purtell officiating. Burial was at Highland Cemetery in Durant.
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M. DOUGLAS FLEMING

M. Douglas Fleming, born Dec. 17, 1919, in Sulphur Springs, Texas, to Rev.
J.P. and Lucille Fleming, died Thursday, June 19, 2003, in Tulsa.

Dr. Fleming earned degrees from Southern Methodist University in Dallas
and Duke Divinity School in Durham, N.C. While a student at Duke, he was pastor
of the Person Circuit and Durham Park View Methodist Church. Oklahoma City
University awarded him an honorary doctorate.

A member of Oklahoma Conference for 48 years, Fleming was pastor of OKC-
Linwood, OKC-St. Paul’s, Tulsa-Trinity; Altus-First; as well as churches in
Guymon, Lindsay, Tonkawa and Okeene.

Dr. Fleming was superintendent of Altus and Stillwater Districts, and
superintendent of Oklahoma Conference camps. He was superintendent of the
Oklahoma Methodist Manor in Tulsa for ten years before retiring in 1998.

Survivors include his wife, Levina, his sons Murry and Paul, his daughter
Myra Long, and four grandchildren.  A memorial service was held June 22, 2003,
at First United Methodist Church in Tulsa.

LELAND G. GRIFFIN, SR.

Leland Gardner Griffin of Muskogee, born Oct. 19, 1914, at Tecumseh, Okla,
to Charles Lewis and Bernice Griffin, died March 4, 2004.

He entered the ministry of the Methodist Protestant Church in 1934, and was
ordained as an elder in 1938, the year before three branches of Methodism united
to form the Methodist Church.

His pastoral appointments included Tom, Hartman, Harris, Haworth, Grant
Circuit, Milburn, Bokchito-Bennington, Wanette-Asher, Achilee, Vian-Gore,
Muskogee-Honor Heights, Crescent, Pierce, and Oktaha. Early in his ministry, he
also served in Arkansas.

A graduate of Westminster College at Tehuacana, Texas, and Southeastern
State Teachers College at Durant, Rev. Griffin also was a public school teacher and
a freelance writer of children’s stories.

He is survived by his wife, Helen; two sons, Raymond and Leland G. Jr., both
of Muskogee; five grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and one great-great-
grandchild.

Funeral services were at Saint Paul United Methodist Church in Muskogee on
March 8, 2004, with Rev. Kevin Tully and Rev. Bennie Waller officiating.  Burial
was in Memorial Park Cemetery in Muskogee.

EDITH F. KETTELL

Edith F. (Suttle) Kettell, of Carol Stream, Ill., died Oct. 29, 2003, at the
Wynscape Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Wheaton, Ill.
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Born Feb. 9, 1909, in St. Louis, Mo., she earned a degree from Moody Bible

Institute in Chicago.  Rev. Kettell was pastor from 1946 to 1974 of Methodist
churches in Spavinaw, Wyandote, Sycamore, Alluwe, Ocheleta, Cookson, Hulbert,
Bethel and Watts.

She also earned a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in elementary education,
and became an elementary school counselor in a suburb of St. Louis.

After the death of her first husband, Will Suttle, she married Rev. Ray Kettell,
and they moved to Winona Lake, Ind.

JAMES R. H. KILPATRICK

James R. H. Kilpatrick of Enterprise, Okla., died Sept. 1, 2003, at Fort Smith,
Arkansas.

Born July 25, 1928, at White Rock, Texas, to Rev. Samuel James and Julia
Fay Kilpatrick, he attended Oklahoma City University and Southern Methodist
University in Dallas.

An Associate Member of the Oklahoma Annual Conference, Rev. Kilpatrick
was ordained deacon in 1971 and retired in 1991. Rev. Kilpatrick began his ministry
in 1955 as a student local pastor at White Bead. He was local pastor at Quinton,
McCurtain, Hominy, Coweta-First, Porter, Wister, Calumet, and Warner United
Methodist churches.

He is survived by his sister, Mary Lewis McEntire of Boyd, Texas; and his
brother, Edward Kilpatrick of Enterprise.

The funeral service for Rev. Kilpatrick was Sept. 3 at the United Methodist
church in Quinton with Rev. Raymond Griffen officiating. The committal service
was at the Rosedale Cemetery in Ada, led by Rev. Harold Hunt.

GERALD LEE MAIN

Gerald Lee Main of Okla. City, born Jan. 9, 1929 in Cheyenne Valley, Okla.,
to Roy and Florence Main, died on Oct. 7, 2003.

He served in Nebraska at Helvey and Springfield from 1951 until 1954, when
he returned to Oklahoma. His pastorates in Oklahoma included Fort Supply-
Knowles, Ryan, Cheyenne, Alva, Keyes, Muldrow-Arkoma, OKC-Lambuth,
Blanchard, Newcastle, Muskogee-St. Paul, Shattuck, OKC-Epworth and Stroud.
Ordained as an elder in 1965, he retired in 1985.

Rev. Main is survived by his wife, Glennda; his son, Rev. Gary of Grand
Island, Neb.; his daughter, Glenna Lee of Okla. City; his mother, Florence of Vici;
his brother, Donald of Vici; his nine grandchildren and his three great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held Oct. 10, 2003, at Grace UMC in Okla. City, with
Rev. Ed Coy-Light officiating.
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WILLIAM B. MCCASKILL

William Burns (Bill) McCaskill of Omaha, Ark., age 68, died Feb. 2, 2004 at
St. Francis Hospital in Tulsa.

Ordained as an elder in 1963, Rev. McCaskill was pastor of OKC-McKee,
Magnum, Renfrow, Deer Creek, Mannford, Waynoka, Lucien, Hayward, OKC-
Otterbein, Nowata, Allowe, Collinsville, Ponca City-Asbury, and Kaw City.
McCaskill retired in 1996.

McCaskill is survived by his wife, Irma, of Omaha, Ark.
His memorial service was in Omaha. Burial was in Branson, Mo.

GARRY M. RITZKY

Garry Max Ritzky, born Nov. 14, 1946, in Poteau, Okla. to Harvey and Maxine
Ritzky, died Dec. 15, 2003, in Norman.

After graduating from Northeastern State University, Ritzky earned a master’s
degree from Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University in Dallas.
An ordained elder, he was a full member of the Oklahoma Conference.

Rev. Ritzky was an associate pastor at Tahlequah from 1972 until 1974, pastor
at Shawnee-St. Mark’s/Bethel from 1975 until 1977, and pastor at Norman-Goodrich
from 1977 until 1979, when he took honorable location. He earned a master’s in
criminal justice at Oklahoma City University, and was a counselor for the
Department of Corrections in Oklahoma City. He worked for Turner Brothers
Trucking at the time of his death. He was also an adjunct faculty member of the
University of Oklahoma College of Business.

Ritzkyis survived by his son, Garrick of Norman; stepchildren: John, Kate
and Emily of Liverpool, England.

Services were Dec. 18, 2003, at McFarlin UMC in Norman with Rev. Richard
House and Rev. Phil Fenn officiating. Burial was at Heavener Memorial Cemetery.

EDWIN L. STANLEY

Edwin Stanley died Dec. 1, 2003, at the Pottsville Hospital and Warne Clinic
in Tamaqua, Penn., where he and his wife, Marjorie, lived.

Born April 17, 1931, in Rochester, Minn., he was the son of Lyle and Marjory
Stanley.

Stanley served 23 years in the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict Vietnam
era, and was a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Rev. Stanley was a local pastor from 1980 until l986, when he became an
Associate Member of the Oklahoma Conference. His pastorates included Bokchito,
Bennington, Orlando, Mulhall, Maysville, Ardmore-Asbury, and Braman. He retired
in 1994.
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Survivors include his wife, Marjorie, two sisters and two brothers.
A memorial service was held in Somerville, N.J.  Burial was in Skyview

Cemetery in Tamaqua, Penn.

MERRIL L. TEEL

Merril L. Teel was pastor of the Barnsdall United Methodist Church at the
time of his death on July 2, 2003 in Bartlesville, Okla.

Born Nov. 1, 1926, in Collinsville to Roy and Loretta Teel, he graduated from
Bartlesville High School in 1944. He completed the Course of Study at St. Paul’s
School of Theology in Kansas City, Mo.

Teel was in the U.S. Army from 1945 until 1946, serving in Okinawa.
A pastor in the Oklahoma Conference since1980, Rev. Teel served at Wann,

South Coffeyville, Lenapah, Commerce, Picher, and Quapaw before coming to
Barnsdall in 1995.

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Gladys Lily; two daughters: Linda
Snow of Dewey, and Rita Cunningham of Grove; four grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren, and two sisters.

Funeral services were July 7, 2003, at the Barnsdall UMC with Margaret Ball,
Bartlesville District superintendent, and Rev. Ross Atkins of Bartlesville Church
of God officiating. Burial was at Dewey Cemetery with full military rites.

TROY D. TIMS

Troy Donivan Tims of Kingston died March 23, 2004.
Born April 19, 1919, in Marlow, Okla., he was the son of Bernice and Dollie

Tims. He was decorated for his military service during World War II. After
completing his military service, he attended seminary at Bethany Nazarene College
in Okla. City, and completed the United Methodist Course of Study.

Ordained as a deacon in 1961 and as an elder in 1964, Rev. Tims became an
Associate Member of Oklahoma Conference in 1968. His appointments included
Wesley, Stonewall, Tupelo, El Reno-Ellison Ave., Guthrie-West, Felton, Kenton,
Broken Arrow, Eagle, Tulsa-Harrison/Lake, Forgan, Gate, OKC-Britton, Hope
Community, and Ardmore-Asbury.  He retired in 1985.

Survivors included his wife, Josephine; his son, Mark; his two daughters,
Valorie Abney of Lake Eufaula, and Gayla Young of Henryetta; his two step sons:
Jim Pratt of Overland Park, Kan., and Rod Pratt of Manassas, Va.; and several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

The funeral service for Rev. Tims was March 26, 2004 at Kingson, with Rev.
Bruce Davis officiating. Burial was in Shay Cemetery in Kingston.


