Part III--THE MINISTRY OF ALL CHRISTIANS
THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

Section I. The Churches

€ 1290. The Mission -
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Local churches provide

- the most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs.

9 121. Rationale for Our Mission
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclalmmg the good

news of God's grace and by exemplifying Jesus' command to love God and neighbor, thus
seeking the fulfillment of God's reign and realm in the world. The fulfiliment of God's

~ reign and realm in the world is the vision Scripture holds before us. The United .
Methodist Church affirms that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the world,
and the Lord of all. As we make disciples, we respect persons of all religious faiths and
we defend religious freedom for all persons. Jesus' words in Matthew provide the Church
with our mission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you” (28:19-20), and “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. . . . And you shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” (22:37, 39).

This mission is our grace-filled response to the Reign of God in the world announced by
Jesus. God's grace is active everywhere, at all times, carrying out this purpose as revealed
in the Bible. It is expressed in God's covenant with Abraham and Sarah, in the Exodus of
Israel from Egypt, and in the ministry of the prophets. It is fully embodied in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is experienced in the ongoing creation of a new
people by the Holy Spirit.

John Wesley, Ptulhp Otterbein, Jacob Albnght, and our other spiritual forebears
understood this mission in this way. Whenever United Methodism has had a clear sense
of mission, God has used our Church to save persons, heal relationships, transform social
structures, and spread scriptural holiness, thereby changing the world. In order to be truly
alive, we embrace Jesus' mandate to love God and to love our nelghbor and to make
disciples of all peoples.

9122, The Process for Carrv Out Our Mission

We make. disciples as we:

—proclaim the gospel, seek, welcome and gather persons into the body of Christ;
—Ilead persons to commit their lives to God through baptism by water and the spirit and
profession of faith in Jesus Christ;

—nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments spiritual
disciplines, and other means of grace, such as Wesley's Christian conferencing;

—send persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by healing
the sick, feeding the hungry, caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and
becoming a compassionate, caring presence, and working to develop social structures that
are consistent with the gospel; and




—continue the mission of seeking, welcoming and gathering persons into the community
of the body of Christ.

9123, The Global Nature of Qur Mission

The Church seeks to fulfill its global mission through the Spirit-given servant ministries
of all Christians, both lay and clergy. Faithfulness and effectiveness demand that all
ministries in the Church be shaped by the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ.

- Section V. Servant Leadership

€ 136. Leadership Privileges and Responsibilities _

Within The United Methodist Church, there are those called to servant leadership, lay and
ordained. Such callings are evidenced by special gifts, evidence of God's grace, and
promise of usefulness. God's call to servant leadership is inward as it comes to the
individual and outward through the discernment and validation of the Church. The
privilege of servant leadership in the Church is the call to share in the preparation of
congregations and the whole Church for the mission of God in the world. The obligation
of servant leadership is the forming of Christian disciples in the covenant community of
the congregation. This involves discerning and nurturing the spiritual relationship with
God that is the privilege of all servant ministers. It also involves instructing and guiding
Christian disciples in their witness to Jesus Christ in the world through acts of worship,
devotion, compassion, and justice under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. John Wesley
described this as “watching over one another in love.”

137, Ordained Ministry ‘
Ordained ministers are called by God to a lifetime of servant leadership in specialized

ministries among the people of God. Ordained ministers are called to interpret to the
Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world and the promise of God for creation.
Within these specialized ministries, deacons are called to ministries of Word and Service,
and elders are called to ministries of Service, Word, Sacrament, and Order (§ 332).
Through these distinctive functions ordained ministers devote themselves wholly to the
work of the Church and to the upbuilding of the ministry of all Chnstlans They do this
through the careful study of Scripture and its faithful interpretation; through effective
proclamation of the gospel and responsible administration of the sacraments; through
diligent pastoral leadership of their congregations for fruitful discipleship; and by
following the guidance of the Holy Spirit in witnessing beyond the congregation in the
local community and to the ends of the earth. The ordained ministry is defined by its
faithful commitment to servant leadership following the example of Jesus Christ, by its
~passion for the hallowing of life, and by its concern to link all local ministries with the
widest boundaries of the Christian community.




