Small Membership Commission Ministry Grant 

Guidelines and Grant Information

· To apply the church’s average attendance must be 150 or less.

· Grant requests must not exceed $500.

· All grant requests will be considered but preference will be given to new ministries and ministries connected with the Conference Strategic plan.

· There are a limited number of grants awarded each year but applicants may apply at any time and will be considered based on funding availability when the request is received.

· Only one grant will be awarded per church per calendar year. Also, having received a grant the previous year does not guarantee acceptance the next year. Further, no more than two grants will be awarded per ministry.
· Each grant is given by the SMCC on behalf of Congregational Development and funded by our Conference apportionments.

· All grants requested will be accepted or denied within 3 months from the time the request is received.

· If accepted to receive a grant, 6 months after you receive it you will be required to send us an evaluation on the program that details how the grant money was used. This report will include what fruit resulted from the grant. (This is accordance with our requirement to provide a ministry audit on the work of our Commission.)

· To apply complete the enclosed form and attach the requested written responses and send to the Small Membership Commission Chair. (Mailing information found at http://www.okumc.org/Small_Church_Commission
Small Membership Commission

Ministry Grant Application

 For Year ___________
Church name


Address


Phone number(s)


E-mail


Pastor


Lay person(s) involved in the leadership of the ministry(include mailing address)
Average church attendance


What, if any, changes have occurred in your church attendance over the last five years (up, down, same, etc.)

Ministry name


If it is a brand new ministry, how long have you been planning to start this ministry?
If it is an existing ministry, number of years it has been running. 

On another page, answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible.

1. Describe the ministry for which this grant will be used.

2. If new, what is the rationale for beginning this ministry? If existing, what is the rationale for expanding this ministry?

3. Who are the intended recipients of the ministry and how will they be invited to participate?

4. What are the goals and purpose of the ministry?

5. How will the ministry be evaluated for effectiveness? How will this be shared with us?

6. What other ministries is the church supporting?

7. What other sources for financing this ministry are you planning/applying for?
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