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Name of Lay-led Ministry: Helping Hearts Ministry

Describe the Ministry:  

Our organization started as an outreach ministry from our Basement Bible Bunch Sunday School class.  In studying the Fruits of the Spirit, we were inspired to reach beyond merely sending money to the conference or the occasional meal for a family with a loss.  We elected to go beyond our Sunday School class, beyond our church, and reach out to the needy in our community.  We started with baskets of food and cleaning supplies, a letter of introduction and a Bible which we distributed to several needy people in our community.  When we approached our Church Council for permission to look into purchasing a building to be able to collect clothing, food and household items, we were blessed not only with approval, but a commitment to provide a monthly donation from the general fund to begin the ministry.  We have participated in a Charge conference with our DS, and granted the approval to purchase an empty building on Main Street through our church.  In the few months since our inception, we have been able to help a family turn their heat back on during the freezing weather, we have reached out to a young lady new to our community with food and basic housekeeping needs, we have helped to clean up several yards in the community of broken limbs and trash that needed to be hauled off.
Describe participants:

What started out as a project through our Sunday School class has turned into a project for the entire church.  We meet every Thursday morning at 7:00 AM at the local café for breakfast and planning.  We have had the help of several members of our youth, some of the older ladies Sunday School class, and several couples from our adult class.
Give an example of lives benefited as a result of ministry:

We have been able to reach out to members of our community who are in need, either physical need or spiritual need.  We have purchased softball shoes for a young lady in our school who could not afford them; we have supplied baskets of food for several families in need.  The outreach ministry has benefited not only the recipients of our gifts, but has made all of us more aware of the many needs that can be found in our own community.  We have grown closer as a class and a church, and have been a witness of Christ’s love in Shattuck.
How has it made a difference in your community?

The main difference to date is the awareness of the community as to our availability to help.  We have had phone calls from other ministers, school teachers, and government programs.  Hopefully when the contract for the building is complete, and the sign is in the window, we will be more visible and able to reach out to any need in Shattuck.
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