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Name of Lay-led Ministry: The Fort Gibson UMC Adult Ministries Committee Smith Cottage Project at the UMC Children’s Home
Describe the Ministry:  
Our Adult Ministries Committee has adopted the Smith Cottage at the UMC Children’s Home.  Over the past 3 years, this commit has provided teams and individuals to do repair and renovation at Smith Cottage.  Every second Tuesday, we set aside a day for work at Smith cottage.  So far, we have repaired furniture, made curtains, painted walls, refinished kitchen cabinets, purchased new dishwashers and sinks and have even installed a whole new bathroom.  Each year for Native American Ministries Sunday this committee serves Try Bread Tacos as a fundraiser for this work at Smith Cottage.
Describe participants:

Those who participate are primarily retired men and women from our congregation.  Each ahs unique skills and fits that are put to good use serving our Lord.
Give an example of lives benefited as a result of ministry:

Not only have we provided a meaningful opportunity for our senior adults to serve, we have also built lasting relationships with the girls of Smith cottage, their house-parents, and the directors.
How has it made a difference in your community?

We enjoy having the girls from Smith Cottage and their house-parents, Kim and JD, as our guests for worship in February.  We have combined worship service and a big fellowship meal.  It is wonderful to see the relationships we’ve established to help educate our members about the work of the UM Circle of Care.  It’s surprising to find people who do not know about Circle of Care and the UM Children’s Home in Tahlequah.  I would encourage every one of our United Methodist congregations to adopt a house/cottage within the Circle of Care.
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