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Name of Lay-led Ministry: Clothing Give Away
Describe the Ministry:  
In the fall of 2004, the members of the Stigler United Methodist Church were offered an opportunity to give away 150 boxes of clothing to the needy of our community.  Shared Blessing Clothing Bank in McAlester, OK, a non-profit organization established to help needy families with clothing, shoes, and bedding, had a surplus of winter clothing and only asked that the clothing be given away.  Our members drove a U-Haul truck t McAlester to load the boxes of high quality clothing – some used some still with original tags.  We then spent a day unpacking and organizing the items by categories before inviting the “shoppers” in.  The individuals who came were asked to simply fill out a card stating the number of family members they were “shopping” for and their ages (no names).  The Give Away was open to anyone in the community.  Other churches were invited to send volunteers to help “customers” make their selections.  At the end of the day there were 845 people served.
Describe participants:

Participants in the Give Away were members of the Stigler UMC, as well as volunteers from several other churches in the community.  We were aided by the Farmer’s State Bank, who rented a U-Haul and provided gasoline for the pick-up.  Simple Simon Pizza discounted pizza for the workers’ lunch. This was truly a community project, lead by the United Methodist Church, which benefited many need families.
Give an example of lives benefited as a result of ministry:

845 people had clothing that they might not otherwise have been able to afford.  Several elementary teachers came to select items for their students who had very little.  One father brought his daughter “shopping”.  The girl was overwhelmed when she asked which of two shirts she should choose and was told that she could have both.  She had never been able to buy two articles of clothing at the same time!  As “shoppers” had their items bagged and were leaving, they said over and over how blessed they felt and how thankful they were.  The clothing that was left when all of the “shoppers” had finished was then boxed and given to our United Methodist Cookson Hills Mission.
How has it made a difference in your community?

We were able to provide clothing for people who would not have been able to afford to purchase them.  It brought the churches of the community together to do something that really made a difference.  We were all blessed.  A spring Give Away is schedules in Stigler for May 21.
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