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Name of Lay-led Ministry: Second Saturday
Describe the Ministry:  
Second Saturday is a mission project of First Church that is held the second Saturday of each month.  There are 4 ongoing projects that are worked on each month with several new projects added as needed.  The main four projects are as follows:
· Card writing – cards are written to our members who are homebound, in nursing care facilities, or just need a reminder someone is thinking about them.  Generally, 50-80 cards are written each time.

· Children’s craft project – this project gives children or big kids at heart an opportunity to express themselves in a creative way while brightening someone’s day.  The craft project is usually mailed to or delivered to our homebound members or members in nursing home care facilities.

· Baking projects – cookies, brownies, breads, etc. are baked to be delivered to our homebound members.  We also have baked for our youth group’s ministry of Power Lunch which invites high school students to our church weekly for lunch, Vacation Bible School, Children’s church, Boys group homes, Kairos Prison Ministry, or a local soup kitchen.

· Maintenance project – We have painted several rooms of the church, raked 100’s of bags of leaves, planted flowers, raked leaves at members’ houses and also spent time at a house working on projects (inventory and organization) for an organization who provides a home environment in which children can be interviewed by the police, lawyers, and D.A.’s about abuse.

Second Saturday was started in 2004 to give our church family mission opportunities right here at home.  This was to help answer the question of why do we need to send teams to other countries when there is so much need here.  We wanted to be a church that does both.  A team of members wrote a mission statement and vision for our church.  The vision is for our church to provide a nurturing environment to grow 3-D (deeply devoted disciples) Christians.  The mission statement has a compass with a map to help guide us.  The compass guides us to personalize the Great Commandment:  I shall love the Lord my God with all my heart and all my soul and all my mind and all my strength and my neighbor as myself.  The map has 3 main points and therefore accomplishes the 3 major points.  Point 1 – 3-D Christians love God by: embodying the love of God in all they say and do.  Point 2 – 3-D Christians love themselves by: pursuing Christian growth experiences, sharing their spiritual gifts for the common good.   Point 3 – 3-D Christians love their neighbors by: serving in the name of Christ connecting others to Jesus Christ.

Second Saturday mission projects allow us to serve in the name of Christ, learn how to use our gifts, internalize the good feeling we receive from this work to allow us to show God’s love in what we say and do as well as connect others to Christ by setting an example.  WE grown as Christians as we learn to help others.

Describe participants:

Participants are of all ages, occupations, economic backgrounds, and desires.  We’ve had children, youth, young adults, middle agers, and retired persons participate in this ministry.
Give an example of lives benefited as a result of ministry:

Second Saturday is redefining what being in missions is.  Our members are realizing that a mission starts in your heart and at home.  People who cannot afford to take mission trips to other countries are being able to work in missions on a monthly basis.  They feel they are a part of sharing God’s love without worrying about finances.

How has it made a difference in your community?

Second Saturday has opened the eyes of our members to help us realize how big our community is.  We’ve baked cookies for the Kairos project and boys homes in the area.  We may never know the impact of our actions, but we were able to let many know we care about them, the community cares about them, the church cares about them, and God cares about them. It’s amazing what a little cookie can do.
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