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Name of Lay-led Ministry: Operation: Rogers County School Kits for Kids
Describe the Ministry:  
Operation: Rogers County School Kits for Kids began as a response to Bishop Blake’s initiative to care for the children in our community in 1998.  Claremore First’s children’s ministry leaders reviewed many different ideas and finally settled upon a ministry that would assist all children in Rogers County to return to the classroom with the supplies necessary for their class work.  While other programs provide restricted vouchers for some children after school has already started, the Claremore FUMC program provides the school kits in advance of school starting, letting the children begin their school year with the supplies needed.  Any child in the county whose parent(s) or guardian(s) state there is a need for this assistance is accepted.  Requests are accepted at face value, without screening for financial circumstance.

Describe participants:

Children from all schools and school districts in Rogers County benefit from this program.  Children’s parents or guardians sign their children up for the supplies, providing the child’s name, age, grade and school.  Two weeks before school starts, a kit is personally prepared for each child.  Each child receives a kit with their name on it and the supplies identified by their teacher(s) and school required for their grade level.
Give an example of lives benefited as a result of ministry:

Children are the intended beneficiaries, as are the parents of these children.  One mother comes easily to mind.  A young housewife with three children, the mother was unable to provide school supplies for her children because her husband had removed all funds from their bank accounts and had left her and the children without notice or means of support.  While the mother was numb with her loss, she was able to find assistance for her children through this program quickly and without intrusive questioning.  From its start in 1998, the program has provided over 6300 children, grades kindergarten through 12th grade, with school supplies at a total value of $107,000.  In 2004 there were 1,517 school children given kits, at a value of $22,000.
How has it made a difference in your community?

This program impacts volunteers and contributors, in addition to the kit recipients.  Members from Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Catholic Churches throughout the county volunteer time and money to this program.  The Claremore Ministerial Alliance, as well as area businesses, also contributes financially to the program.  Wal-Mart orders all the supplies, providing them at discounted prices.  From 1998 through 2003, Claremore FUMC members contributed 80% of the funds, outside the church budget, in support of the program.  In 2004 this dropped to 70% with the county churches increasing their funding to 70% of the total funding.  Each year the number of students requiring assistance increases and these children come to the ‘Church’ where ‘Open Hearts with Open Minds’ extend ‘Open Hands’ of love to all God’s children.  Our hope is that by extending the love of Christ to these children and their parents, they will see Christ through us.  Additionally, by supporting these children in their quest for an education, we hope to see many rise above their financial and mental poverty to see themselves as Jesus sees them, children of great importance and worth.
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