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Name of Lay-led Ministry: Kairos Team
Describe the Ministry:  

Kairos Team is a cooperative ministry composed of our United Methodist Men and Youth Ministry, coordinated by our Senior Adult Ministry team, to assist our senior adult members with certain household needs throughout the year.  Twice a year during the Time Change (April and October) our UMM and UMY contacts senior adult members to see if they need their smoke alarms, remote accessories, etc. changed out.  A list of check-off items is sent to each senior adult during these times to ask them to respond to what specific ways our Kairos Team can assist them (clean gutters, change over mattresses, etc.).  The Time Change dates were selected to help senior adults and our church leadership to be mindful of ‘changes’ that are needed by our senior members who need assistance.  ‘Kairos’ is the Greek word for ‘God’s time’ (“a fulfilled time in which the circumstances and components of life provide the ‘right time; for a meaningful event of God’s will to be accomplished).
4th Quarter Club is our church’s celebration of senior members who have reached the age of 75 and above.  Our Annual 4th Quarter Club Banquet is held after a Worship Celebration in the spring of each year to honor and celebrate the leadership guidance and joy that our “4th Quarterians” bring to our faith family.  A special Certification of Recognition initiates new “Quarterians” each year while the banquet honors and celebrates special contributions these leaders have given through the years and through the last year.  Our First Annual 4th Quarter Club Banquet was held March 13, 2005 with our District Superintendent, Robert Rose, as our Guest Speaker.  Throughout each year our 4th Quarter Club will provide specific gatherings, outings and fellowships for these senior adults as a way of honoring and celebrating the leadership and legacy of faith they have given our church family.
Describe participants:

These preceding two programs are coordinated by our Senior Adult Ministry Team.  Our senior adult members of Lindsay UMC are affirmed and supported in these unique opportunities.  

(A) This Kairos Team concept was encouraged by one of our senior members during our “VisionQuest” Event in which 50 of our members/leaders gathered last fall to set our church’s vision for the next 1, 3, 5 and 10 years.  Mrs. Ruby Dewbre shared the idea that she would like to help our less mobile members with some of their household needs.  Our Senior Adult Coordinator, Mrs. Leo Elkins, along with active member, Diane Powell, designed and developed the idea of our Kairos Team.  Our UMM President, Kirby Hibbard, and our Youth Minister, Alexia Herrin, offered their cooperative assistance for our senior members.  Several senior members have requested assistance and received supportive help for some minor household repairs as well as changing batteries for smoke alarms and remotes for household accessories.
(B) The “4th Quarter Club” idea came from a desire of several members to honor and celebrate the blessings and leadership that our senior adults have provided to our church presently and over the years.  Mrs. Leo Elkins was instrumental in the leadership and supportive encouragement to nurture the banquet idea.  Several ‘4th Quarterians” attended the banquet, a list of their leadership accomplishments had been compiled and were read, several musical numbers were provided by Sari Reneau, church member, a rose presented to each “Quarterian lady” by one of our youth members in their honor and Robert Rose, Ardmore District Superintendent presented the banquet address, “Called For the Future”.  Already we have heard from members who have reminded us that they will be “75” before next year’s banquet.  
Give an example of lives benefited as a result of ministry:

This event is designed to affirm and honor the leadership of our senior adults in Lindsay UMC.

How has it made a difference in your community?

These affirmation and recognition events/programs for our senior adult members have made a significant impression upon the spirit and witness of our members.  It has provided a unifying spirit of all age groups in relation to several other new ministries and programs begun this last year.
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